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Israel attacks guerrilla bases in Lebanon 

NABATTVEH (AP) — Israeli warplanes raided sus- 
pected guerrilla positions in southern Lebanon Sun- 
day. Two Israeli jets fired six air-to-surface missiles 
on biDs near the deserted village of Sojod in Iqlim AI 
j Tuffah, a Hizbollah stronghold that faces an Israeli- 
occupied border enclave in southern Lebanon, said 
Lebanese security officials, speaking on customary 
condition of anonymity. Plumes of black smoke bil- 
lowed from the stricken area, but there was no imme- 
diate word on casualties from the 9:15 ajn. air strike, 
the second on Iqlim Al Tuffah in 10 days. Iqlim AI 
Tuffah, or Apple Province, is a frequent target of 
Israeli warplanes. The area is used by the Hizbollah 
guerrilla group as a base to launch attacks on Israeli 
troops and their allied Lebanese militiamen in the 
occupied zone. 
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Iran-lraq POW committee to meet Saturday 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq said its joint committee with 
Iran on war prisoners will meet here next Saturday to 
reach an agreement on freeing the remaining POWs from 
their 198G-S8 war. The committee will try to determine 
the number of remaining POWs based on information 
from their families and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, said Riyad Al Qaissi, director general of 
the foreign ministry. The prisoners will be released in 
groups, he told the official INA news agency Saturday 
night. The committee will also seek to learn the fate of 
soldiers who are missing, he added. In an exchange Oper- 
ation last week, Iran released 5 .584 Iraqis while Iraq freed 
three Iranian POWs and 316 other detained Iranians. 
Most of the prisoners had been held for more than 15 
years. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Majali reiterates call for Israel 
to honour signed agreements 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali Sunday called on 
Israel to honour its com- 
mitments. respect the 
agreements concluded with 
the Arab side and resume 
talks aimed at achieving a 
comprehensive peace. 

Addressing a meeting 
attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour 
and executives at the Infor- 
mation Ministry, Dr. Majali 
said that Jordan is keen on 
providing unlimi ted sup- 
port for the Palestinian 
brothers. 

He underlined the impor- 
tance of the resumption of 
the Palestmian-Israeli 
•peace talks and for Israel to 
remove all obstacles which 
it has been placing in the 
path of peace noting that 
the Palestinians have 
proved their good inten- 
tions towards peace. 

Negotiations between the 
Palestinians and Israel have 
failed to advance since 
March 1997 when Israel 
began building a Jewish 
settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Last week U.S. Mideast 
envoy Dennis Ross ended a 
regional tour without win- 
ning Israeli support for a 
proposal to withdraw 
Israeli troops from Bi per 
cent of the occupied West 




Prime Minister Abdul Salaxn Majali 


Bank. Israel insisted it 
would only withdraw from 
nine per cent of the territo- 
ry- 

Jordan is also keen on the 
resumption of peace talks 
on the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks because the peace 
process can only be ful- 
filled when it is compre- 
hensive, durable and just, 
the prime minister added. 

Dr. Majali urged Israel to 
stop manoeuvring at the 
expense of the rights of the 
other nations in the region 
and seize the opportunity 
for peace so that the region 


can dedicate its resources 
for construction and devel- 
opment. 

Dr. Majali underlined the 
importance of strengthen- 
ing co-operation between 
the state’s various informa- 
tion services and urged 
their heads to reward the 
excelling and creative 
employees among their 
cadres. 

He said the government is 
keen on creating a healthy 
climate for free and respon- 
sible media which he said 
should direct its attention 
towards projecting Jordan’s 


bright image to the world. 

The prime minister said 
that the government is 
planning to re-examine the 
Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation Law with 
a view to allowing satellite 
stations to broadcast from 
Amman or any other loca- 
tion in Jordan. Such a 
move, he said, would create 
an incentive for all forms of 
media in Jordan to upgrade 
their performance and 
would open the door for 
free competition. 

Addressing the meeting, 
Dr. Ensour said that the 
time is ripe for a revision of 
laws and regulations gov- 
erning the work and perfor- 
mance of the ministry and 
the radio, television, the 
Jordan News Agency and 
the Department of Press 
and Publications with a 
view to granting them more 
flexibility so that they can 
offer the public a better ser- 
vice. 

He said the official media 
institutions are invited to 
enter decent competition 
with other institutions and 
Arab satellite stations 
because according to him 
this is the way towards 
reaching the different parts 
of the Arab World and 
beyond. 


Christians celebrate Easter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Incense, candle 
smoke and the prayers of pil- 
grims in many languages 
filled die Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, traditional site of 
Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and 
resurrection, as Christians 
around the weald celebrated 
Easter on Sunday. 

In Rome, Pope John Paul n 
celebrated mass before seme 
150,000 faithful in wind- 
whipped St Peter’s Square. 

Looking weary, the Pope 
prayed that die peace associ- 
ated with Easter be an inspira- 
tion to “the leaders of the 
nations and to every person of 
goodwill, especially in the 
Middle East and particularly 
in Jerusalem, where peace is 
put ar risk by dangerous polit- 
ical decisions." “May it give 
fresh courage to those who 
have believed and still believe 
in dialogue as the way to set- 
tle national and international 
tensions," he said 
In Canterbury, England, 
Archbishop of Canterbury . 
George Carey warned in his 
Easter sermon Sunday that 
bitter memories of violence 
can thwart the search for 
peace. 

His sermon reflated to three 
of the world's trouble spots: 
Northern Ireland, where Fri- 
day's peace agreement raised 
hopes for an end to the 30- 
year conflict; Rwanda, where 
violence has resumed since 
the return in late 19% of 
exiled Hutu refugees; and 
Kosovo, where the majority 
Albanian population opposes 
Sab rule. 

Preaching in Canterbury 
Cathedral, the- spiritual leader 
of the Church of England arai 
the wold’s 70 milli on Angli- 
cans said “memory may play 
a crucial role in determining 
the way we live our lives 
either positively or negative- 
ly.” Throughout Jerusalem, 
thousands of extra police and 
soldiers w ere deployed 
because of the tineat of terror 
stacks in the Holy City, 
where Jews are celebrating 
Passover this week. Muslim 
Eid Al Adha celebrations 
ended Friday. 

Michel Sabbah, the Latin 
patriarch of Jerusalem, said 
all three holidays signify 
“redemption from sin and 



An Iraqi child visits a cemetery in Baghdad, on Easter Sunday. Iraq has a Christian com- 
munity of around 1.5 million in a population of around 20 million (AFP photo) 


servitude-, and rbe return to 
life arid freedom. They invite 
us to raise the same prayer to 
God for freedom and abun- 
dant life for all inhabitants of 
this Holy Land. To all, Mus- 
lims, Jews and Christians, I 
wish feasts full of Joy and 
abundant life.” Sunday was 
also Palm Sunday for the 
Orthodox Christian churches, 
which celebrate Easter next 
week. In the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, a procession 
of Coptic Christians carrying 
palm fronds walked slowly 
through the Easter crowds, 
sin gin g in Arabic. 

*Tt is rather like the tower of 
Babel," said Artur Pettig, 62, 
a pil grim from Wedsbadeh, 
Germany. "Of course, to be in 
Jerusalem for Easter, for a 
Christian, the main thing is 
not the surroundings, but die 
inner part, what it means.” By 
noon Sunday, thousands of 
people had crowded into the 
ancient church, where Mon- 
signor Sabbah presided over 
mass from a gold-embroi- 
dered white [drain 

“Before the glorious tomb, 
together we proclaim our 
faith in the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ,” he intoned. 


Light from hundreds of can- 
dles reflected off the glasses 
of pilgrims, multiplying the 
yellow flames. Young men in 
white robes swung silver pots 
of incense, filling the air with 
the sweet fragrance. 

Tt’s like another world 
hoe,” said Francesca Pennisy, 
30, of New York City. “I never 
expected it to be like this. It’s 
just surreal. The whole thing. 
I can’t process it” “Being 
here from all around the 
world, it's awoken me to the 
richness of the Christian tradi- 
tion,” said Laurel Nelson. 24, 
of Longmont, Colorado. 

After singing and prayers, 
Latin priests waded into the 
crowd to give communion. 
One held a silver plana- under 
each pilgrim's mouth, while 
the other took a wafer, dipped 
it in wine, and placed it on die 
pilgrim’s tongue. 

Monsigoor Sabbah, who is 
Palestinian, said the Holy 
Land was "tired from the 
absence of peace” and 
lamented die “siege and limi- 
tation of freedom” imposed 
upon the Palestinians. 

"With you, we say enough 
violence, enough blood and 
enough discrimination 


between the two peoples,” he 
said "But we ask you ar the 
same time to be patient and to 
revive your hope.” In Rome, 
the Pope read his traditional 
"Uibi et Otbi” (Latin for to 
the city and to the world) 
message at noon from the 
steps of St Peter’s Basilica. 
He then wished the crowd a 
happy Easter in 57 languages 
plus Latin, touching off 
cheers from groups of pil- 
grims and tourists when they 
beard their own language. 
Especially strong applause 
went up from the Pope's fel- 
low Poles. 

After two rainy days. Sun- 
day brought Rome sunshine, 
but a blustery wind made it 
fell chilly at times, and toward 
the end of the 90-minute ser- 
vice, rain forced many in the 
crowd to open umbrellas. 
John Paul was protected by a 
canopy. 

In England, foe archbish- 
op's sermon was briefly inter- 
rupted by plac^-canying 
gay rights activists who 
climbed on to foe pulpit to 
protest against, the church’s 
refusal to recognise clergy 
involved in homosexual rela- 
tionships. 



Israeli policemen arrest an Israeli supporter of the Peace Now movement, on Sunday near Gush Etzion in the West 
Bank, during protests against government sponsorship of a rally by Jewish settlers in Hebron (AFP photo) 

Israel’s militants hold rally 
in support of Hebron settlers 

6 injured in clash between peace activists, troops 


HEBRON (AFP) — More 
than 10,000 Israeli militants 
flocked to the Jewish enclave 
in Hebron Sunday to attend a 
controversial rally marking 
Israel's 50th anniversary. 

The Israeli army deployed 
heavy reinforcements around 
Hebron's Jewish enclave to 
protect foe mass demonstra- 
tion, which coincided with 
new threats by Islamists to 
attack Israeli interests. 

Several hundred Israeli 
peace activists tried to disrupt 
the pro-settlement rally but 
were barred by police from 
entering the city, witnesses 
said. 

More than 30 of foe leftist 
protesters were arrested when 
they lay down on the main 
road leading from Jerusalem 
to Hebron in a bid to prevent 
busloads of right-wing Jewish 
militants and foeir families 
from reaching the city. 

The rally, which critics said 
was sponsored with govern- 
ment binding set aside to 
marie Israel’s 50th jubilee, 
was held next to the Cave of 
foe Patriarchs, a site holy to 
both Muslims and Jews and a 
flashpoint for tensions in the 


divided city. 

Organisers set up stands 
nearby to raise funds for the 
400-strong community of 
zealous Jewish settlers who 
live surrounded by Israeli 
troops in the centre of 
Hebron, a city of 120.000 
Palestinians. 

The celebration was anend- 


two sides. 

Organisers pressed ahead 
with the rally despite threats 
from the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) to attack 
Israeli targets to avenge the 
killing two weeks ago of its 
main bombmaker. Mohieddin 
Sharif. 

Palestinian police cleared 


‘Controversial rally 
funded by Netanyahu’s 
government’ 


ed by several government fig- 
ures, including Israeli Justice 
Minister Tsahi Hanegbi of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's Likud party. 

Under the Oslo peace 
accords, Israel withdrew in 
January 1996 from SO per 
cent of Hebron, foe last main 
West Bank town to come 
under foe control of foe Pales- 
tinian National Authority. 

Bui Israeli troops remain in 
control of the Jewish enclave 
which is the focal point of fre- 
quent dashes between the 


Israel of involvement in the 
slaying, saying that Sharif 
was killed by fefiow Hamas 
members in an internal feud, 
but Hamas rejected this ver- 
sion and maintained its threat 
of revenge attacks. 

Earlier Sunday four police- 
men and two protesters were 
slightly bun and 32 arrested 
when police tried to prevent 
10 buses carrying 600 sup- 
porters of the leftist Peace 
Now movement from reach- 
ing Hebron, witnesses said. 

The demonstrators pushed 


at the police lines and then 
blocked the main road run- 
ning south from Jerusalem to 
Hebron, sparking scuffles 
with the security forces. 

Police eventually offered to 
let the buses travel as far as 
foe Jewish settlement of Kiiy- 
at Aiba just north of Hebron 
to hold their demonstration. 

Peace Now called the 
demonstration to protest at 
government funding of the 
Hebron rally, one of a long 
series of official events mark- 
ing the creation of the state of 
Israel in 1948. 

The main government event 
for foe jubilee is due to be 
held in Jerusalem on April 30. 

Peace Now published 
advertisements in Israeli 
newspapers Sunday denounc- 
ing the government support 
for the settler rally as *‘a 
shame for Israel” and calling 
on supporters to join a 
counter-demonstration in 
Hebron. 

According to Israeli press 
reports, the government gave 
the Hebron settlers $1 00.000 
to organise the rally. 


Lebanon rejects American pressure to 
consider Israeli pullout offer from south 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon 
rejected cm Saturday a U.S. 
request to “seriously" study an 
offer by Israel to end its 20-year 
military occupation of south 
Lebanon in exchange for secu- 
rity guarantees, saying Israel 
had to pull out unconditionally. 

Resolution 425 adopted by 
the U.N. Security Council in 
1978 requires an unconditional 
withdrawal and Lebanon will 
not negotiate the terms of its 
implementation, Lebanese For- 
eign Minister Fares Bweiz 
insisted in a TV interview. 

Mr. Bweiz confirmed he had 
received a message from U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright Friday asking him to 
“seriously" study foe Israeli 
offer following her talks with 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordecfaal 

"Albright judged that he was 
sincere in his desire to bring 
about withdrawal from south- 
ern Lebanon,” he said. 

“She believes this proposal 
deserves to be studied seriously 
and does not contradict foie 


peace process. 

But he insisted in the inter- 
view from Paris with the 
Lebanese Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration, that he did not share foe 
U.S. secretary of stale’s assess- 
ment. 

"The very fact of agreeing to 
sit down at foe negotiating table 
with Israel means recognising 
that UN. Security Council Res- 
olution 425 is not mandatory 
and needs negotiating,” he said. 

“Agreeing to negotiate would 
annul the essential characteris- 
tics of this resolution which in 
text and spirit is obligatory [for 
Israel] and automatic in its 
implementation. 

“Negotiating 425 would 
mean foal Lebanon is giving up 
demanding its implementation 
by foe Security Council and 
agreeing to its amendment or 
putting into practice in any old 
fashion. 

'This would mean entering 
foe same endless maze as foe 
peace talks between Israel and 
Syria, and Israel and the Pales- 
tinians." he said. 


The Lebanese foreign minis- 
ter insisted that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
was only “trying to put us in a 
position which would deprive 
tie resolution of content'’ 

Me Bweiz. who is to meet his 
French counterpart Hubert 
Vedrine on Tuesday, said he 
would brief foe Lebanese cabi- 
net on his return from Paris 
before sending a written reply 
to Ms. Albright 
He said her message would 
also be discussed at a summit 
meeting in Damascus Monday 
between Lebanese Resident 
Elias Hrawi and Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Ai Assad. 

Lebanon and Syria have both 
called the withdrawal offer 
made by the Israeli cabinet last 
week a "manoeuvre” aimed at 
separating foe Lebanese and 
Syrian tracks in the Middle East 
peace process 

Syria demands that any deal 
on Lebanon be tied to Israeli 
agreement to withdraw from 
the Golan Heights, which Israel 
captured from Syria in 1967 


and annexed in 1981. 

: Peace negotiations between 
Syria and Israel have been sus- 
pended since February 1996. 

But even before foe Israeli 
cabinet's decision, U.N. chief 
Kofi Annan said foe parameters 
for applying U.N. resolutions 
could be negotiable. 

‘T have always maintained 
that Security Council resolu- 
tions were binding and must be 
respected and applied,” he said 
during a visit to Israel late last 
month. 

"But in foe last analysis, it is 
the parties concerned which 
must speak, negotiate, and 
accept the compromises neces- 
sary for applying the resolu- 
tions. They are not self-impc$. 
ing." 

In a statement released on 
April 2, the United Nations 
said that "respect of [any 
foaefi] withdrawal would 
require sane discussions with 
all the concerned parties to be 
totally effective. The secretary 

general asks afi parties to partic- 
le in this process."’ 
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Iraq expects positive U.N. report on 


presidential site inspections — paper 


BAGHDAD (R) — Baghdad 
expects U.N. chief Kofi 
Annan to issue a positive 
report soon on the first round 
of weapons inspections of 
Iraq's so-called presidential 
sites, an influential Iraqi 
newspaper said on Sunday. 

A1 Thawra daily, organ of 
the ruling Baath Party, said 
the fust or “baseline" visits 
that ended on April 3 showed 
that nothing was found at the 
eight palaces, the focus of a 
crisis earlier this year with the 
United Nations inspectors. 

A February deal between 
Mr. Annan and Baghdad 
averted U.S. military strikes 
after Iraqi authorities barred 
inspectors of the U.N. Special 
Commission (TJNSCOM). 
mandated with dismantling 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction, from entering the 
sites. 

“The United Nations secre- 
tary general will submit very 
soon a report to the Security 
Council on the results of vis- 
its by the Special Commis- 


sion to the presidential sites in 
Iraq. No doubt this report will 
be positive,” A1 Thawra said. 

“The visit to these sites took 
place amid complete coopera- 
tion from the Iraqi authorities, 
which everyone acknowl- 
edged.” the paper added 
It said the UJV. secrecuy- 

general and his representative 

in Baghdad, Prakash Shah, 
had expressed their relief over 
the cooperation, as bad ULN. 
Undersecretary-General for 
Disarmament Affairs Jayan- 
tha Dhanapala, who headed a 
team of senior diplomats 
accompanying the inspectors 
on the visits. 

“The most important result 
of these visits is that the team 
did not find in the presidential 
sites none of what the Ameri- 
can and British governments 
claimed was there," said A1 
Thawia’s article, written by 
chairman-editor Sami Medhi. 

“This was decisive proof of 
Iraq's credibility and the lying 
of these two governments 
which wanted from all their 


claims to create a pretext to 
undertake a new military 
aggression against this strug- 
gling country," the paper said 

The United States and 
Britain have sent a naval force 
that remains in die Gulf but 
U.N. officials, including Mr. 
Shah, have spoken of a new 
chapter in the relations with 
Baghdad after completion of 
the initial eight-day visits. 

A UN. report on Thursday 
said Iraq was still failin g to 
provide a full account of its 
biological warfare pro- 
gramme and might still be 
trying to deceive UN. 
weapons inspectors. 

The report said Iraq's latest 
so-calied “full, final and com- 
plete disclosure of its germ 
war programme — the fifth to 
be submitted since 1992 — 
was judged to be incomplete 
and inadequate." 

The report was on the 
results of a technical evalua- 
tion meeting in Vienna late 
last month at which experts 
from 15 countries and three 


UNSCOM members dis- 
cussed with Iraqi officials all 
aspects of its latest biological 
warfare accounting, submit- 
ted last September: 

A1 Thawra said the “more 
balanced" inspection team 
formed under the February 
pact left little room "for 
America's agents in the Spe- 
cial Commission and the 
inspections teams to under- 
take provocations and create 
crises like in the past” 

It concluded: “In all cases, 
the international community 
and public opinion has 
become more understanding 
of Iraq’s just case and more 
aware of the devious Ameri- 
can and British policy per- 
taining to Iraq.” the newspa- 
per noted. 

Stringent United Nations 
trade sanctions slapped on 
Iraq after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait can not be lifted until 
UNSCOM states that Iraq has 
dismantled all its weapons of 
mass destruction. 


129 killed in escape attempt from 
military camp — Sudanese opposition 


CAIRO (AFP) — A 
Sudanese opposition leader 
said Sunday that 129 
Sudanese conscripts died in a 
revolt at a military camp nine 
days ago. far more than Khar- 
toum has acknowledged. 

“The medical examiner's 
report said that 74 died from 
broken ‘ necks and bullet 
wounds to their midsections, 
stomachs, necks or spinal 
columns,” said Sadeq A1 
Mahdi. leader of the main 
northern opposition Umma 
Party. 

Another 55 drowned. Mr. 
Mahdi said in a statement, 
referring to the only victims 
acknowledged by the 
Sudanese government Mon- 
day. 


“Only the bodies of 12 vic- 
tims were handed over to 
their relatives while 1 17 oth- 
ers were buried in mass 
graves the night of April 6.'' 

Fifteen of die conscripts 
were still in the camp, which 
“initially held 261 students in 
harsh conditions with only 
one meal a day and unclean 
water to drink.” 

Mr. Mahdi said Saturday 
that nearly 120 youths at the 
camp southeast of Khartoum 
had been “massacred” April 3 
for demanding time off for 
‘Eid A1 Adha (feast of sacri- 
fice). He said a clash had bro- 
ken out between the young 
men and armed guards who 
refused to let them go home. 
The newspaper Alwan of 


Khartoum reported Monday 
that an overloaded boat with 
conscripts fleeing from the 
Ailefun military camp sank 
and 55 of them had drowned. 

The paper said 260 of the 
2.100 conscripts at the camp 
were missing. 

On Wednesday, Sudanese 
President Omar A1 Bashir 
issued a decree allowing stu- 
dents to put off compulsory 
military service until after 
they graduate from university, 
instead of having to join up 
straight from secondary 
school. 

Every 18-year-old 

Sudanese male must perform 
18-24 months of national mil- 
itary service before he can 
obtain work or travel abroad. 


Thousands in Baghdad’s streets 
to prepare for Saddam’s birthday 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Police 
blocked traffic, buses hauled 
in recruits and tens of thou- 
sands of men. women and 
children drilled with machine 
guns Sunday to prepare for a 
very special occasion. 

Saddam Hussein turns 61 on 
April 28. and the bash for the 
Iraqi leader promises to be 
big. 

Celebrations are planned 
throughout Iraq, with the 
largest inTikrit, the hometown 
of Mr. Hussein and his closest 
relatives. 

Iraq has traditionally held 
lavish festivals to mark Ml 
H ussein's birthday, despite 
grinding poverty caused by 
the U.N. economic embargo 
imposed after Iraq invaded 


Kuwait in 1990. 

Last year, when he turned 
60, more than 20 gold-plated 
statues depicting different 
stages of Mr. Hussein's life 
were unveiled in Baghdad and 
other main cities. Sixty yachts 
imported from Turkey took 
part in a procession in the 
Tigris River, which runs 
through Baghdad. 

Some of die presents: Gold- 
plated weapons, silver swords 
and carpets in which Mr. Hus- 
sein's portrait was stitched- 

On Sunday, police blocked 
roads leading to parks and to 
Celebration Square, which 
commemorates the 1980-S8 
war with Iran. Streets were 
jammed with buses carrying 
recruits for training. 


In downtown Baghdad, tens 
of thousands of Iraqi men. 
women and children drilled 
with machine guns. They will 
take part in the parade through 
Tikrit on April 28. 

During a Cabinet meeting 
last month, Mr. Hussein 
ordered that anyone killed or 
injured during training for the 
birthday celebration would be 
considered a casualty of wac 
That would make them eligi- 
ble for benefits, including a 
parcel of land to build a house, 
the daily newspaper Babel 
reported Sunday. 

It was not known whether 
Ml Hussein would make an 
appearance. In the past he has 
stayed away, even from the 
party inTikrit. 


Egyptian 
justice takes 
more than 30 
years to work 


CAIRO (AFP) — An 
employee of the Egyptian 
municipality of Tanta has 
been waiting 32 years for a 
final court verdict on his 
lawsuit against the northern 
city, demanding a promo- 
tion. 

Hassan Ahmed Halabi 
filed the lawsuit against 
Tanta in 1966 to get a pro- 
motion and pay increases, 
the Egyptian government 
newspaper A1 Akhbar 
reported Sunday. 

An administrative court 
ruled in his favour the same 
year, but in January 1967 the 
municipality appealed. 

It took 30 years to bring 
the case before the adminis- 
trative appeals court, which 
is still examining iL the 
paper said. 

AI Akhbar did not say 
what happened to Mr. Hal- 
abi 's career in the meantime. 



TOURISTS EXAMINE TUTANKHAMEN SARCOPHAGUS:. Tourists Sunday 
admire the Tutankhamen sarcophagus, which has been moved into a new place at 
the Cairo museum. Museum officials have moved most of the museum’s cache of 
golden treasures into three halls that have been fitted with state-of-tb e-art securi- 
ty systems (Reuters photo) 


In message of peace, Pope gives 
veiled denunciation of Israel 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) — In 
an Easter message of peace. 
Pope John Paul U on Sunday 
issued a veiled denunciation of 
Israel's settlements policy in 
Jerusalem. 

In his traditional Easter Sun- 
day address to 50.000 Roman 
Catholic faithful in Sl Peter's 
Square, in the Vatican, the 
Pope called for peace through- 
out the world, and prayed 
"particularly" for the holy city. 

The pontiff said he prayed 
that the Easter message of 
peace would “be an inspiration 
to the leaders of the nations 
and to every person of good- 
will. especially in the Middle 
East and particularly in 
Jerusalem, where peace is put 
at risk by dangerous political 
decisions.” 

Diplomats based in Rome 


said the call was a clear refer- 
ence to the Israeli govern- 
ment’s controversial policy of 
allowing new Israeli settle- 
ments around Jerusalem. 

The settlements policy has 
angered Palestinians and come 
close to scuppering the peace 
process in the Middle East 

Without citing explicitly the 
Northern Ireland peace 
accord, agreed on Good Fri- 
day. the pontiff said be hoped 
Easter would "give fresh 
courage to those who have 
believed and stiD believe in 
dialogue as the way to settle 
national and international ten- 
sions." 

The Vatican's official voice. 
Radio Vatican, on Saturday 
praised the Northern Ireland 
agreement as the “dawn of a 
new era after 30 years of 


attacks and bloody conflict" 

'Today is the feast of all wit- 
nesses: including those of our 
own century, who have fro- 
claimed Christ amid the terror 
unleashed by the blind haired 
which has tragically engulfed 
individuals and whole 
nations," the Pope told the 
massive crowd gathered in 
front of the Vatican for die 
Easter service. 

He prayed for “the men and 
women of our own time, 
caught up in fratricidal strife 
and slaughter which reopen 
the wounds of ethnic rivalries, 
and in different parts of eveiy 
continent, especially in Africa 
and in Europe, are now sow- 
ing in the earth the seed of 
dead and new conflicts for a 
sad tomorrow” 


Yilmaz begins tour of Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
left for Central Asia Sunday 
for a four-day visit of Uzbek- 
istan and Kyrgyzstan to pro- 
mote economic ties. 

“At present political ties 
with these countries are at an 
excellent level." Mr. Yilmaz 


before his 


told reporters 
departure. 

“I believe that we have to 
work hard to improve eco- 
nomic and code ties." 

Mr. Yilmaz. accompanied 
by a large business delegation, 
will meet President Islam 
Karimov in Uzbekistan and 


go co Kyrgysztan Tuesday for 
talks with President Askar 
Akayev and other officials. 

Turkey has several econom- 
ic and cultural cooperation 
agreements with tine former 
Soviet republics with which it 
shares ethnic and linguistic 
ties. 


Algerian 

Islamic 

council 

allows 

abortion 

for rape 

victims 


figure. 


ritil now, rape has been a 
relatively little discussed 
aspect of foe violence in 
Algeria, winch has claimed 
-more than 26JX3P lives in the 
past -six years* -according to 
“the government and more 
than 70,000 according to the 
UJS. State Department 
A new mark was set Friday 
when state television broad- 
cast interviews with young, 
unveiled women describing 
daily rapes and gang rapes 
they suffered as the prisoners 
of Islamists. 


Hajj stampede death toll ‘more than 118’ — minister 


DUBAI (AFP) — Saudi Arabia's minis- 
ter for pilgrimage affairs said in an inter- 
view published Sunday that more than 
118 Muslim pilgrims were killed in the 
stampede on Thursday at Mina, near the 
Holy City of Mecca. 

“More than US pilgrims were killed 
and more than ISO others, including 34 
Saudis, were injured." Mahmoud Ben 
Mohammad Safer told the London- 
based Arabic newspaper A1 Hayar. 

The minister did not provide an exact 
figure for the number of people killed in 
the stampede, which occurred during a 
ceremoav in Mina known as the "Ston- 


ing of Satan.” in which pilgrims hurl 
pebbles at pillars representing the devil. 

The Saudi authorities have said previ- 
ously that 1 1 8 pilgrims died, including 
24 Indians, nine Turks, nine Pakistanis, 
seven .Algerians, five Saudis, three 
Bangladeshis, four Moroccans, two 
Indonesians, two Egyptians and a 
Kuwaiti. 

The minister said four of the injured 
Saudis, including a woman, had died 
and (he others remained hospitalised in 
Mecca. 

He said it was taking awhile to identi- 
fy the dead because manv of the victims 


were not wearing the identification 
bracelets (hat the Saudi authorities had 
asked them to don. 

“Some pilgrims were not wearing 
their IDs which they left with their per- 
sonal effects." he said. 

Mr. Safer also said that the pilgrims 
had failed to heed crowd control warn- 
ings and were overcome with “religious 
enthusiasm." 

An estimated 700,000 pilgrims hnd 
jammed onto an overpass to throw 
stones at three pillars representing the 
devil, one of the final Hajj rituals, just 
before (he stampede began. 


Ml Safer said "the design and capaci- 
ty of the overpass and the oiganisaiioa of 
the pilgrims’ movements were not direct 
causes of the accident” 

However, be said that “plans will be 
considered to organise usa g e of the over- 
pass by pilgrims in a civilised manner” 
A1 Hayar cited Saudi rtwdngran 
Abdullah AJ Jabrin as saying that the 
accident could prompt clerics to issue a 
religious decree allowing the stoning 
ceremony to be staggered throughout the 
day and not only after tbe call for midday 
prayers as is currently the practice. 


IORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 
16:20 Cartoon — The New Fred 
and Barney Show 

16:30 Jrench Programmes 

18:00 - Riding High 

18:30 Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

1 9: 15 Cinq Sur Cinq 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Hope and 
Gloria 

20:00 Documentary — Perspec- 
tive 

20 JO The American Chart Show 

21:10 Drama — Marker 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO ..Drama — Law and Older 

23:10 Baywatch Nights 

23:59 _End of TLX. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:45. Fair 

06:05 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:36 Dhuhr 

16:12 'Asr 

19:07 Maghreb 

20:27 — 'Isha 


CHURCHES 


Anglican Church 
4624853/46248 1 1 . 

St. Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 8H295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
5eh TeL 5920146 
The Uniale Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

Tbe Armenian Catholic Church 
771331 


9-11 degrees centigrade, and 
winds will be southeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, it will be hot, 
dusty and winds southerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman.. 18/34 

Aqaba 2S/41 

Deserts — .....1635 

Jordan Valley ...25/42 


ERBID: 

De. Fawd Abu! Haija .252970 

A1 Quds pharmaev .. ( — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 9S5550 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 


HOSPITALS 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


<03 1314111 


03:05 ...-Dhaka, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
03:15 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


12:20 -Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) i 

12:45 .Kuwait (RJ) 

13:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 


.AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Speci.nl 
Surcorv 5921199 


The L4amic .AKii 


.5666131/7 


EMERGENCIES 


Hussein Medical Centre TeL 8368 1 3. 
856856 

Luzmila .4630195 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


19:30 Brussels (add) (RJ) 

21:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 


Yesterday’s high temperatures; 
Amman 325. Aqaba 40 Humidity 
readings: Amman 18 per cenL 
Aqaba 14 percenL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Tawfiq Qnb'ain 4623029 

Dr. Hisham Kan’an 
..7906 

Dr. Hawaxndefa .*32350 

Dr. KhaldotmAsfour 699440 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
SvreifieETel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
■ Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
It will be hoL dry during the day. 
warm during the night, with tem- 
peratures rising above average by 


Finis pharmacy .5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy - 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy .4637055 

Naircukh pharmacy .......4623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy „4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy — 4637660 
Najib pharmacy 847632 


Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

&TlDrierreI>!rartr^ 

Civil Defence immediate Rescue 

.463034.] 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue 191 4621 11 1. 4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 2*605800 

Price Complaints -..-5661 176 

Vrtfcr &. Stacks Carrtrt, _$97467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

757111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance! 121 

Overseas Calk __.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs- .4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs..- .5661 101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5630 100 


J. Electricity Authority 8 1 56 1 5 

Electric Pot er Co. .463638 1 

RJ Flight Informarion....44-532ro 
Queen .Alia ImL Airport —44-53200 


Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal .Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 2*60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital -5669 1 3 i 

University Hospital ,845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ..5667227/9 

AI-Ahli. Abdalt 5664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajresn ...77710!/? 

Ai-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...5602240/50 

.Am a! Hospital 5674 1 55 

ZARQA: 

Zarqj Guvt. Hospital 

1 09 1983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

-...<091900560 

fhn Sina Hospital, <09)986732 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

- J 09 199099 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

<02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

— «... <02)272275 

Ibn AI Nalecs Hospital 
I.02.I247J 00 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian tRJl information 
department at the Queen Alia 
InScnuiriunul Airport TcL 

<44)53200-5. where it should 

always he verified Information on 
other Rides can he supplied /hi 
phone 4/ i 327001 


Other Flights 

KWO Cairo /MS) 

14:10 .Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 


22:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

23:40 Sanaa (RJ) 

02:00 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


15:40 

15:45 

19:05 

19:45 

22:15 

22:25 

23:45 

0U30 


Doha (QR) 

JChartoum (SD) 

— Frankfen (LH) 

Dubai (EK) 

— Istanbul (SD) 

— -Tel Aviv (LY) 

.Athens, Beirut (OA) 

Amsterdam. Damascus (EK) 


04:00 .Touzour (add) (RJ) 

05:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:15 

06:35 

07-JO 


Jstanbul <TK) 1 
-.Lamaca (CY).j 
.Paris (AF) 


wave 
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to 




ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
ria's Islamic High Council 
has issued an unprecedented 
edict allowing abortions for 
women raped during attacks 
by Is lamis ts, the AI Khabar 
newspaper said Sunday. 

According to the edict, 
whose date was not given, 
terminati on can only be 
authorised “in cases of 
extreme necessity and with a 
medical note staring no risk 
to tbe mother,” the newspa- 
per said 

The coundL which is the 
highest Islamic body in Alge- 
ria. also stressed that rape by 
terrorists was the only possi- 
ble condition for allowing an 
abortion to be carried out 

Islam normally prohibits 
abortion, except if it can be 
proved that carrying the preg- 
nancy to term could put the 
women's life in danger. 

Since Algeria was plunged 
into conflict in 1992 after die 
government cancelled elec- 
tions an Islamist party was 
poised to win, some 1,600 
cases of rape by Islamists 
have been reported. AI 
Khabar said 

However, given the stigma 
attached to victims of rape 
here, tbe true number of cases 
is certainly many times that 
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ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:30 Jeddah i add. i ("RJ) 

09:00 Sanaa (RJ» 

09:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ» 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:30 Damascus (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJi 

10-J0 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

1030 DubaL Abu Dhabi (RJ] 

17:05 Cairo (RJ> 

I7L30 Jjmdon(RJ) 

17:45 ...New York. .Amsterdam (RJ) 

17=55 POnsudan<addj(RJ) 

18-30 Jeddah (add) (RJI 

18:45 Kuwait (RJi 

19:40 Casablanca. Tunis I RJ) 

22:00 Brussels (add) (RJ) 

02=30 Jakarta. Bangkok. Abu 
Dhabi (RJi 


Royal Wings IRW) 

® 7s ®5 Tel Aviv (RW) 

08:25 Amman tQAlA) (RW) 

08:1s Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

12:10 -Amman (QAIAl(RW) 

13:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW» 


08:20 

08:45 

U^0 

15:00 

I5»0 

16l» 

16:45 


— JLondon (AF) i 
Beirut (ME) j 
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.Cairo (MS) 


.Bahrain (GF); 


■'4 5k. 


- 'c 


..Vienna (OS) 
.„J)oba(QR); 


Jstanbul (SD) 


Aqaba (RW) 

-J.50 .‘\mman (Marka Airport) 


20:45 JDubsd (EK) . 

23:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:15 ........ Khartoum (SD) . 

02 JO -Amsterdam (KL) ; 



bur 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06 JO Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) | 
07a) Tel Aviv (WV); 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

-Beirut (Rij 

!?’?? Dhaka tadd) (RJ) 

10 Brussels. New York (add) (RJ) 

Bn ®*raj> 

1 *“ ou drortsudan (add) (RJ) 

12:15 ■■--Frankfort. London (RJ) 


08^5 — Amman (QAIA) (RW : 
0950 Amman (Marka Airport) ■ 
(RW) i 

11:20 (RW) ; 

12:40 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
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PRINCE RA’D OPENS TRAINING COURSE: His Royal Highness Prince Ra'd 
Ben Zeid on Sunday opens a tr aining course for non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and voluntary societies helping the disabled. The course, which is being 
held at Queen Zein A1 Sharaf Development Complex, was jointly launched by the 
Jordanian-Eoropean Information, Training and Technical Assistance (JETT) Pro- 
granune for NGOs in cooperation with the Queen Alia Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (Petra photo) 


Proceeds from music festival distributed 
to humanitarian, health organisations 


Court sentences two to prison 
terms for 1997 murder, robbery 


Heat wave 
expected 
to continue 
for next 
four days 

AMMAN ( J.T.) — The heat 
wave that has hit Jordan over 
the past week is expected to 
continue for at least four 
more days, with temperatures 
in Amman soaring to 34 
degrees Celsius dining the 
day and' dropping to 18 at 
night the Meteorology 
Department announced Sun- 
day. 

Department Director 
Haitham Sha’er said the beat 
wave has been caused by a 
high pressure cell centred 
over eastern Turkey and a hot 
air mass over the Arabian 
Peninsula accompanied by 
dry hot easterly winds Wow- 
ing westward toward the 
region of the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

According to Mr. Sha’er, 
average April temperatures in 
Jordan reach a high of 22 
degrees and a low of nine. 

But he pointed out that such 
hot spells are not unknown in 
the Kingdom. In April 1928, 
the highest April temperature 
recorded in Amman was 39.2 
degrees during a heat wave 
that lasted nine days, and in 
April 1950. the capital city 
was struck with a heat wave 
for 12 days, during which 
temperatures reached 33.9. 
he said. 

According to the depart- 
ment director;. Jordan wit- 
nessed a beat wave in April 
1994 that raised temperatures 
in Amman to 36 degrees Cel- 
sius. 

The moderate easterly 
win ds accompanying the heat 
are Dot laden with sand, as are 
the kbamsimc winds blowing 
horn Libya and Egypt, die : 
department said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
proceeds from the Orbit 
Song Festival, which was 
held in Amman earlier this 
year, were distributed Sun- 
day as directed by Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath to humanitarian 
and health-oriented organi- 
sations, according to press 
release. 

The National Blood 
Bank, the Hospice Organi- 
sation, the Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) and the Young 
Muslim Women’s Associa- 
tion (YMWA) are the 
organisations that benefited 
from the funds raised. 

In a celebration attended 
by the YMWA Executive 
Board, a cheque was pre- 
sented to the National 
Blood Bank, which intends 


to purchase equipment to 
improve blood transfusion 
services in the country. The 
blood bank. West Amman 
branch, and the Zarqa 
Regional Blood Bank will 
benefit on this occasion 
from the new equipment, 
the statement said. 

Jordan is among the 
countries in the region that 
have successfully devel- 
oped national transfusion 
services. The main goal of 
the national blood banks is 
to provide safe blood and 
blood products to patients 
in need. 

Princess Sarvath is the 
patron of the National 
Blood Bank and supports it 
in achieving its goals and 
objectives, of which the 
main one is to help the 
National Blood Transfu- 


sion Services in the King- 
dom reach and maintain 
international standards, 
according to the announce- 
ment 

There are thirty blood 
banks in the Kingdom, 
twenty of which are run by 
the Ministry of Health 
while the remaining ten are 
run by the Royal Medical 
Services, Jordan University 
Hospital, the JNRCS and 
the Islamic Hospital. 

In 1997, 104.614 units of 
blood were collected in the 
country'. Twenty-seven per 
cent of the blood donors 
were volunteers and 73 per 
cent were family replace- 
ment blood donors. 

The statement said that 
only two per cent of the 
population in Jordan are 
blood donors. 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal _ 
Court has sentenced an adult * 
and a minor to jail terms of 
12 and 20 years, respectively, 
after they were found guilty 
of robbing and murdering an 

80-year-old woman in 
Ramtha last year. 

Ahmad Hamdan. 20, was 
originally sentenced to death 
for murdering Fauneh Taha 
on May 13, f997 after steal- 
ing JD65 from her house. But 
the sentence was reduced to 
20 years in prison “because 
he is v-oung and committed 
the crime in complicity with 
another person.” 

The court also sentenced 
Mohammad Freih, 17, to 12 


International 
medical 
conference 
expected to 
draw over 200 
specialists 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
danian Society for Ear, Nose 
and Throat Medicine will hold 
its first international confer- 
ence in Amman on April 20 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor with the 
participation of more than 200 
specialists from Jordan, .Arab 
and foreign countries. 

The head of the conference’s 
preparatory committee, Has- 
son Badran, said the confer- 
ence will be held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre under the 
theme: ‘'Raising the Standard 
of the Profession and Main- 
taining Contacts with Special- 


years in jail for the same 
charges. He will be trans- 
ferred to a juvenile centre 
until he turns 18 but will be 
sent back to a jail to serve the 
full period. 

.According to court docu- 
ments. the two defendants 
decided io rob the victim, 
who lived on her own. 

“On the night of the mur- 
der. the two entered her house 
and attacked her while she 
was sleeping. Hamdan 
pinned ber to the bed. while 
Freih strangled her to death 
with his bare hands.” the 
court said. The two escaped 
with JD65. 

Tbe verdict, handed down 
last week by Justices Marwan 
Dabbas, Sami Karaki and 
Ibrahim Ali, will be reviewed 


AMMAN l J.T. i — Minister 
of Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kurdi on Sunday 
said the ministry' is taking 
major steps to introduce a 
national health plan soon. 

The scheme will guaran- 
tee good medical service 
for citizens at govemment- 
run hospitals, according to 
Dr. Kurdi, who was speak- 
ing during an inspection 
visit to the ministry’s pri- 
mary health care depart- 
ment. 

The department is 
entrusted with providing 
primary health care in 
schools and is in charge of 
sanitation and centres deal- 
ing with chest diseases. 

Dr. Kurdi said the Min- 
istry of Health is at present 
making plans to improve 
public medical services and 
has allocated S6 million to 
improve the skills and effi- 


by a higher court within 30 
days. 

Man convicted of 
murder resentenced 

Also last week, a different 
court tribunal, re-trying a 35- 
year-old father who was sen- 
tenced to 15 years in jail in 
February after he was found 
guilty' of killing his son in 
Jabal Nadif in May 1997, 
decided to halve his sentence. 

The court tribunal, presided 
over by Judge Mohammad 
Ajarmeh and including 
Judges Mifleh Mubeidin and 
Issa Hamdan. had sentenced 
Aief Ashour to 15 years for 
setting his 1 1 -year-old son 
ablaze. 

But in April, the Court of 


ciency of health workers, 
including doctors and nurs- 
es, through advanced train- 
ing programmes. 

Earlier this month. Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali urged the ministry' to 
speed up work on finalising 
a national health insurance 
plan to cover all citizens. 

The prime minister also 
said the ministry should 
take steps to offer citizens 
the best possible medical 
service. 

Under the present system, 
only government employ- 
ees, their dependants and 
poor people have the right 
to free treatment at govern- 
ment hospitals. Private sec- 
tor employees must pay for 
treatment at both govern- 
ment and private hospitals. 

Under the ministry’s plan, 
all Jordanians will be enti- 
tled to treatment at govera- 


Cassation returned the case to 
the Criminal Court asking it 
to commute the sentence 
because the mother and 
brother of the victim dropped 
charges against the boy. 

According to court docu- 
ments, Nidal and two of his 
brothers were studying in the 
front yard of their house. 
Their screaming awakened 
their father and angered him. 
“He went out and asked them 
to tear up their books, but 
Nidal refused. So his faiher 
took him to the bathroom, 
poured kerosene on him and 
set him on fire.” 

Minutes later, Mr. Ashour 
put out the fire and rushed his 
son to A1 Bashir Hospital, 
where he died two days later 
from severe bums. 


ment hospitals and health 
centres without discrimina- 
tion. 

During his inspection 
visit. Dr. Kurdi said the pri- 
mary health care depan- 
mem provides an essential 
service to the country and 
the people. He said the gov- 
ernment will soon 
announce the beginning of 
operations of the Jordanian 
Medical Institution, an 
organisation that will 
assume many of the respon- 
sibilities of the ministry, 
which will be left with the 
tasks of ensuring primary 
health care and supervising 
the general health situation. 

The minister inspected 
computer and data collec- 
tion training procedures for 
personnel. He stud the first 
group of trainees will com- 
plete their courses early 
next month. 


Health ministry to introduce national 
health insurance plan soon — Kurdi 




IN BRIEF 


Kaabneh receives Pak- 
istani mifitary delegation 

AMMAN (Pena) — The 
chapman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Field Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaab- 
neh, on Sunday received a 
Pakistani military delega- 
tion. Field Marshal Kaabneh 
and tbe delegation discussed 
tbe situation in die Middle 
East as well as scopes of 
military cooperation 
between Jordan and Pak- 
istan. 

Amman mayor attends 
tree-planting ceremony 

AMMAN (Petra) — 


Amman Mayor Mamdoub 
Abbadi on Sunday attended 
a tree-planting ceremony in 
tbe Zahran area. Tbe planti- 
ng ceremony was organised 
by fee Arab Women’s Soci- 
ety in Wadi Abdoun. 

Culture minister, Iranian 
ambassa dor dfamgc 
cooperation agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Culture and Youth 
Talal Sata’an Hasson 
received Iranian Ambas- 
sador Mohammad Ali Sub- 
hani. wife whom be 
reviewed means of activat- 
ing a bilateral cooperation 
agreement signed in 1997. 


what’s going on 


FILMS 

* “Le charme discret de la 
bourgeoisie” at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, Jabal Wabdeb at 
fc30 pan. and 8:30 pun. 

* German film “Die Angst des 
Tormanns beim Elfmeter” (with 
subtitles in English) at Abdul 
Hameed Sboman Foundation, 
Jabal Amman on Tuesday. April 
I4,ai6:30p.iii. 

LECTURES 

* Lecture on “Crimes of Hon- 
our in Jordan” (in Arabic) by 
Rana Husseini at the Women 
Graduates of Arab Universities 
Club (off Gardens Sl) at 5:00 
p-m. 

* “Arab Thought and Mod- 
ernisation Challenges^ (in Ara- 
bic) by Dr. Hisham Ghassib at 
Abdul Hameed Sboman Foun- 
dation, Jabal Amman at 600 


pjn. 

BALLET 

* Ballet performance by the 
smdents of the Ahliyyah School 
for Girls at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, April 14 and 15, at 8:00 
pm 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Maurice Haddad 
at Hammurabi Arts Gallery. 
Gardens Street (TeL 5536098), 
until April 22. 

* Exhibition of works by Jor- 
danian artists Remain Rshaid. 
Abdullah Thdshai and Qasem 
A1 Dwairi at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre, until April 16. 

* Paintings on handmade 
paper at Noor AJ Hussein Foun- 
dation, off Wadi Saqra St (Tel- 
5699141/2). until April 25. 


British tour group visits 
south on Hijaz Railway 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group 
of 50 British tourists Sun- 
day made a trip on a steam- 
run train along fee old Hijaz 
Railway line in the compa- 
ny of Minister of Tourism 
and Antiquities Akel Biltaji. 

The train took the all- 
women group from fee rail- 
way station in Amman to 
Um AJ Hiran, Jizeh and 
Qatraneh in the south on an 
excursion organised by fee 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities. 

In a statement to the press, 
Mr. Biltaji said fee old rail- 
way line is one of Jordan's 
treasures in view of its close 
connection to historical 
events and fee Great Arab 
Revolt 

Hie Hijaz Railway was 
constructed between 1901 
and 1908 upon fee direc- 
tives of Ottoman Sultan 
Abdul Hamid 13. It was 
financed entirely through 
contributions from Islamic 
countries and Muslims 
worldwide. 

The line originally ran 
from Damascus to Medina, 
a total of 1,304 kilometres, 
to transport pilgrims to the 
Holy City of Mecca during 
the Hajjj season. Political 
circumstances prevented fee 
extension of fee track from 
Medina to Mecca. 

Before the railway’s con- 
struction. fee pilgrimage 
could take up to 30-40 days 
by camel, donkey or on 
foot. The train reduced feat 
to a mere two to three days. 

The railway was also used 
to facilitate military move- 


ment, communication and 
greater centralisation of fee 
ailing Ottoman Empire. 

Mr. Biltaji said the min- 
istry was keen on encourag- 
ing domestic tourism, 
including train rides and 
visits to archaeological 
sites. 

The women tourists 
expressed their pleasure in 
riding the old train, saying 
feat they were searching for 
similar steam-run trains, 
which are a rarity these 
days. 

Following their visit to 
Jordan, the group is plan- 
ning to go to Syria. 

Meanwhile, a delegation 
from fee Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities left 
Amman for Algiers Sunday 
to take part in an 
international tourism exhi- 
bition opening today. 

The bead of fee delega- 
tion, Abdullah Abu Ayyash, 
said a wing has been set up 
at the exhibition to give 
information on Jordan’s pri- 
vate and public tourism sec- 
tors and display facets of fee 
country’s tourism industry. 

Dr. Abu Ayyash said Jor- 
dan is seeking to market its 
tourist and archaeological 
sites in fee Arab countries in 
North Africa. He noted that 
an Algerian tourism delega- 
tion recently visited Jordan 
and signed a protocol on 
bilateral cooperation in 
tourism. 

He added that Jordan is 
featuring posters, documen- 
taries and other materials at 
fee exhibition. 


ists in Arab countries and the 
Wodd.^ 

Dr. Badran told a press con- 
ference -Sunday that the three- 
day conference will cover top- 
ics related to ear, throat and 
head surgery and treating snor- 
ing and allergies using laser, 
among other relevant subjects. 

During fee conference, two 
seminars will be held on ear, 
nose and throat surgery, while 
on fee sidelines of the confer- 
ence fee society wifi organise 
an exhibition in Mich major 
firms from Arab and foreign 
countries will take part, be 
added. 

Dr. Badran said 20 lectures 
will be delivered at the confer- 
ence, and delegates will review 
40 working papers to be sub- 
mitted by specialists from 
France, the U.S., Germany. 
Austria, Belgium, fee Nether- 
lands, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, 
Palestine, Saudi Arabia and 
Iraq. 

In addition, fee delegates 
will be taken on a tour of 
touristic and archaeological 
sites in the country. 



UKRAINIAN AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS: The new Ukrainian 
ambassador to Jordan, Yevgeny Michenko, Sunday presents his credentials to 
Deputy Prime Minister for Development Affairs and Foreign Minister Jawad Anani 
(Petra photo) 


Shrine renovations awaiting funding — ministry 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Sunday said lark of funds 
could hamper an ambitious 
multi-million dinar plan to 
rehabilitate over 20 ancient 
mosques and holy shrines 
housing the remains of many 
of the companions of Prophet 
Mohammad. 

The sites, scattered across 
Jordan, have become a major 
attraction for religious and cul- 
tural tours. Iran’s majority 
Shi’ite population, many of 


whom have started visiting the 
Kingdom after Jordan eased 
travel restrictions, are also 
interested in visiting these 
shrines. 

‘The ministry is still study- 
ing the scheme and wants to 
implement it,” Abdullah 
Ensour. director of Islamic 
tourism and antiquities at the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Reli- 
gious Affairs, told the Jordan 
Times 

T3ut without proper financ- 
ing, the ministry cannot afford 
to implement the plan.” 

Tbe scheme, which also 
includes excavating Islamic 


sites and mosques to restore 
them, carries an estimated cost 
of JD4.2 million. 

Mr. Ensour said fear under 
the plan, libraries housing 
thousands of books on human- 
ities and Islamic civilisation 
would be set up next to many 
of the existing and new 
mosques. 

The plan also calls for appro- 
priating land around many 
sites to help preserve them. 
Regulations to protect, devel- 
op, and improve these sites 
would be needed and booklets 
promoting fee sites and docu- 
menting fee various Islamic 


battles on Jordanian soil would 
also be prepared, he added. 

To raise funds, Mr. Ensour 
suggested an increase in the 
budget set aside for the Royal 
Commission for Restoring 
Shrines and the involvement of 
: A1 aj Bayr Foundation to 
enable them carry out the plan. 

’ He also suggested fee cre- 
ation of a department for 
Islamic tourism and antiquities 
to function under the min- 
istry’s umbrella. The depart- 
ment would coordinate mar- 
keting efforts wife fee Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities to 
promote fee sites. 


S: Amman bureau of European humanitarian office officially begins operations 


i' y "' 
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By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The European 
Commission has approved a new 
package of humanitarian aid 


The aid package is managed by 
the European Community 
Humanitarian Office (ECHO) in 
Amman and will enable specialist 
organisations, of the U-N- and 
non-governmental organisations 


(NGOs) to cany out programmes 
over fee next six to eight months. 

ECHO'S regional bureau for- 
mally opened its doors at the end 
of March in A mman to serve 
refugees and vulnerable groups in 
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen 
the Palestinian self-rule 

areas. 

Tt was decided in Brussels feat 
due to Jordan’s strategic location 
in fee Middle East, an office in 
Jordan would give easy access to 
countries covered by ECHO," 
Emilio Menendez, ECHO Middle 


East coordinator, told fee Jordan 
Tunes in a recent interview. 

In Jordan, ECHO has for the 
first time earmarked approxi- 
mately JD480.000 for Palestinian 
refugees living in camps here. 

Diplomats have said humanitar- 
ian aid continues to be vital in fee 
region, especially since fee peace 
process has been faltering. 

ECHO began, operations in 
Palestine and Lebanon five years 
ago, supervising and monitoring 
relief programmes for refugees 
and vulnerable groups in these 


debt-riddled areas. Its work was 
later extended to cover Jordan 
and Syria. 

“The Amman office is currently 
assessing the needs and priorities 
of Palestinian refugees and also 
the vulnerable Jordanian groups. 
A proposal will be sent to Brus- 
sels with an evaluation of fee sit- 
uation,” Mr. Menendez a d d ed 
without elaborating. 

ECHO also works on demining 
areas and providing surgical care 
and rehabilitation to victims of 
these explosives in northern parts 


of Iraq, home to many Kurds. The 
region remains threatened by 
internal strife and frequent incur- 
sions from fee Turkish army. 

ECHO has already secured 
approval from fee European 
Commission for a humanitarian 
aid package that will enable 
European NGOs to use approxi- 
mately JD1.5 million for relief 
operations related to anti-person- 
nel mines in northern Iraq. 

Jordan, according to army offi- 
cials, suffers from fee threat of 
280,000 anti-personnel mines 


planted mainly along the border 
with Israel during its 46-year state 
of war wife the Jewish state. A 
fraction of them have been dem- 
ined and Jordan has long sought 
foreign aid to remove fee rest. 

Mr. Menendez did not rule out 
fee possibility of including demi- 
ning as part of ECHO’S work in 
Jordan. 

ECHO networks wife European 
NGOs, United Nations agencies 
and other international organisa- 
tions to raise funds for its opera- 
tions after submitting proposals. 


In Amman, ECHO is about to 
start networking wife European 
NGOs who are looking for Jor- 
danian partners. 

“Once a European NGO gets 
funding for a proposal made for 
fee country it is working in, then 
this NGO has to work wife local 
counterparts to improve the qual- 
ity of life for fee concerned 
party,” said Mr. Menendez. 

Programmes currently being 
implemented by ECHO partners 
are predominantly geared 
towards the health sector. 


worth around JD2.4 million for 
those in need in Jordan, Lebanon, " and 
fee West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
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Two Koreas inch towards 


accord in high-level talks 


BEIJING fAFP) — Norrh 
and South Korean officials 
struggled towards an 
accord here Sunday after 
agreeing to discuss their 
different demands simulta- 
neously at landmark gov- 
ernment-level talks. 

“We have agreed to dis- 
cuss the fertiliser issue in 
parallel with ways of 
improving inter-Korean 
ties and the issue of sepa- 
rated families." said South 
Korean chief delegate 
Jeong Se-Hyun on the sec- 
ond day of die meeting. 

Mr. Jeong’s North Korean 
counterpart Jon Kum-Chol 
said: “We had sincere talks. 
We have reached an agree- 
ment on a broad principle 
bur there are differences on 
how to get there.” 

“We need more meetings 
to narrow down differ- 
ences." he said. 

The two sides held 90 
minutes of closed-door, 
working-level talks later 
Sunday to iron out differ- 
ences. 

“It is the first time in 
three years and nine 
months that we are holding 
these kind of talks. 
Therefore, there are too 
many things to discuss. We 
are going to handle them 
one bv one " Mr. Jon told 


journalists after the work- 
ing-level discussions. 

The talks will resume 
Monday, another North 
Korean official said. 

North Korea reportedly 
wants 200,000 tonnes of 
nitrate fertilisers from 
South Korea, which has 
said it has enough supplies 
and would even offer more 
aid if Pyongyang officially 
asked for it. 

But the South said fer- 
tiliser aid for the North’s 
disaster-hit farms would be 
offered only at a price, 
proposing improvements in 
overall inter- Korean ties 
and arranging contacts and 
reunions of separated fami- 
lies. 

The South has called for 
reunions of families sepa- 
rated by the division of 
Korea in 1945 and the 
Korean war of 1950-53. as 
well as the exchange of 
presidential envoys to help 
pave the way for a historic 
inter-Korean summit. 

Before the second day of 
talks started. North Korea’s 
Jon told journalists: “The 
South must stop playing 
around and provide us with 
the fertiliser as a lump 
sum" 

Another North Korean 
delegate. Ri Sung-Duk 


said: "We have yet to dis- 
cuss how much the South 
could give us but we need 
all the fertiliser supply this 
month for the spring plant- 
ing season.” 

The talks took place as 
food shortages in the North 
worsened to disasrer pro- 
portions. 

Aid agency Mederins 
Sans Frantieres (MSF) said 
Saturday that incidents of 
cannibalism were reported 
from the famine -stricken 
North as those struggling to 
survive were denied inter- 
national food aid. 

Much international aid 
was going to officials and 
the army, it said quoting 
witnesses and other sources 
in a report on the North 
Korean situation. 

Sunday, the U.N. World 
Food Programme (WTP) 
threatened to cut food aid 
to the starving North 
because it has refused 
access to 50 counties to 
enable monitoring of aid 
food distribution. 

On arriving here from a 
visit to North Korea. WFP 
executive director' 

Catherine Bertini said 
Sunday the WTP could 
decrease its appeal by 
about 87.000 tonnes. 

The WTP currently has 


‘Anti- Asia party will 


do well in early poll’ 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Pauline Hanson’s anti- 
Asia One Nation party 
could pick up as many as 
two senate seats in the 
election expected this 
year. the centrist 
Australian Democrats 
party predicted Sunday. 


A double dissolution 
also means that twice as 
many senators would face 
election than would other- 
wise be the case, meaning 
a party need attract only 
half as many votes as 
usual. to secure. ja, .senate 
seat. ‘ ; .... 


Democrats leader. Meg 
Lees 1 also'" backed Tore- 


. t .This. according to Ms. 
' Tle'eS Slid others. Ineans 


casts of other leading 
political analysts the big 
loser in the early election 
Prime Minister John • 
Howard is expected to 
call, will be his own con- 
servative Liberal-National 
coalition. 

Mr. Howard last week 
set the clock ticking on a 
double dissolution poll 
between July 1 and early 
December after the senate 
refused to pass his native 
landrights legislation 
without amendment for a 
second time. 

Under the deadlock pro- 
vision of the constitution, 
refusal by the senate to 
pass a bill in unamended : 
form a second time, gives 
the prime minister the 
right to call a double dis- 
solution. 

This means the bill goes 
before a joint sitting of 
parliament after an elec- 
tion and theoretically, at 
least, it should be passed 
by the governing party’s 
lower house majority. 


that although the One 
Nation is languishing at 
around three per cent sup- 
port in national opinion 
polls, it has a much better 
chance in a double disso- 
lution election for sena- 


tors. 

Her comments coincid- 
ed with the first anniver- 
sary of the formation of 
the One Nation party, 
which declared Sunday 
that its policy on immi- 
gration would advocate 
hunting down and deport- 
ing all illegal immigrants. 

“One Nation will have a 
good chance in 
Queensland,” Ms. Lees 
said. “Indeed in a double 
dissolution, they’ll take 
two seats, probably one 
off the Nationals and one 
off the Liberals." Ms. 
Lees said in a televised 


interview. 

"They’ve got a good 
chance of a seat in both 
New South Wales and 
Western Australia." 

At present. Mr. 


Howard’s government is 
only one vote short of 
controlling the senate, but 
analysts saV it will lose 
Senate seats in a double 
dissolution. 

“They’ve already 

■ acknowledged- a- five-seat 
loss, maybe as many as 
eight,” Ms.. Lees said. 

She also predicted that 
the Democrats, who along 
with a small group of 
independents controls the 
balance of power in the 
upper house, would also 
fare well in a double dis- 
solution. winning at least 
one and possibly two 
more seats. 

A One Nation 
spokesman said an esti- 
mated 47.000 illegal 
immigrants stayed in 
Australia each year, cal- 
culated on the number of 
arrivals and departures. 

“That’s nearly half a 
million in the last decade 
alone.” he added. “They 
should be treated ruth- 
lessly and deponed. They 
are breaking Australia's 
immigration laws, there’s 
no question about that.” 

One Nation Party would 
also call for valuables of 
illegal immigrants to be 
seized and sold off to 
cover the costs of depor- 
tations. 


Taiwan welcomes more news 


coverage by Chinese reporters 


TAIPEI fAFP) — Taiwan 
is poised to allow Chinese 
journalists to be condi- 
tionally based on the 
island for continuous 
news coverage, a report 
said Sunday. 

The United Daily News 
top officials were prepar- 
ing to approve the basing 
of reporters from China's 
major news media, 
including the official 
Xinhua news agency and 
the semi-official China 
News Service. 

The paper said each 
Chinese journalist would 
be allowed to stay on 
three-monthly rotations. 

Taiwan government 
spokesman Chen Chien- 
Jen was quoted as saying 
Saturday he was pleased 
to see the development, 
which would enable 
Taiwan be better under- 
stood by the mainland 
populace. 

“It has been the govern- 
ment’s established policy 


to promote news 
exchange between the two 
sides," Mr. Chen said, 
adding that he had been 
giving the issue priority 
since he took over as 
spokesman earlier this 
year. 

Mr. Chen said “there is 
no consideration that has 
to be weighed here” as 
Taiwan supported press 
freedom. 

Taiwan lifted on a case- 
by-case basis the decades- 
old ban on news coverage 
by Chinese reporters in 
September 1991. 

Some i 00 mainland 
journalists have since vis- 
ited Taiwan. 

Chang King-Yuh, chair- 
man of the Mainland 
Affairs Council (MAC), 
also welcomed the move, 
the United Daily News 
said. 

The cabinet- level MAC 
is the island’s highest 
government agency 
supervising civilian con- 


tacts with China. 

Mr. Chang expected the 
restrictions to be further 
eased once strained 
Taipei-Beijing ties 
improve. 

The Government 

Information Office pro- 
posed in late 1996 that 
Chinese journalists be 
permitted open offices in 
Taiwan, but the recom- 
mendation was shelved by 
the cabinet. 

Bilateral ties ebbed after 
Beijing unilaterally broke 
off rapprochement talks 
in mid- 1995 in retaliation 
to a U.S. visit by 
Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-Hui. 

Beijing recently sent a 
letter to Taipei through its 
semi-official negotiation 
body welcoming a 
resumption of talks. 

Taiwan and China, sepa- 
rated at the end of a civil 
war in 1949. opened unof- 
ficial contacts in the late 
1980s. 


an appeal for 65S.000 
tonnes of emergency aid to 
North Korea, where three 
years of natural disasters 
and a crumbling economy 
have brought the nation to 
its knees. 

But 50 out of 210 coun- 
ties, home to around 20 per 
cent of the population, 
remain out of bounds to 
international aid agencies, 
she said, leading to fears 
food may not be reaching 
targets. 

Against that grim back- 
drop, Pyongyang last week 
proposed the government- 
level talks, reversing its 
earlier stance that it would 
“never sit face-to-face with 
South Korean government 
authorities.” 

There had been no gov- 
ernment-level talks 

between the two rivals 
since an attempt to hold a 
historic summit between 
the two Koreas fell through 
following the death of 
North Korean president 
Kim Il-Sung in 1994. 

Kira Il-Sung was suc- 
ceeded by his eldest son. 
Kim Jong-11. 55. while the 
government helm in the 
South was taken over by 
former opposition leader 
Kim Dae-Juns. 74. 


China 
dissidents 
issue fresh 
call for 
Tiananmen 


review 


BEUING ( .AFP i — A dozen 
Chinese dissidents marked 
the death of the politician 
that sparked the 1989 
Tiananmen Square mas- 
sacre Sunday with a call for 
political reform and a 
reassessment of the crack- 
down. 

The 12 activists from east- 
ern Zhejiang province 
issued the letter io current 
President and parry 
Secretary Jiang Zemin call- 
ing for a review of the attack 
on unarmed pro-democracy 
demonstrators which left 
hundreds dead. 

“Late party Secretary Hu 
Yaobang. who died nine 
years ago on April 15. dared 
to review the political errors 
of the past and engage in 
political reform.” they said. 

“We urged you to learn 
from him and review the 
June 4, 1989. incident and 
give people freedoms." they 
added in the open letter 
faxed to AFP by the Hong 
Kong-based Information 
Centre of Human Rights 
and Democratic Movement 
in China. 

Hu was forced from his 
post by party hardliners dur- 
ing the I9S” anti -bourgeois 
liberalisation campaign and 
his death in 19S9 sparked 
the student demonstrations 
that culminated in the June 4 
massacre on Tiananmen 
Square. 

The 12 petitioners were 
veteran dissidents Mao 
Guoliang, Wang Dongbai. 
Wang Youcai. Wu Gaoxing. 
Ye Wenxiang. Fu Quart, 
Zhao Wanmin and five other 
previously unknown 

activists. 

In a separate development, 
the centre reported that box- 
ing coach Pan Mingdong 
and engineer Xie Changfi 
who both served two years 
in jail after the 1989 demon- 
strations were released from 
a second 15-dav detention 
for trying to set up a rally in 
the city of Changsha. 

The two were detained on 
March 27 for planning a 
rally to celebrate Zhu 
Rongji’s election as premier 
and to discuss the issue of 
jobless workers. 

Mr. Zhu. who was bom in 
Changsha, central Hubei 
province, has pledged to 
press ahead with massive 
reforms of the state sector 
which will add to ihe crow- 
ing numbers of laid off 
workers nationwide. 



Pope John Paul II enters St Peter's Square surrounded by more than 25,000 flowers 
donated by Netherlands to celebrate the Easter mass and his Urbl et Orbi (to the city 
and the world) message read to more than 150,000 people gathered in St. Peter s 
Square (Reuters photo 


Pope’s Easter message 
speaks of hopes, fears 


VATICAN CITY (R) — In 
his Easter message 
Sunday. Pope John Paul 
urged humanity not to 
repeat the tragic errors of 
the 20th century and 
warned that the world was 
being sown by new “seeds 
of death” as it neared 
2000. 

The 77-year-old Pope's 
plea for humanity to avoid 
what he called “a sad 
tomorrow” in the new mil- 
lennium came in his “Urbi 
El Orbi" (to the city and 
the world) message read 
to more than 1 50,000 peo- 
ple in St. Peter’s Square. 

Wearing resplendent 
gold and white vestments 
on the most important day 
in the Christian liturgical 
calendar, the Pontiff also 
wished the world a happy 
Easter in 58 languages. 

The Pope, who has suf- 
fered a series of health 
problems in recent years, 
looked in good form dur- 
ing- a 90-minute mass in 
St. Peter’s Square cele- 
brated from an altar 
bedecked by more than 
25.000 flowers donated by 
the Netherlands. 

Later, celebrating the 
20th Easter season of his 
pontificate, he read a mes- 
sage — a blend of light 
and shadow and hopes and 


fears — to a big crowd 
that braved intermittent 


rain. 

The Pope said he wanted 
to pay tribute to those who 
proclaimed Christ’s mes- 
sage “in the concentration 
camps and the gulags, 
under the threat of bombs 
and guns, amid the terror 
unleashed by the blind 
hatred which has tragical- 
ly engulfed individuals 
and whole nations.” 

Speaking to hundreds of 
millions of people around 
the world though live tele- 
vision and radio links with 
65 countries, the Pope 
said it was necessary to 
proclaim the peace of 
Christ “to all humanity on 
its way to the third millen- 
nium”. 

But he said the world 
could not close its eyes to 
men and women caught 
up in “fratricidal strife 
and slaughter.” 

These tragedies had 
reopened “the wounds of 
ethnic rivalries and, in dif- 
ferent parts of every conti- 
nent, especially in Africa 
and Europe, are now sow- 
ing in the earth the seed of 
death and new conflicts 
for a sad tomorrow," he 
said. 

“This proclamation of 
peace is for all those who 


are undergoing a Calvary 
seemingly without end, 
thwarted in their aspira- 
tion for respect for their 
dignity and human rights, 
for justice, for employ- 
ment, for fairer living 
conditions." 

He prayed that his 
proclamation of peace 
would be heard by leaders 
of nations and all people 
of good will. 

The Pope said he hoped 
the spirit of Easter could 
“give fresh courage to 
those who have believed 
and still believe in dia- 
logue as the way to settle 
national and international 


tensions. 

“May it fill everyone’s 
heart with the boldness of 
hope, which springs from 
the truth being recognised 
and respected so that new 
and promising prospects 
of solidarity may open up 
in the world,” he said- 

After his address, the 
pope wished the world a 
happy Easter in languages 
including Albanian. 
Serbian. Ethiopian. 
Gaelic, Hebrew, Arabic, 
Hindi, Tamil, Urdu, 
Cambodian and. of 
course, his native Polish 
and Latin, the official lan- 
guage of the church. 


Kh m er Rouge draws 


last gasp as net closes 


TRAPENG PRASAT. 

Cambodia (.AFP) — 
Cambodian defence 
chiefs say they are closing 
the net on hardline Khmer 
Rouge leaders and could 
capture them within days 
if they have not already- 
escaped into Thailand. 

Thai military' sources 
have denied rumours that 
guerrilla chief Ta Mok 
and former supremo Pol 
Pot were in Thailand and 
said they would be sent 
back to Cambodia if they 
tried to flee across the 
border. 

More than S.000 Khmer 
Rouge defectors and their 
families greeted 

Cambodia’s co-Defence 
Minister Tea Banh here 
Sunday to hear him and 
senior military comman- 
ders claim the guerrilla 
movement was drawing 
its last breath. 

The visit came as offi- 
cials said mass defections 
had left only two small 
pockets under Ta Mok’s 
control in densely forest- 
ed mountains near the 
rebels’ former base of 
Anlong Veng. 20 kilome- 
tres west of here. 

“There are only two 
more places to look in 
Cambodia for Ta Mok." 
Tea Banh told reporters. 
“Then we must assume he 
has crossed the border." 

Tea Banh’s comments 
followed claims by 
Phnom Penh Deputy 
Chief of Staff General 
Meas Sophea thatTa Mok 
may have been placed 
under house arrest by dis- 
affected supporters at one 
of two homes he is 
believed to maintain on 


Thai soil near the border. 

Thai military’ sources 
maintained, however, that 
no Khmer Rouge figures 
had crossed into Thailand 
and that the hardliners 
were still in control of 
Anlong Veng. 

“There have been no 
arrests of any Khmer 
Rouge leaders in 
Thailand.” one military 
source told AFP. “No 
Khmer Rouge leaders are 
staying in Thailand but 
they may be staying close 
to die border." 

“It looks like propagan- 
da by the Cambodian 
government to show peo- 
ple that they can control 
Anlong Veng.” 

Thai Army Commander 
Chettha Thanajaro said 
Saturday that Khmer 
Rouge leaders would be 
arrested and sent back to 
Cambodia if they were 
found in Thailand. He 
ordered Thai troops to 
seal the border. 

Regardless of Ta Mok’s 
status. Tea Banh. who 
flew to Trapeng Prasat 
from Phnom Penh with 
the defence attaches from 
many foreign embassies, 
said the Khmer Rouge 
would be finished in the 
coming days. 

“It is nearly over,” he 
said, noting that defectors 
backed by government 
troops were closing in on 
the area between Anlong 
Veng and the Thai border. 

Senior government field 
officers briefed the mili- 
tary attaches and Tea 
Banh and repeated allega- 
tions that Ta Mok loyal- 
ists were fleeing over* the 
Thai border. 


“The Thais let them in 
and will not allow us to 
follow." one officer told 
the attaches. 

The military attache 
from the Thai embassy 
was conspicuously absent 
from the briefing. 
Colleagues said he had 
told them that he bad been 
called to Bangkok and 
could not make the trip. 

After the briefing, at 
which both Vietnam and 
China — major players in 
the history of the Khmer 
Rouge — were represent- 
ed, Tea Banh congratulat- 
ed the defectors for split- 
ting from Ta Mok. 

"Usually in the diy sea- 
son we are fighting each 
other,” he told a crowd of 
about 300 former guerril- 
las. dressed in their 
Chinese-style fatigues, 
and their families. “This 
dry season we are work- 
ing together to develop 
the area.” 

Im Heun. commander of 
Khmer Rouge Division 
612, who led the defec- 
tors in their break, said 
their goal was to finish Ta 
Mok. 

“As long as Ta Mok 
leads the other side, we 
will fight.’’ he said. “We 
want him arrested.” 

Military officials also 
said the resistance army 
of deposed co-Premier 
Prince Norodom 

Ranariddh — which, has 
been loosely allied with 
the guerrillas — had also 
suffered crippling defec- 
tions. 

None of the government 
claims could be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 


Cracks 

weaken 
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Kohl's 
majority, 
6 months 
before 
polls 


BONN (AFP) — Rifts have 
opened up in German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
rightwing coalition, only six 
months before legislative elec- 
tions in which opinion polls 
suggest he is beading for 
defeat. 

Lately, the Christian-Social 
Union "(CSU) — * the Bavarian 
sister party of Mr. Kohl’s 
Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) — has clashed with the 
CDU on a controversial pollu- 
tion tax proposal, and has 
vehemently criticised Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel of the 
small FDP liberal party. 

And according to the goer- 
ally well-informed magazine 
Der SpiegeL Mn Kohl is also at 
loggerheads with CDU baron 
Wolfgang Schaeuble — (he 
man Mr. Kohl picked to suc- 
ceed him as party chief — after 
Mr. Schaeuble wrote into a 
draft CDU election manifesto, 
a proposal to tax certain pollut- 
ing energysources. 

Der Spiegel said Mr. Kohl 
was “astounded” by Me 
Schaeubie’s proposal, which 
drew fire from the CSU, cer- 
tain CDU leaders and from the 
FDP. 

In an attempt to paper over 
the controversy, the CDU and 
the CSU came out with a joint 
communique Thursday 
announcing that they would 
present a joint election mani- 
festo. The contentious energy 
tax issue appeared to have 
been put on die back burner. 

Meanwhile, .. . Finance 
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Minister and CSU' president \ & *i, ^ 
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azine Focus, at the “dearth of 1 
commitment and competence” 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Sonia Gandhi has launched 
an initiative to revitalise 
India's once-dominant 
Congress party which has 
been mired in scandal and 
rocked by poor election 
results, reports here said 
Sunday. 

Mrs. Gandhi, widow of 
assassinated former 

Premier Rajiv Gandhi, was 
elected president of 
Congress last week. 

She has already appointed 
a six-member panel to pre- 
pare a “concrete agenda for 
revitalising the party,” the 
Times of India said. 

The panel will be headed 
by former speaker of the 
lower house, Pumo Sangma 
and will submit a report by 
April 21. the Times said. 

A Congress spokesman 
said Sonia Gandhi had met 
senior leaders of the party 
, “over the past few days to 
collect inputs for revamping 
the party." 

The 1 13-year-old party is 
in decline after dominating 
politics under the Nehru- 
Gandhi dynasty for most of 
the half-century since inde- 
pendence. 

Jawaharlai Nehru, India 
first prime minister, was 
succeeded as Congress 
leader by his daughter 
Indira Gandhi who in turn 
was .replaced.. by her son 
Rajiv. He was assassinated 
in, 1991 while campaigning 
for a return to office. 

Voted out of power in 
1996. the Congress won 
141 of 545 seals in 
Febroary-March elections, 
close to its worst-ever 
showing two years ago. 

The party, which has been 
rocked by a series of high- 
profile corruption scandals 
then turned to the 51-year- 
old widow in the hope that 
the aura surrounding the 
family name would arrest 
its political decline. 

Sonia Gandhi, a mother of 
two, had -shunned active 
politics since 1991 until last 
year, when she decided to 
campaign for Congress. 
She was chosen as the 
leader of the party last 
week. 

The previous Congress 
president Sitaram Kesri, 
was forced to quit alter 
being blamed for failing to 
rejuvenate the party after 
1996. 


Russian cosmonaut Commander Talgat Musabayev, 47, 
and flight engineer Nikolai Budarin, 44, attempt to 
detach one of the propulsion units, attached to Mir by a 
14-metre boom, which helps to keep the station correct- 
ly aligned with the sun for gathering solar power in 
orbit The space walk lasted six hours (Reuters photo) 

Mir cosmonauts spend 
six hours on spacewalk 
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KOROLYOV. Russia (R) — 
Two Russian cosmonauts 
spent more than six hours 
outside their ageing Mir 
space station Saturday jetti- 
soning a defunct external 
propulsion unit. 

A spokesman for mission 
control in Korolyov outside 
Moscow said commander 
Talgat Musabayev, 47, and 
flight engineer Nikolai 
Budarin, 44, returned to 
Mir at 8:20 p.m. (1620 
GMT) after completing the 
key task of their spacewalk. 

“The hatch is closed, cos- 
monauts are back to the 
Mir,” spokesman Valery 
Lyndin said. ; They say they 
feel fine." . 

During ■ the spacewalk, 
which started at 0955 GMT, 
Australian-bom NASA sci- 
entist Andrew Thomas, 47, 
manned the controls inside 
the station. 

At some stage during the 
spacewalk, mission control 
stopped receiving data from 
equipment on Musabayev ‘s 
and Budarin's spacesuits 
which controlled their pulse 
and blood pressure, but offi- 
cials appeared unperturbed. 

“Such minor hitches have 
happened in the past," a 
mission control spokesman, 
Anatoly Kiryushkin, said. 
“They pose no threat to the 
cosmonauts and their mis- 
sion." 

“We told them to report 
their blood pressure and 
pulse every 15 to 20 min- 
utes." he added. 

Musabayev and Budarin 
detached and jettisoned one 
of the propulsion units, 
attached to Mir by a 14- 


raetre boom, which helps to 
keep the station correctly 
aligned to the sun and gath- 
ering solar power in orbit. 

The unit, weighing 800 
kg, had been running low 
on fuel but failed complete- 
ly last Monday just after the 
cosmonauts had begun a 
spacewalk to detach it. 

The station tilted out of 
Jine and they had to post- 
pone the operation. 

Since then, substitute 
propulsion unit has been 
started up. A new replace- 
ment unit is due to be fitted 
during two further space 
walks later this month. 

Musabayev and Budarin 
were also due to fit an air- 
tight cap over an exhaust 
vent to allow one of Mir’s 
oxygen generating systems, 
in use since 1987. to be 
repaired. 

But after they reported to 
earth that they could see 
unidentified substance cov- 
ering the cap, mission con- 
trol told them to put off the 
task until experts had 
worked out what the sub- 
stance was. 

“Your mission is over, 
boys" the duty operator 
told the cosmonauts. “Pack 
up' and return to the sta- 
tion." 

The 1 2-year-old Mir, sub- 
ject to a series of mishaps 
over the past year, is expect- 
ed to keep flying at least for 
another year or two. provid- 
ing a test bed for the inter- 
national space station, the 
first module of which 
Russia should launch this 
year. 


Bangkok asks embassy in Stockholm 
to investigate Internet sex ads 
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BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Thailand’s foreign min- 
istry has instructed the 
embassy in Sweden to 
investigate the source of 
Internet advertisements 
offering Thai girls as sex 
slaves for Swiss tourists, a 
report said Sunday. 

Ministry spokesman 
Kobsak Chutikul said the 
embassy in Stockholm 
had been asked to find out 


who was behind the adver- 
tisement and whether they 
had broken any Swiss 
laws, the Bangkok Post 
reported. 

He warned that tourists 
coining on sex tours to 
Bangkok could face pros- 
ecution. 

‘‘Those who are persuad- 
ed to seek sex services in 
Bangkok may be arrested 
under Thai law" Mr. 


Kobsak was quoted as 
saying in the Post. 

The advertisement 
reportedly offers Thai 
girls as sex slaves for 
three months for $3,000. 

Thailand has recently 
cooperated with British 
police to boost its ability 
to crack down on sex 
tourists, particularly pae- 
dophiles. 


Jordan Times, Monday, April 13, 1998 



Foreign embassies in Malaysia 
tighten security after weekend drama 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Foreign embassies in 
Malaysia wenL on alert 
Sunday, tightening security 
after 35 asylum-seeking 
Indonesian immigrants 
gate-crashed into four mis- 
sions over the weekend. 

A security official at the 
U.S. embassy, where eight 
immigrants from 

Indonesia’s Aceh province 
remained. told AFP 
Sunday: “We have 

increased security mea- 
sures to prevent another 
incident.” 

Other foreign missions 
were also reported to have 
beefed up surveillance in 
their compounds to prevent 
any further attempts to 
scale their walls. 

The move has even led 
one European mission to 
temporarily freeze holi- 
days for its security guards, 
the Malay-Ianguage Berita 
Harian newspaper said in a 
report Sunday, without 


naming the mission. 

Police have also stepped 
up patrols at diplomatic 
areas and kept guard at the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) where 
14 Indonesian immigrants 
remain, the daily added. 

Friday, eight Acebnese 
immigrants staged a dra- 
matic break-in to the U.S. 
mission by scaling a two- 
metre wall and are now 
being interrogated to ascer- 
tain their status. 

But 20 other Acebnese 
who stormed into the 
French and Swiss 
embassies and seven who 
entered the nearby Shari fF 
Ali Palace, a rest house for 
senior Brunei officers, 
were swiftly arrested by 
Malaysian police. 

The break-ins occurred 
simultaneously and are 
believed to have been coor- 
dinated with the help of 
people sympathetic to the 


group’s plight, although 
police could not give 
details. 

“The immigrants obvi- 
ously have done a survey 
on the embassies that could 
be easily penetrated,” said 
one European diplomat, 
noting no break-in was 
attempted at the British 
commission just across the 
road from the French 
embassy because it has 
barbed wire. 

It was not known if 
Friday's group was part of 
some 100 immigrants who 
fled during rioting in four 
Malaysian detention camps 
on April 26 which left eight 
Indonesians and one local 
policeman dead. 

Fourteen of those who 
escaped crashed a truck 
through the UNHCR com- 
pound gates on March 30 
and have been holed up 
there since, awaiting news 
on their requests for asy- 
lum. 


U.S. embassy officials 
said they were consulting 
with the UNHCR and had 
met Malaysian authorities 
to discuss the fate of die 
eight illegals but no dead- 
line was set to resolve the 
issue. 

UNHCR officials howev- 
er. maintained it was up the 
United States to decide the 
matter. 

In Washington, the U.S. 
State Department has 
called on Malaysia to 
“treat this matter in a man- 
ner consistent with interna- 
tional law and the princi- 
ples contained in the uni- 
versal declaration of 
human rights." 

A department spokesper- 
son reportedly said the 
Indonesians may be grant- 
ed asylum in Malaysia or 
another country if their 
claims were judged valid. 

Acebnese immigrants 
have been fighting their 
deportation back to 


Indonesia arguing they 
face reprisals back home 
because of a low-level sep- 
aratist campaign which has 
rumbled on in the province 
since the 1970s. 

Friday's break-in was a 
repeat of an incident on 
Christmas Day in 1996 
when Acehnese immi- 
grants intruded into seven 
foreign missions — China, 
the United States, Britain. 
France, Switzerland, 
Sweden and Holland. 

All the missions immedi- 
ately surrendered the 
; immigrants except for 
Holland and Switzerland 
who only did so after nego- 
tiations with the police. 

Malaysia, which has 
deported thousands of ille- 
gal immigrants, has been 
criticised by human rights 
groups for not discriminat- 
ing between economic and 
political migrants. 


3 Balkan 
countries 
warn of 
impact of 
more Yugo 
sanctions 


ATHENS (AFP) — Three 
Balkan countries ended a 
meeting Saturday warning of 
the damage that could be 
done to their region by new 
international sanctions on die 
former Yugoslavia j over 
Kosovo. 

In a communique, the for- 
eign ministers of Bulgaria, 
Greece and Romania 
“expressed their common 
view' that any measures 
against Yugoslavia must take 
into account the economic 
and political stability of 
southeast Europe and must 
not harm the interests of the 
countries of the region." 

After a meeting on the 
Greek island of Santorin. 
Greece’s Theodore Pangalos. 
Bulgaria's Nadejda 

Mikhailova and Romania's 
Andrei Plesu, backed their 
warning with a call for 
Belgrade to open talks rapid- 
ly with die ethnic-Albanian 
majority in Kosovo. 

The international commu- 
nity has threatened new eco- 
nomic and political sanctions 
against Belgrade if it does not 
resolve the crisis in Kosovo, 
where a crackdown against 
Albanian-speakers has left 
more than SO dead since 
February. 

The ministers, meeting 
since Friday, agreed to con- 
tinue their countries' efforts 
to boost regional economic 
cooperation and develop- 
ment 

The fourth such meeting 
since 1995, the gathering will 
be followed up at the end of 
May by a heads of govern- 
ment meeting. 

The ministers agreed more- 
over to set up an “experts 
commission" to resolve a dis- 
pute between Bulgaria and 
Romania over the siting of a 
bridge over the Danube. 

They also agreed on their 
determination to boost coop- 
eration against organised 
crime. 


Florida mom’s friend smashes into 
prison, frees her son at gunpoint 


MIAMI (AFP) — The moth- 
er of a 32 year-old man had a 
friend smash a large truck into 
a high-security Florida prison 
to rescue hex son at gunpoint 
in a scene straight out of 
Hollywood 

The incident, which culmi- 
nated in a shoot-out between 
the truck driver and prison 
guards, left only two guards 
slightly injured. 

jt "This kind of thing usually 
happens in die movies," said 
Miami police spokesman 
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Rudy Espinosa. 

Jay Siglar was almost 
halfway through his 20-year 
prison sentence for armed 
robbery when a big-rig 
crashed through four fences 
surrounding foe Everglades 
Correctional Institution, some 
32 kilometres west of Miami 
early Saturday afternoon. 

Once inside the prison area 
foe driver jumped out of foe 
truck cab and blasted a gun at 
prison guards. The guards 
responded by firing their shot- 


guns. 

‘The guy was crazy — he 
just bulldozed right through 
everything,” said Julio Leon, a 
worker nearby who witnessed 
foe event. 

In the commotion Mr. 
Siglar bolted and hid in a 
waiting car that had followed 
the truck. The truck driver 
then ran back and together 
they fled in foe getaway can 

Police quickly arrested Mr. 
Siglar’s mother — Sandra 
Siglar. 58 — and two younger 


accomplices at a shopping 
centre near the prison. “We 
believe Sandra was the mas- 
termind behind this," Mr. 
Espinosa said 

Police are looking for Mr. 
Siglar, foe track driver, and a 
still undetermined number of 
inmates that also managed to 
escape. 

When the Everglades 
Correctional prison was built 
in 1995 it was considered a 
model prison filled with state- 
of-the-art security technology. 


S. Korean police, students in 2nd day of standoff 


SEOUL (AFP) — A stand- 
off between some 1,300 
students and 8.000 riot 
police continued into its 
second day Sunday, in a 
dispute over plans by radi- 
cal students to elect offi- 
cers to an outlawed student 
body, reports said. 

Police have threatened to 
storm two campuses in the 
southern city of Taegu if 
the students go ahead with 
the elections. 

Yonhap news agency 
said the number arrested 
over two days had risen to 
eight, while 185 others had 
been detained and released 
with a warning. 

Intermittent rain damp- 
ened the mood in Taegu, 
some 300 kilometres south 
of Seoul, and no violence 
was reported. 

Some 8,000 riot police 
faced off against around 


300 students holed up 
inside Yeungnam 

University and another 
1,000 in the city’s 
Kyongbuk campus. 

The radicals, members of 
the outlawed 

Hanchongnyon 
(Federation of University 
Councils), branded pro- 
North Korea by Seoul, 
have called on the police to 
allow them to “peacefully" 
hold an on-campus elec- 
tion of new office bearers. 

The federation is brand- 
ed “pro-North Korean” by 
Seoul because it defines 
the South Korean govern- 
ment as “the puppet gov- 
ernment of the U.S. impe- 
rialists." 

A huge police cordon has 
been thrown up around the 
campus, railway stations 
and bus terminals to pre- 
vent the planned three-day 


rally and elections from 
Friday through Sunday. 

In Seoul. 10 
Hanchongnyon members 
have launched a hunger 
strike in the grounds of the 
city's Myongdong 

Cathedral. The 10 vowed 
not to eat until Wednesday, 
the deadline the students 
are asking to hold their 
elections. 

The impasse coincided 
as crucial talks between 
the two waning Koreas 
continued in Beijing 
Sunday to discuss fertiliser 
aid and the reunion of sep- 
arated families among 
other issues. 

The talks are the first 
direct inter-Korean gov- 
ernment ' dialogue since 
contacts were scuttled four 
years ago by the sudden 
death of former North 
Korean president Kim II- 


Sung. 

Through its official 
broadcasts, Pyongyang has 
praised Hangchongnyon as 
true patriots, supporting 
efforts by its members to 
rebuild their tattered 
organisation. 

In the past two years, 
scores of radical leaders 
have been hunted down 
and arrested. The govern- 
ment claimed that 191 out 
of 206 universities had 
kicked the group off their 
campuses. 

The continuation of the 
crackdown by Kim Dae- 
Jung, a former dissident 
who took office in 
February, was anticipated 
when jailed 

Hanchongnyon members 
were excluded, from a 
recent amnesty for politi- 
cal prisoners. 


.Amman to Paris 

4 non-stop 

^Steely 
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Arrival PARIS llhSO 

Every Sunday, Monday, Wednesday 8c Friday. 

Departure PARTS 13h00 

Arrival AMMAN 19h00 

Every Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday 8c Saturday. 

Call: 5666055 or your travel agent. 
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CAABU needs rescue 


AT THE height of the Arab World's need for 
friends and partners to make legitimate rep- 
resentations on its behalf in different parts of 
the world, especially Europe and the U.S., a 
prominent organisation called the Council for 
the Advancement of Arab-British 
Understanding (CAABU) is facing imminent 
closure due to lack of Arab support Although 
we Arabs have always voiced alarm about the 
disproportional clout of Jewish lobbyist 
groups operating in major capitals such as 
Washington and London, our response to the 
extremely difficult financial circumstances of 
CAABU, which has served our cause well 
over the years, has been only rhetorical and 
lacking any meaningful action. 

This explains in part at least the decision of 
its Executive Committee to call for an emer- 
gency meeting on April 22 to discuss a pro- 
posal to transform the council from a profes- 
sional and effective body into a volunteer 
organisation. This dismal state of affairs has 
led the director of CAABU, Sir Cyril 
Townsend, to lament the projected dissolution 
of the council as “extremely unfortunate.” 

We would have thought that the Arab World 
would not allow this to happen. But we fall 
again in his regard, unfortunately, as we leave 
a major and effective group working to pro- 
mote Arab interests and causes in Britainon*} 
the levels of parliament, media and academia, 
to close shop and cease-to exist at a thnewBim^ 
it is most needed. 

This Arab indifference is inexcusable and 
needs to be addressed between now and April 
22 when the fate of the council will be deter- 
mined. We expect the Arab countries repre- 
sented in London to put this issue on their 
agenda for an emergency resolution. London 
is a major capital with considerable clout on 
issues pertaining to the Middle East. Britain 
is also a permanent member of the U.N. 
Security Council with great influence on the 
future of the peace process as well as on issues 
pertaining to Iraq, Libya and Sudan. This is 
no time to leave the British capital captive to 
anti-Arab groups. Long-standing Arab- 
British relations need to be cultivated and 
bolstered further. What better way to explain 
and support the just Arab causes than to 
breathe new life into CAABUI 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs SaJah Jarrar said Israel is held responsible 
for the assassination of Mohieddin Sharif, the Hamas 
leader whose body was found in Ramallah last week 
and whose death has stirred the current war of words 
between the Palestinian National Authority and the 
Hamas Resistance Movement. Regardless of who car- 
ried out the assassination, be it the Mossad. Hamas ele- 
ments or the PNA Israel remains the sole responsible 
party for the crime which would not have taken place 
had it not been occupying Arab territory’ and commit- 
ting atrocities against the Palestinian people day and 
night, said the writer. The main prerequisite of peace is 
to put an end to bloodshed, but in the Zionists dogma, 
peace means shedding the blood of Arabs and 
Palestinians anywhere and anytime regardless of any 
peace treaties, continued the writer. He said as long as 
Israel commits crimes against the Arabs, countries that 
signed peace treaties with Israel should at least deal 
with the Jewish state in the same manner and they must 
treat people who kill Zionists in the same maimer in 
which the Jewish state treats Israelis who assassinare 
Arab citizens. 


Al Arab Al Yawm’s Marwan Hazine said the mur- 
der of lawyer Hanna Naddeh, his son and Dr. Awni 
Sa’ad has maned the Jordanian people’s festivals and 
caused a horrible shock to society'. The crime commit- 
ted at Shmeisani district has caused a jolt that should 
wake up the society into taking action to prevent a 
recurrence of actions considered alien to the Jordanian 
people and should prompt the society to join hands with 
the security services in a bid to rid the country of crim- 
inals who target innocent civilians and who are distort- 
ing Jordan’s image and exploiting democracy and free- 
dom to achieve their ends, said the writer. There is need 
for prompt action not only in speeding up efforts to 
arrest the murderers but also to reestablish self confi- 
dence in the country and its people and its future, he 
added. The writer said the public is called on to unite 
against criminals and enhance social defence in order to 
guarantee a secure future for the Jordanian citizens. 


Economic Review 


Investment road map to show 
shortcuts through red tape 


AMONG THE plethora of maps of 
Jordan that have recently emerged, 
one map should prove to be useful 
indeed. It is the investment road 
map. which shows all the steps usu- 
ally undertaken by investors to 
establish an enterprise or when 
engaging in an already conceived 
venture. 

This road map which is being 
competently prepared by the 
Investment Promotion Corporation 
in collaboration with USAID and 
the Foreign Investment Advisory 
Service (HAS). a joint service of 
the International Finance 
Corporation and the World Bank, 
will underscore many of the ail- 
ments and blockades that hamper 
the growth of foreign (and domes- 
tic) direct investment in Jordan. 
For once, decision makers will be 
able to view all the unnecessary 
steps and the deadly (as far as 
investors are concerned) grounds 
which investors have to tread 
before and after they have made 
their commitments to invest. 

In spite of the fact that the study is 
still in an early stage, the writing is 
already on the wall and in bold glar- 
ing letters: there is too much 
bureaucracy. 

In fact, the death of 70 per cent of 
investment attempts may primarily* 
be a direct manifestation of “one- 
stamp- too- many” or the unneces- 
sary imposition of another seal of 
approval. Either the paperwork is 
too costly in terms of time and/or 
money expended in the process or 
the paper-chase is so uncertain that 
to a non-Jordanian the prospect of 
red tape makes the venture itself an 
chancy undertaking. Thus, the cost 
of transacting the set up or estab- 
lishment of a business is made 
grave enough to consequently repel 
would-be investors. 

Advances in reducing such a cost 
in recent times have been made but. 
still, much more needs to be done. 

But why does such a problem 
occur at all? Before an answer is 
attempted one must realise that the 
bureaucrat and- the investor have 


conflicting goals and reward mech- 
anisms. The government employee 
is paid a fixed wage that is usually 
unaffected by merit and achieve- 
ment: he/she enjoys a lifetime 
employment guarantee and will 
receive the same wage at the end of 
the month, regardless of productiv- 
ity. Therefore, a rational govern- 
ment employee would want to min- 
imise his/her input during the six- 
hour workday. (Of course, this is 
not true in the long run where hard 
work is always rewarded and in 
many cases by outside job offers.) 
On the other end of the spectrum is 
the entrepreneur who has to con- 
clude the task efficiently, which 
means as soon as possible, in order 
to prevail over the competition and 
maximise profits. AJas. the game is 
clearly non-cooperative and zero- 
sum: one player wants to work less 
while the other player wants him to 
work more. Obviously, the loss of 
one is the gain of the other. Both 
the bureaucrat and the entrepreneur 
have opposing tasks; thus, they are 
at odds from die word “go." 

The answer to the question lies in 
the nature of job-creation in the 
public sector. Because of lax poli- 
cies in the past people were hired 
without any regard to whether they 
were needed or not. Public sector 
employment was simply a method 
for countering unemployment 
What was amiss was the fact that 
people were hired without job 
descriptions, which caused them, 
once they were hired, to create job 
profiles and job descriptions for 
themselves. After ail. one has to 
produce something to have some 
seif worth. 

Thus, employees, abetted by old 
non-transparent rules and regula- 
tions. basically drafted their own 
operations manuals to conceal their 
hidden unemployment while chart- 
ing a manual of bureaucratic horror. 
In a normal and efficient labour 
market a job description is written 
first and then the right person for 
the right job is sought, not the 
reverse. - This^is ~dje problem. 


People had to create some self 
worth through the invention of one 
procedure or another. Doing the 
converse creates red-tape mayhem. 

Among the examples of investors 
burdened by red tape is the case of 
the Olive Branch, a charming, one- 
of-a kind resort and the only hotel 
in Jerash. The owners of the resort 
are Arab-Americans who came 
back to Jordan after many years of 
hard work abroad. They invested 
heavily in creating what could 
become the nucleus for a new type 
of tourism in Jordan — nature 
tourism. 

Unfortunately, they have to over- 
come one silly yet serious obstacle 
after another. They do not have a 
regular telephone, and, thus, rely on 
a cellular phone. They have to 
transport water to their resort via 
trucks because they refuse to pay 
for a 2.200-metre pipe when in fact 
they only need to pay for an 800- 
metre pipe. 

Why should they pay for more 
than they need? Some official at 
the municipality decided that “since 
they were investors, they were rich" 
and, therefore, could afford to pay 
for connecting the nearby village to 
a water conduit. 

These investors, like many others, 
have brought jobs, managerial and 
technological skills, and hard cash 
to Jordan. Some investors like the 
owners of the Olive Branch have 
managed to overlook and overcome 
the difficulties because of a great 
sense of belonging to this land. 
Others would have left from the 
start 

So what is the solution? There 
must be transparency in all 
Jor dani an regulation such that the 
law is clearly interpreted by all par- 
ties involved. 

Furthermore, the laws must be 
drafted in such a manner to limit or 
minimise contact and dependency 
between bureaucrat and investor. 
Investors create jobs that work. 
Helping them helps Jordan help 
itself. This should be the next cam- 
4,. paign. Let us not wait too long. 





Prospects good 
for creation of 

international criminal tribunal 


By Dr. Waleed .M. Sadi 


A MAJOR diplomatic conference is about to convene 
in Rome to finalise woric on the establishment of an 
international criminal court with jurisdiction over war 
crimes and crimes against humanity. The idea of creat- 
ing suc h a tribunal has been on the agenda of the inter- 
national community ever since the Nuremberg trials at 
the end of W.W.II. The cold war that ensued prevented 
the U.N. from realising much progress in this direction 
until 1989 when the U.N. General Assembly called on 
the International Law Commission (TLO to start the 
process of articulating a statute for such an internation- 
al court The ILC proceeded by drawing on the experi- 
ence gathered by the establishment of special criminal 
tribunals on war crimes for the former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda. 

In 1994, the U.N. General Assembly picked up the 
cause of creating an international criminal court where 
ILC had left off by forming a special committee to fin- 
ish the task. Although the special committee fumbled 
along the way for lack of international consensus on 
major issues associated with the projected tribunal, the 
U.N. persevered in its endeavours to create such a 
court. Despite major disagreements within the interna- 
tional community on the jurisdiction and mechanics of 
the proposed court, there was a determined effort to 
arrive at a consensus that would make the establish- 
ment of the tribunal within reach. 

The U.N. resorted to the establishment of a prepara- 
tory committee in 1995 to continue the drive for the 
court. The third meeting of this preparatory committee 
appeared promising enough to warrant the convening 
of a diplomatic conference in Rome this summer to 
conclude the work on the statute. Subsequently states 
would be invited to ratify the necessary convention or 
accede to it in- due course and become state parties. 
Where the participating countries are still deeply divid- 
ed is over jurisdiction over domestic conflicts that 
entail the commission of war crimes (domestic armed 
conflicts) or the perpetration of crimes against human- 
ity whether in armed situations or outside armed con- 
flicts. This is over and above the differences over the 
definition of war crimes and crimes against humanity 
that still lay in the balance. The language that is still in 
brackets, meaning that additional negotiations are 
expected over them, has been reduced to a bare mini- 
mum, something that augurs well for the success of the 
Rome meeting.- 

Jordan is divided over whether to play a major role in 
the shaping of the court or to play second fiddle to the 
efforts of other nations. Also at issue is whether Jordan 
should be in the forefront of the countries that are to 
sign the proposed treaty or delay its signature to a 
future date after entering all sorts of reservations on 
key elements in the anticipated international, agree- 
ment. - 

Given that the establishment of an international .crim- 
inal court would go down in history as a milestone in 
the annals of the international organisation, one would 
have thought that Jordan would not shy away from 
influencing the ongoing debate about the shape and 
content of the court. Small countries leave their mark in 
history by playing big roles in the creation of interna- 
tional institution that would determine the future of 
mankind and civilisation. There is no escape from glob- 
alisation whether on trade and commerce .matters or in 
political and humanitarian pursuits and objectives. 
Jordan has already earned for itself a place in humani- 
tarian issues thanks to the personal efforts of both His 
Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Jordan need not be timid in leaving its 
mark as well in the creation of the proposed interna- 
tional criminal tribunal that is bound to go down in his- 
tory as one of the major pillars of the new internation- 
al order. Jordan may be small in size but it is surely big 
when it comes to its contributions to a new internation- 
al humanitarian order that puts the interests and wel- 
fare of humans ahead of all other considerations. We 
must not be overly concerned about extending the juris- 
diction of the court to domestic situations because first 
of all we have nothing to fear or hide and secondly 
because we reject the application of double standards, 
one for international conflicts and another for local 
situations. 
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By George S. Hishmeh 

Special in the Jordan Times 


WASHINGTON — It may be an exaggera- 
tion to say that the United’ States and Israel 
are at a crossroads over reviving the U.S.- 
sponsored Middle East peace 'talks, but 
judging from the public exchanges here it is 
not far-fetched to conclude that the leader- 
ship of the two nations are at loggerheads. 

The open breach between the two “strate- 
gic" allies was the topic of the first high 
profile airing in weeks at a huddle at the 
White House Monday night when U.S. 
Mideast peace coordinator Dennis Ross 
reported to President Bill Clinton on his 
fruitless Mideast shuttle last week. Also in 
attendance was Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, who was earlier in the 
day in the Caribbean apparently on anoth- 
er unsuccessful attempt at peacemaking in 
Haiti. 

The immediate issue at the face-to-face 
meeting dealt with the possibility of Clinton 
or Albright going public with the American 
“ideas” that are now almost common 
knowledge — a three-stage Israeli pullback 
of 1 3. 1 per cent commensurate with 
Palestinian suppression of Hamas activism, 
among other things. 

For supporters of the recalcitrant Israeli 
prime minister. Benyamin Netanyahu, the 
issue precipitated by the publication of the 
American “ideas" is the fear that it would 
then serve os the bottom line for the 
Palestinians. In other words, nothing would 
stop the Palestinians from raising the ante 
in upcoming negotiations. 

Moreover, the Mideasi peace negotia- 
tions. certainly on the Palestinian-Israeli 
track, would "thereby be confined to the 


give-and-take between the Americans and 
Israelis, and not the Palestinians, who will 
stand to gain by remaining on the sidelines. 

In order to nip this American venture in 
the bud. Netanyahu reportedly has mar- 
shalled his supporters in Congress to block 
any attempt by the Clinton administration 
to go public with its views, which by any 
measure represent a meager “two per cent" 
increase over what the Israelis are reported- 
ly ready to return to the Palestinians. 

The First sign of tins pro-Israel offensive 
came last Friday in a letter, signed by the 
overwhelming majority of the U.S. Senate, 
calling on a beleaguered president not to 
put public pressure'on Israel to agree to the 
U.S. “peace plan.” It reminded Mideasi 
watchers of a simiiar attempt by another 
Likud Israeli prime minister who rejected 
without much success U.S. pressure to puii 
out of the Sinai in 1975. 

The SI senators warned Clinton: 
“« Palestinian) Chairman Arafat may hope 
that .American frustration with the pace of 
the process may lead to an American deci- 
sion to force even more from Israel.” 

The senators preferred that the Clinton 
administration urge the Palestinians to 
accept Israeli terms for a limited withdraw- 
al and move to final status negotiations. 

Once the gist of the letter became public 
knowledge, a half-page advertisement was 
published on Monday in the Washington 
Post by B'mu B'rith. an international 
Jewish organisation. The advertisement, 
signed by Lhe same 81 senators, urged 
President Clinton and Secretary Albright to 
“heed" the voices of B’nai B’rith members 
who, it said, “want a negotiated compro- 
mise, a lasting peace — not an American 
imposition to paper over Palestinian recal- 


citrance." 

It repealed the Israeli theme that Clinton 
and Albright would be "wrong, if in their 
impatience they publicly offer an American 
proposal in place of an agreement reached 
by Israelis and Palestinians in direct talks.” 
It continued: 

'To do so would be to reward Palestinian 
non-compliance with key provisions of the 
Oslo Accords and subsequent agreements. 
It would subvert a real peace process by let- 
ting the Palestinians pocket whatever con- 
cessions Washington forced from Jerusalem 
without (Palestinian President) Yasser 
Arafat and the Palestinian National 
Authority reaching and fulfilling a compro- 
mise settlement with Israel." 
Moreover, another letter that parrots the one 
from the senators to Clinton was also being 
circulated by Israeli sympathisers in the 
House of Representatives. This letter 
makes the blatant claim that Israel has “kept 
the promises it made at Oslo." 

But a third letter, described as an effort to 
blunt the impact of the two pro-Israel let- 
ters, was also seeking Congressional 
endorsements. Initiated by Sam Gejdenson, 
a Jewish Democrat from Connecticut, the 
letter expresses “bipartisan support for 
America’s ongoing efforts to help achieve a 
diplomatic resolution of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict.” 

Albright was initially conciliatory to the 
senators’ letter, promising to keep details of 
the Mideast peace negotiations private. But 
her words were carefully measured. 

She wrote. “The administration remains 
determined to pursue those .. .negotiations 
and to do so privately without public dis- 
closure of details of proposal while we are 
in the process of exploring them." 
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But when she spoke before the American 
Society for Newspaper Editors on the same 
day. she left no doubt where she saw the A ’ 
problem. In reply to an editor's question, 1/fthf 
she said: v > II 

“The peace process has been deadlocked 
for about a year and, as a result of that, what 
we have seen is that the interim measures 
(to be taken by the Israelis) on the seaport, 
airport, Gaza industrial park, have not been 
earned out. There has been none of the fur- 
ther redeployments (promised by Israel)- ' 

The various multilateral committees, tracks j i dn u u 
(involving various Arab governments) are a hack f>P 

not working. The other (Syrian and not , Mrok “ fressra 

Lebanese) tracks are off- track. So it really i 0 L ^ nf thcrrWh 

is stymied." ^aith * misvam- ™ *!. 

Nevertheless, she asserted that the United W e c ^s eq f * heir h *»b. e 
States remains “a bey factor" in doing vula- 

whatever it can to “narrow the gaps ■$. UmJ'- 

between the two parties. :*c SftktS Tsi1 ^- the ^ 

Th* * — — «—n * RL ■C.MSiNrt* 
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The American “next steps" have been t 
promised at this White House meeting and jji 
there are unconfirmed Israeli reports tbjtf ; 


Ross may be asked 
to the region. 

‘There is no need 

lions,’ a senior Palestinian negotiator coffl" 
plained since the Clinton a dminis tration c lr jr Plaqu-. 
received the Palestinian endorsement of “&5 ,j n Qf7? d can th l ,^ Bse &***$ 
position and Israel’s views are well-known- Wjor a l. " rrj n-ibi Th- ^ 
Although she says she is running of ’ ^ s tea,* 3 ? etiart- ?s th? 
metaphors on the Middle East pe** ^ ^ f oun^ r : Gr ’'froke. 

^“**7“. “summing, treading. ^rX^iii^urn cuipn} 

stn ?g'. windows — Albright knows ' trc P»c< llc J u , 


lhe 


Albright JmowsJ^ N. co^ 'jjy^) 

w^ that her promise against a ^itj e 0n! . v f 0u ‘‘.‘ v «ticn Xir ’ 

pubheanon of the American “ideas” erf V^^ ^Pre aij Un d ;n ifc 
abo l “* an a stiUborn American plan ^^S g P j^ci ^.^nia! plaa ^ 
would leave, as she forec^-a'W^^ 


filled with violence, extremism and. a k. nec ks 


of hope and possibility for the future. 
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Zaraqun excavation opens window into earliest stages 
of human urbanism in the Early Bronze Age 


3 


ON A broad, wind-swept 
hillside in the far north of 
Jordan, a Jordanian-Ger- 
man archaeological exca- 
vation has uncovered mon- 
umental remains from a 
walled town that was bom, 
flourished for a few cen- 
turies, and was finally 
abandoned some 5,000 
years ago during the most 
enigmatic period of 
humankind’s first urban 
experiences — the Early 
Bronze Age. 

The site of Zaraqun is 
located about 12 kilome- 
tres north-east of Irbid, on 
the western slopes of Wadi 
Shallaleh. It measures 
eight hectares within its 
walls, and nearly 10 
hectares including the 
‘suburbs’ outside the walls. 
It was one of many such 
Early Bronze Age walled 
towns that suddenly 
appeared during die 3rd 
millennium B.C., replacing 
the open agricultural vil- 
lages of the preceding 
Chalcolithic era. 

Eight seasons of excava- 
tions at Zaraqun in 1984- 
1994, a regional survey, 
and subsequent study sea- 
sons in Jordan and Ger- 
many have been directed 
jointly by Dr. Siegfried 
Mittmann of the Biblical 
Archaeological Institute at 
the University of Tubingen 
(Germany), and Dr. 
Moawiyah Ibrahim of the 
Institute of Archaeology 
and Anthropology at 
Yaimouk University (now 
a professor of archaeology 
at Sultan Qaboos Universi- 
ty in Muscat, Oman). 

Zaraqun provides a rare 
opportunity to track the 
development of one town 
over nearly half a millenni- 
um during the turbulent 
&uiy hl Bt6trz£' Age '(dr 
I 3^2000 .B,C.). Such • 
j n Eaffy Sromfe Age t6«nis' ,! 
first emerged in locations 
with favourable environ- 
ments, like the Jordan Val- 
ley, the Palestinian coast, 
and the southern Hainan 
plateau of southern Syria 
and northern Jordan. 
Zaraqun’s rich natural 
environment included 
plentiful agricultural lands 
for grains and fruit trees, 
and three natural springs in 
the immediate vicinity that 
supplied numerous settle- 
ments there during differ- 
ent historical periods. At 
least seven different 
ancient settlements have 
been identified in the val- 
ley east of the site. 

One of the nearby 
ancient townsites. Tell el- 
Fukhar (‘mound of pot- 
tery’), was an unwalled 
‘suburb* of Zaraqun in the 
Early Bronze Age, but then 
continued to be inhabited 
for another 1,500 years or 
so, from the Late Bronze 
Age through the Hellenis- 
tic period. Tell el-Fukhar 
may have been the town 
called ‘Zarqu’ in the Late 


Bronze Age (c. 1550-1150 
B.C.), which was men- 
tioned by name in 14th- 
13th Century B.C. Egypt- 
ian literary sources. The 
name Zarqu survives in the 
name Zaraqun. and 
Mittmann believes the 
Early Bronze town at 
Zaraqun may have bad a 
s imilar name. 

Zaraqun is among the 
largest surviving Early 
Bronze Age towns in this 
part of Bilad esh-Sham 
(southern Greater Syria). It 
is a vital cultural bridge to 
the EB cities of southern 
Syria, though it is smaller 
than other regional EB 
towns such as Ai, Arad, 
and Khirbet el-Kerak in 
Palestine. Zaraqun’s 
importance partly reflects 
the well preserved state of 
its monumental fortifica- 
tions and other architec- 
ture, because the site was 
not significantly disturbed 
by occupation after the EB 
period. 

Scholars still debate why 
so many walled towns sud- 
denly appeared in the 
Early Bronze Age I-IH 
periods (c. 3300-2400 


B.C.), and then mostly 
were abandoned just as 
suddenly in EB IV (c. 
2400-2000 B.C.). Zaraqun 
itself developed rapidly in 
the EB n-IU periods, flour- 
ished for perhaps two cen- 
turies, and then declined 
and was abandoned in the 
EB IV era. 

The site shows no signs 
of catastrophic or cata- 
clysmic events, such as 
warfare, that explain its 
demise. Mittmann said in a 
recent interview. The caus- 
es of urban decline in the 
EB IV in most of Pales- 
tine/Jordan are thought to 
be a combination of cli- 
matic. economic, and 
external political forces. 
Economic and environ- 
mental deterioration are 
probably the two main rea- 
sons, most scholars agree, 
including Egypt’s retreat 
from the area and local 
over-exploitation of the 
environment. 

Upper/lower towns 

Two major areas of the 
site have been excavated, 
now called the upper and 
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the lower town. The earli- 
est settlement at Zaraqun 
was represented in the 
upper town by remains of 
houses from the early pan 
of the EB II period, and 
throughout the EB fi-UI 
period (c. 2900-2300 B.C.) 
the settlement expanded 
into a large town with 
domestic quarters, a tem- 
ple, a water system of 
underground tunnels, pub- 
lic facilities, and a thick 
town wall, according to 
Mittmann and Ibrahim. 

The town wall was built 
totally of stone, without 
the use of any mudbricks. 
Originally less then five 
metres wide, it was later 
thickened to nearly eight 
metres wide. It included 
projecting towers, at least 
two gates, and enormous 
bastions measuring 12 
metres thick to prorect the 
gates. The main central 
gate comprised a 15- 
metre-long, two- metre- 
wide corridor flanked by 
rooms and the large bas- 
tions, and its external 
entrance was protected by 
a second, smaller gate. 
This main gate is particu- 
larly important, and is only 
the second known city gate 
from EB III Palestine/Jor- 
dan (along with Tell 
Yarmout in south Pales- 
tine). 

The town fortification 
wall is only evident on the 
western side of the site: on 
the eastern side facing the 
valley either the wall has 
eroded away over time or 
was never built there 
because the steep slope 
provided sufficient protec- 
tion against attack. 

The walls enclose an area 
of some 400 metres from 
north to south, with a 
width ranging from 50 
jmetres in the north to 230 „ 
metres -in 4be southt—The” 
upper town was the city- 
centre that housed the 
main gate, the palace, and 
the temple precinct, while 
the lower town was pri- 
marily a residential dis- 
trict 

The upper town's well 
built temple complex com- 
prised three temples and a 
6.5-metre-wide circular 
stone altar for burnt offer- 
ings, all surrounding a cen- 
tral courtyard- The nearly 
10-metre-square main tem- 
ple building had stone tiled 
floors, benches along the 
wall for offerings, and an 
ante-room. 

The partly excavated but 


monumental ‘palace’ near 
the temples complex had 
strong foundations and a 
staircase leading to at least 
a second story. Other 
buildings in the upper 
town had store rooms with 
storage vessels, probably 
for agricultural produce, 
such as e miner wheat, bar- 
ley. lentils, flax, chick- 
peas, vine, oil, and figs. 
(The bounty of the land 
would be noted some 
4,000 years later by the 
Crusaders, who called this 
area the land of the ‘fat 
peasant' (grossus rusticus). 

Domestic quarters 

The carefully planned 
and well built lower town 
also started its life in the 
EB II era and reached its 
height in EB III. A street 
running along the whole 
length of the inner city 
wall separated an ‘official'' 
quarter from the residential 
areas. The main ‘official’ 
structure identified was a 
13 x7-metre monumental 
colonnaded building with a 
row of column bases and a 
large front court, though its 
function remains 

unknown. 

The domestic buildings, 
separated from one 
another by streets and 
alleyways, comprised 
dwelling and storage 
rooms, courtyards, fire- 
places, cooking areas, 
and other such common 
domestic facilities. One 
big building had an 
oblong hall with a plas- 
tered podium and unusual 
small finds such as terra- 
cotta sacrificial figurines 
— suggesting this may 
have been a private cubic 
facility. 

The last phase of use of 
the upper town was in the 
EB IV period (c. 2300- 
•20GO~£hC.)Vwhen only a 
few townsites in this 
region remain in use 
while most of the popula- 
tion seems to pursue a 
nomadic lifestyle. 

Zaraqun falls into this 
pattern, for its EB IV 
architectural remains are 
“fragmentary structures 
of a temporary nature," 
according to the dig co- 
directors. Two EB IV 
storage silos lined with 
stone were found dug into 
remains of earlier settle- 
ments. The final decline 
of the town was docu- 
mented in the form of 
collapsing sections of the 
fortification walls. 


Cultural remains 

The excavated Early 
Bronze Age LI-lII material 
culture includes 150 pot- 
tery sherds with seal 
impressions i mostly on 
storage jars), terra-cotta 
figurines, copper weapons, 
basalt otitic stands. Him 
tools and blades, mostly 
cosmetics-related bone 
items, and a wide range of 
everyday and religious pot- 
tery vessels. Nearly 300 
restorable pottery and 
stone vessels were exca- 
vated. from large pithoi 
srorage/shipping ~ jars to 
miniarures. 

The pottery represented 
the full repertoire of EB III 
forms (including cooking 
pots. bows, holemouth jars, 
small juglets once thought 
to be only from the EB II 
period, and large grain 
wash vessels thaf had EB 
m shapes but EB I decora- 
tion), and included some 
Khirbet Karak ware that 
originated in Anatolia. 

The seal impressions on 
storage jars are especially 
important. Two-thirds of 
them have geometric pat- 
terns (spirals. lozenges, 
grids), and others depict 
animals and humans. 


sometimes tn a 
narrative style 
reflecting the 
cultural "influ- 
ence of 
Mesopotamia. 

The seals 

served some 
administrative purpose, 
probably linked to trade. 
Only two limestone seals 
were found intact, because 
the originals probably 
were made of wood that 
has since disintegrated; 
two unfinished seals were 
probably training pieces. 

The seals, bone items, 
and ceramics evidenced 
some trading and cultural 
contacts with western 
Palestine. Syria, 

Mesopotamia and 

Lebanon, though for north 
Jordan the Early Bronze 
Age generally was not a 
period of substantial com- 
mercial trading, compared 
to other ancient periods. 

Zaraqun’s noteworthy 
water system comprised a 
network of underground 
tunnels and shafts that 
sometimes penetrated over 
60 metres into the hillside 
facing the valley. A main 
tunnel, more than 200 
metres long, collected the 
groundwater from the 



earth above it; today the 
water flows off through a 
side exit. Three stepped 
shafts with stairs in the 
southern part of the city 
provided access into the 
water system, which was 
safe from external threats. 

" The area around Zaraqun 
was inhabited in other 
periods after the Early 
Bronze Age, though the 
townsite itself seems not 
to have been extensively 
re-used. In the Wadi Shal- 
laleh south-east of 
Zaraqun are major remains 
of a 25-metre-!ong Roman 
period bridge. The stone- 
built structure supported 
on two- story arches 
formed pan of the ancient 
road between the Greco- 
Roman towns of Gadara 
(modem Umm Qaisi and 
Adraat (Dera’a in Syria). 

No further excavations 
are planned at Zaraqun, 
but analysis and publica- 
tion of the excavations are 
ongoing. 


In photo at left, the drawing above depicts one of 
the seals from Early Bronze Age jars from 
Zaraqun; this “city seal” of Zaraqun was identi- 
fied four times on four different pots. The draw- 
ing below depicts a storage jar showing the posi- 
tion of the seal on the upper neck of the jar (Illus- 
trations courtesy of Dr. S. Mittmann). The photo 
at right is of a clay figurine from the EB III town at 
Zaraqun. A person is offering a sacrifice on an 
altar, probably depicting the private cult practices 
that took place alongside the official or public rit- 
uals 





Dental care said to help the heart 
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By Gisela Ostwald 

PHILADELPHIA — Cleaned teeth are 
more than just a pretty sight and a protec- 
tion against caries. Those who allow bac- 
teria to multiply double their risk of hav- 
ing a heart attack or stroke. Pregnant 
women who do not take care of their teeth 
are more likely to have miscarriages and 
also put the health of their babies at risk. 

The grave consequences of tooth plaque 
for health are currently being investigated 
at several U.S. universities. The results of 
the first completed study were presented 
at the 150th annual conference of the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science (AAAS) in Piiiladelphia. 

Mark Herzberg, professor of preventive 
medicine at the University of Minnesota, 
proved in animal experiments that certain 
bacteria in dental plaque cause blood 
platelets to clot and can therefore trigger 
the formation of thrombi. This creates the 
condition for a heart attack or stroke. 

Herzbcrg’s team found the worst culprit 
was the “bacterium streptococcus 
sangius” (strain 13379), the microorgan- 
ism most commonly found in the mouth. 
The more widespread the dental plaque, 
the more streptococci get into the_ blood- 
stream through periodontal infections or 
exposed tooth necks- 

There the bacteria, with their surface 
collagen molecules, set in motion the 
process which can lead to a heart attack or 
stroke. The collagen attracts platelets 


which in turn attract molecules of the 
blood protein fibrinogen. Gradually 
thrombi start to form, and can eventually 
block a cardiac artery or a vessel in the 
brain. 

“We know a lot about risk factors for 
arterial sclerosis and heart attacks, but 
nothing about the actual triggers," said 
Professor Herzberg. In animals, be 
explained, intravenous transfusions of 
streptococci bad caused the pulse and 
breathing to quicken and led to irregulari- 
ties in the electrocardiogram. 

Frank Scannapieco from (he State Uni- 
versity of New York (SUNY) in Buffalo 
told the conference about the other health 
consequences of inadequate dental care. 
Smokers with dental plaque run a greater 
risk of contracting chronic lung disease 
than smokers with clean teeth. 

Pregnant women who neglect their teeth 
have more premature births and older 
women are more. likely to suffer from 
osteoporosis, Scannapieco said. 

His SUNY colleague Jean Wactawski- 
Wende appealed to women to pay more 
attention to their teeth as they got older. In 
a study involving 2,566 older women she 
■found that jawbones and hipbones lose 
density and firmness when hormone pro- 
duction drops off following menopause. 

This meant thar women in the latter 
decades of their lives lose a tooth about 
twice as quickly as at a younger age. 

— DPA 


Cairo cleanup leaves city’s potters in the dust 


By Sarah Gauch, 

CAIRO — The bulldozers 
came at dawn, without 
notice, leveling the potters’ 
factories first and then their 
houses, as residents rushed 
to escape the falling bricks. 
In minutes, dozens of fami- 
lies were left homeless and 
unemployed. 

Today a few live in 
makeshift homes of rusty 
corrugated iron, plastic 
sheeting, and bricks in this 
empty dirt field in Cairo 
where they once had thriv- 
ing businesses and comfort- 
able housing. The rest are 
scattered, crammed in with 
relatives or sleeping on city 
benches. 

In a country still stung by 
losses to tourism caused by 
terrorism by Islamic funda- 
mentalists, a government 
push to make Cairo more 
tourist-friendly has given 
some of its residents a new 
concern: urban renewal. 

“We have nothing now. 
We’ve been thrown into die 
street," says a mother of 
eight, who asks to remain 
anonymous for fear of gov- 


ernment reprisals. She and 
others argue thar they have 
lived and worked in this 
spot for generations and 
have no family elsewhere ro 
help them. As she speaks, 
she points to her new home, 
a plastic sheet lean-to with 
several people sleeping 
inside. 

The Egyptian government 
ordered the destruction of 
the potters’ 12-acre settle- 
ment several weeks ago as 
pan of its plans to transform 
this overpopulated, chaotic 
metropolis into a more 
orderly and livable place. 

Working in a polluting 
industry set between the 
Amr Ibn Al-As Mosque, 
Africa's oldest, and ancient 
Coptic Christian churches 
in the most historic part of 
Cairo, the potters were 
among the government’s 
first targets. 

•‘Don’t come on an antiq- 
uities site and say ‘I’ve been 
sitting here for 1 80 years,’ “ 
says Cairo Gov. Abdel 
Rahim Shehata. “So what? 
This is wrong. This is 
against the law. They don’t 
have any licenses for their 


presence, and we’re not 
going to tolerate that.” 

Since coming to office 
eight months ago. Governor 
Shehata has promised 
enforcement of laws for 
poor and rich alike, despite a 
tendency here to ignore law 
and order. 

Officials have designated 
an area outside the city for 
the potters’ factories, he 
says, and they can apply for 
one of the 70,000 new gov- 
ernment-housing units now 
being built in the city as part 
of the new development 
plan. 

But residents point out 
that the cost of relocating 
and building new shops falls 
to them. Many are reluctant 
to give up the tight-knit 
communities they" have 
formed. 

Cairo needs improving, 
and fast. This city, on a nar- 
row dot of green along the 
Nile River, has a population 
of 10 million people, plus 2 
million commuters, and an 
annual growth rate of 2.5 
percent It has 1.5 million 
cars and only enough street 
capacity for one-third that 


number. 

Each day the city produces 
8,000 tonnes of garbage. Its 
thick air pollution is notori- 
ous. 

So far, some government 
plans to improve Cairo have 
brought positive results — 
better sanitation and phone 

systems, more parks and 
gardens, and more environ- 
ment-friendly natural gas 
fuel systems for buses and 
taxis. 

If all goes as planned, in 
the future Cairo will also 
have more street lights and 
better-enforced traffic laws. 
And the pollution-produc- 
ing lead smelters, cement 
factories — and even the 
pottery workshops — will 
be moved beyond the city 
limits. 

But the government pro- 
gramme has its dark side. 
Thirty-four of the city's 102 
informal communities must 
go, Shehata says. 

One way to lessen the 
hardship on families being 
displaced by urban develop- 
ment, suggest urban plan- 
ners in Cairo, is to involve 
the public more in the deci- 


sion-making process. 

There is community repre- 
sentation in the Cairo gov- 
ernment, “but it is not effec- 
tive," says Egyptian urban 
planner and architect Abdel 
Halim I. Abdel Halim. “If 
the potters were involved in 
the decision and in the solu- 
tion. this would have been a 
much better situation.” 

Just up the road from the 
potters' makeshift homes is 
another community of pot- 
ters, also slated for demoli- 
tion. 

“Where will we go? We 
can’t work. We have only 
one profession," says 
Mohammed, a workshop 
owner. "There are how 
many factories here, and for 
each factory how' many chil- 
dren are being supported?’ 
As he speaks, one man 
spins a pot in a comer of the 
room while another molds 
slabs of clay roofing. Out- 
side, a brick kiln belches 
black smoke as a gray haze 
covers the potters’ commu- 
nity. 

— The Christian Science 
Monitor 
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Free trade zone seen as test for Arab credibility 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
A landmark agreement 
among Arab states to 
fulfil a long-held 
dream to create a free 
trade zone is a test of 
their credibility in 
merging their 

economies, an official 

report said Sunday. 

The Inter-Arab 

Investment Guarantee 


Corporation (IAIGC) 
d it was optimistic 
the pact would work 


sai 


this time despite the 
collapse of several pre- 
vious accords by the 
Arab League's 22 
members to open up 
their borders. 

“The free trade zone 
agreement is an 
advanced step in the 
process of Arab eco- 
nomic merger.” the 
Kuwaiti-based group 
said. 

“Its success will 


reassert the credibility 
of joint Arab action, 
which has been under- 
mined after facing suc- 
cessive crises in the 
past period." the 
IAIGC said in a study 
obtained here. 

Bowing to long- 
standing calls in the 
region, Arab govern- 
ments signed an his- 
toric accord in 1997 to 
lift customs barriers 
that have combined 
with political rifts and 
other hurdles to 
obstruct inter-Arab 
trade. 

The agreement calls 
for a gradual removal 
of customs tariffs on 
imports at an average 
10 per cent every year 
over a 10-year period. 

The pact went into 
force at the start of 
1998 and several 
League members have 


already announced tar- 
iff cuts on Arab prod- 
ucts. 

It was the first Arab 
trade pact to include a 
definite timetable, the 
absence of which was 
the main cause of the 
collapse of former 
agreements. It also 
coincides with reforms 
by most member states 
aimed at reviving their 
economies and tackling 
persistent fiscal 

deficits. 

“What makes us opti- 
mistic about the suc- 
cess of this agreement 
is that it involves a 
clear timetable which 
was endorsed by Arab 
heads of state in 1996,” 
said IAIGC. which is 
affiliated to the Cairo- 
based Arab League. 

“It is a flexible agree- 
ment that is supported 
by the private sector 


for the first time ... It 
also comes as most 
Arab countries have 
joined the World Trade 
Organisation. This is 
another key; factor for 
its feasibility.” the 
study added. 


Quoted by the IAIGC 

bulletin, Arab League 


Assistant Secretai^ 
General for Economic 
Affairs Abdul Rahman 
AI Suhaibani dismissed 
fears by some Arab 
governments about 
tinancial losses 

because of tariff cuts. 

He said tax revenues 
in the Arab World 
totalled around SI 50 
million in 1996, of 
which only 6.5 per cent 
were earned from 
import tariffs. 

Revenues from taxes 
on Arab products are 
much lower as com- 
mercial exchange 


among the League 
members is below 10 
per cent of their total 
trade. 

“Fears by some Arab 
countries are baseless 
because earnings from 
customs duties on Arab 
imports are negligi- 
ble," he said. 

Apart from high cus- 
toms tariffs, trade 
among Arab countries 
is restricted by Persis- 
tent political rifts and 
border disputes, 

administrative hurdles, 
the similarity of their 
products ana lack of 
trade financing. 

Experts douoted the 
latest pact would be 
fully respected, citing 
the failure of previous 
experiences and prob- 
lems facing a similar 
project within the six- 
nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC). 


Although they signed 
a free trade agreement 
two years after they 
created their economic, 
political and defence 
alliance in 1981, GCC 
states are still hagglin 
over a single taril 
which is essential for 
their plan to create a 
common market. 

Border disputes and 


>pu 

political rivalries have 


also blocked other 
GCC projects, includ- 
ing a joint currenc 
and linking their stoc 
markets. 

The merger process 
has remained slow 
despite the marked 
similarity in social, 
economic and politic 
systems in GCC met 
bers — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
•Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 


LEA: Oil glut to keep 
pressure on producers 


LONDON (R) — Glutted 
oil markets will continue to 
put pressure on revenue- 
hungry producers despite a 
groundbreaking pact to curb 
global output and rescue 
battered prices, the Interna- 
tional Energy Agency (IEA) 
has said. 

Supply exceeded demand 
by a hefty 1.5 million bar- 
rel S-day (bpdj in the first 
quarter of the year, leaving 
stocks to build heavily, the 
West's energy watchdog 
said 

“Current supply exceeds 
demand and stocks are high, 
suggesting a continuation of 
a difficult market for pro- 
ducers,” the Paris-based 
agency said in its monthly 
oil market report. 

Last month, the Organisa- 
tion of the. . Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) approved an agree- 
ment to remove 1-245' mil- 
lion bpd of its output from 
the market between April 1 
and the end of the year to 
nudge up prices that had 
sagged to nine-year lows. 

In a rare act of coopera- 
tion with the OPEC coun- 


tries, other producers such 
as Norway and Mexico 
pledged cuts last month of 

270.000 bpd. while Russia 
later chipped in with cuts of 

61.000 bpd. 

But prices have been 
under pressure since the 
output cuts were agreed 
because of doubts about 
participants' resolve to actu- 
ally carry out the reduc- 
tions. 

Traders say it could be 
several more weeks before 
firm evidence emeiges that 
crude sales have been 
curbed. 

Producers have seen 
Brent average a punishing 
$4.50 a barrel less so far this 
year than in 1997, cutting 
export earnings for OPEC 
member countries by some 
$8 billion in the first quarter,, 
of 1998'. 

The report by theJEA said 
it had lowered its estimate 
of global oil demand in the 
first quarter of 1998 by 

400.000 bpd to 75 million 
bpd. 

It said this was due to con- 
tinuing mild weather in the 
northern hemisphere and a 


r Excellent Apartment For Rent > 

240 sq.m.flrst floor surrounded by balconies, overlooking pri- 
vate gardens. Consists of large furnished saion equipped with 
(video, TV & telephone), dining room, separate two bedrooms 
with a bath, fully equipped large kitchenette with fridge, deep 
freezer & oven, guest's bathroom & laundry. The apartment is of 
only two floors family bu fitting located in the best residential area 
in Amman with multi car parks existing. Zahran St 147, 

If interested please call: 

w 593 25 09 y 


marked reduction in deliv- 
eries to South Korea in the 
first two months of the year. 

“Demand remains sensi- 
tive to further downward 
revision,” it said. 

The agency also revised 
downwards 1998 non- 
OPEC supply by 300.000 
bpd to 45.3 million bpd. 

Further pressure on oil 
producers will come from 
European refinery mainte- 
nance. which will rake a 
hefty 1.1 million bpd of 
capacity out of the market 
in May. the agency said. 

It said European refinery 
work would peak in May 
after taking out 680,000 bpd 
of capacity in April with 
about 560.000 bpd of plant 
down for repairs in June. 

The agency noted com- 
mercial oil stocks held by 
the world's industrialised 
nations appeared to register 
a surprising and sizeable 
decline in February. 

Preliminary data showed 
commercial inventories of 
crude and petroleum prod- 
ucts held in the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development 
tOECD) fell by one million 
bpd in February, reversing a 
build of that size in January. 

The agency said one 
explanation was that it may 
have overestimated world 
oil supply in the early pan 
of 1998, but even given 
future revisions to supply 
data there would remain a 
large inventory overhang. 


U.S. will push hard to open markets 


GENEVA (Ri — The top 
U.S. trade official in Gene- 
va says her country will 
push hard in the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
to ensure markets around 
the globe are opened up to 
its products. 

In an interview with 

Reuters, Washington's 
ambassador to the WTO. 
Rita Hayes, indicated the 
United States also aimed to 
“provide leadership” in the 
132-meraber body by com- 
plying with rulings in trade 
disputes that go against it. 

Ms. Hayes said she want- 
ed to see China, involved in 
the latest round of talks on 
its II -year entry bid, com- 
ing into the WTO but 

argued Beijing itself had to 
make “those hard deci- 
sions" that would clear the 
way for admission. 

T think in this communi- 
ty at the WTO everybody 
looks to the United States 
for leadership.. .because we 
are the world’s leading 
exporter." said Ms. Hayes, 
who took up her post last 
autumn after three years as 
Washington’s senior textile 
negotiator. 

The United States, which 
played a key role in shaping 
the 1994 global accord that 
created the WTO. was 
determined to ensure that 
rules on open trade were 
observed by making full 
use of the body's dispute 
settlement system, she 
declared. 

Of the 120 cases brought 
in the WTO's first three 
years. 41 — far more than 
any other member — were 
initiated by Washington. 

These include cases 
against the European Union 


(EU). Canada and Japan as 
well as key emerging 
economies in Latin Ameri- 
ca and Asia. Panel rulings 
on many are still pending. 

“The United States is 
going to bring these cases 
because we want to make 
sure the trade rules are 
enforced,” said Ms. Hayes, 
famed among WTO envoys 
for tough talking in her pre- 
vious role. 

The U.S. market was 
open for other countries in 
the organisation under the 
rules, but 96 per cent of the 
world's population was out- 
side the United States. 

“So it is our responsibility 
to our manufacturers, our 
farmers, our consumers and 
everyone we are represent- 
ing to ensure we have 
access to other people’s 
markets," she added. 

Other WTO members had 
an obligation under the 
agreements they signed at 
the end of the 1986-93 
Uruguay Round of global 
trade negotiations to open 
up to imports. 

“If they don’t, then we're 
going to use the resources 
we have. As more and more 
countries realise we are tak- 
ing this seriously, the (bet- 
ter the) system will work," 
said Ms. Hayes. 

When the body was creat- 
ed, some senior congres- 
sional Figures in Washing- 
ton argued that allowing 
independent WTO panels 
to rule on 'the legality of 
aspects of U.S. trade policy 
would violate national sov- 
ereignty. 

But Ms. Hayes said the 
WTO “serves the interests 
of the United States 
because it reflects our val- 


ues...it is a rules-based 
organisation. promotes 
openness and establishes 
norms... 

“Of course, everybody 
would like to win every 
case, but sometimes you 
don't get the decisions 
you'd like. Sometimes you 
don't won on all points, but 
you've achieved some- 
thing.” she added. 

Ms. Hayes pointed to the 
U.S. acceptance of a final 
ruling against it in only the 
second case to come before 
the WTO — brought by 
Venezuela and Brazil in 
1995 over U.S. restrictions 
on imports of reformulated 
gasoline. 

‘Everyone was looking to 
see if we were going to do 
the right thing. We did. and 
we hilly expect (other 
countries) to abide by the 
ruies....we stand on our 
record so far,” she indicat- 
ed. 

The more both developed 
and developing countries 
used the system,, the more 
countries not . yet. ‘in the 
WTO like China and Rus- 
sia would see the advan- 
tages of getting in. 

"I want to see China in 
the WTO because I think 
it’s always better to have 
someone a member so that 
they live by the same rules 
that you do. But it has to 
make some decisions 
before it can join,” she said 

It's not any other country 
keeping China out, it’s 
China that's got to make 
those hard decisions,” said 
Ms. Hayes, in a dear rejec- 
tion of complaints some- 
times voiced by Beijing 
that the United States is 
blocking its admission. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Lens setting 

6 -Hartley 

Labor Act 

10 Crack shots 

14 Tropical vine 

15 Sioux tribe 

16 Zhivago's love 

17 Adjustment 

19 Jogging gait 

20 Scarf tike a 
snake 

21 Skilled 

22 V-lormation - 
flock 

23 Firs! among 
men? 

24 Began 

26 Shout 

29 Severe 

30 Film cuts 

31 Dwellers: sutf. 

32 wnert omnia 

36 Gin- and- tonic 
garnish 

37 Ginger cookies 

38 PrevaiEng trend 

39 Shapely fruit 

40 Elevator man 

41 Sultry singer 

42 Showed 
concern 

44 Shunt 

45 Something that 
rots 

48 Composer 
Porter 

49 Wax 
grandiloquent 

50 Martinique 
peak 

52 Anne des 

Monts, Oue. 

55 Salvador, Die 
artsi 

56 AC generator 

56 Norway's 

capital 

59 Facts 

60 Simple 
nccfdaco 

61 Actor Connery 

62 0gter 

63 Two under par 
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By Dorothy B_ Manta 
Mghfamd Park, Ml 


DOWN 

1 Loose weight 

2 Farm tower 

3 Casual farewell 

4 First grade 


5 Military 
displays 

6 Clan emblem 

7 Leaning 
precariously 

8 Approximate 
distance 
measure 

9 Bo Derek flick 

10 Option 

11 Insertion made 

12 Worn away 
unevenly 

13 FuDy lull 

18 Hebrew month 

22 Bony fish 

23 Vehement 
quarrel 

25 Hardy lass 

26 Support 

27 Garfiekfa pal 

28 Peru's capital 

29 Overly sedate 

31 Ratipreeal 

action and 
reaction 

33 Deep, sfimy soil 

34 River to the 
Baltic 

35 Landonfs due 
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Peanuts 


YOU NEED A PLANKET 
LIKE YOUR BROTHER! 



'Andy Capp 


|7vOU AND TrWT FUPPIN 
V SNOOKER ROCHA.' ITS A 


WCMDBZ yOU DON'T SETAE 
TO BRING TOUR DINNER OVER, 
THERE AND SAVE XXIK5SLF 
THE JOURNEY— / 
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37 Smarting 
41 Quiet! 

43 First mate's 
reply 

44 Active one 

45 Long gone 
beds 

46 Delete 

47 Showy Ely 


48 Transparent 

51 Back of the 
kitchen? 

52 Single guy 

53 Hard work 

54 Coastal bird 

56 George, the 

humorist 

57 Spotter's cry 
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FOR CAST FOR MONDAY, APRIL 13, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES:- (March 21 K> April‘19)' You’re being watched 
like a hawk. The good news is that you could profit from 
this encounter. You should be standing up, crisply salut- 
ing all the superior officers who pass your way. You could 
make, a marvellous impression on an influential older per- 
son, who can help you get what you want 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You tend to. hold onto 
things. Accept coaching from one who’s near and dear to 
your heart, and trash some of those items you've been 
reluctant to part wkh.If you can't trash them, at least pot 
them on the market May be- you can sell them. ‘‘ 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You'll have more invita- 
tions today than you can possibly accept- There are par- 
ties and meetings and chores- Start by setting priorities. 
Write up a list, then arrange everything in- a workable 
order. It won't take long if you do it early. Concentration 
is the key. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Somebody in a position 
of authority is angry at a person you feel very dearly 
about It’s no secret whose side you’re On, but don' 
flaunt it in front of die authority figure. You’ll have to 
tread gently, but you’re good at that 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’re interested in travel- 
ling, but you're more likely .stuck at home, due to a cold 
or minor injury. Even if you’re healthy, there are' matters 
at home that require your presence. In other words, 
you're grounded Don't fret This is only a tenqwrary 
condition. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’re drawing 
attention to yourself. Co-workers want you to do more for 
them. That's because you are so well organised. You’re 
also le arnin g skills that make you more valuable. So if 
you’re bombarded with demands, don't take offence. It's 
a compliment- 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Take time to dis- 
cuss finances today with your partner — business or 
romantic, or both. It's important to understand how much 
there is, where it's going and where the next is coming 
from. This conversation might be difficult but the result 
will be beneficial. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2.L) You're feeling 
strong and magnificenL This is good, because you've got 
formidable competition. A co-worker doesn't want to do 
things your way. it’s going to take a little while, but you'll 
win this battle. And you'U be gracious in victory, so start 
now. You have the advantage, so why rub it in? 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1) You're 
under pressure, but that’s OK. You’re strong, healthy and 
good looking. It looks like some big bureaucracy — per- 
haps the IRS — is trying to put the squeeze on you. Well, 
you might be able to fight back. It’s people like you who 
change laws. Have you become an activist yet? 


CAPRICORN: (December "2246 January 20) You and 
-ypuf- committ^: can accomplish amariflg- thiags. You 
have some strong people on your team.' You could be the 
leader, but you're not .necessarily making he major deci- 
sions. You're likely the person who carries them out 
That’s OK. You’ll accomplish more than you ever 
dreamed possible. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Instead of seer 
ing an older person as being your enemy, see that person 
as your coach. Even if he or she is irritating, there's a les- 
son to be learned here. Pay attention. The situation today 
may be forcing you to learn a lesson you’ve been avoid- 
ing. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’re lucky, but 
somebody close to you isn’t. You're so tuned in-to what’s 
going on around you that, when somebody else gets 
crazy, you do too. It's difficult for you to break away and 
just simply have your own emotions, but that would be a 
good idea now. 




Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Y°u r bottom lip is doing ail the work. 
Let’s kiss again, this time with 
both lips giving 100 percent!” 


psinesi 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 

Irsheidat expects APC to earn JDU1 million 
from potash sales in ‘98 


** ARAB POTASH Company (APC) 
Chairman Saleh Irsheidat expects sales 
to reach JD111 million in 1098 in light 
of increasing demand for potash and 
opening new markets. He Tevealed that 
APC earned It) 103 million Last year 
from selling 1.8 million tonnes of 
potash. 


Dr. Irsheidat visited a number of South 
East Asian countries last month and held 
talks with senior officials who expressed 
readiness to import more potash from 
Jordan. The markets of Malaysia, South 
Korea. Japan and China absorb between 
75 and 80 per cent of APC exports ( A1 
Ra"i). 


Government urged to intervene to save 
Jordan Spinning and Weaving Company 


** THE GENERAL association of the 

workers in the sp innin g, weaving and 
clothing industry has asked the govern- 
ment to intervene to prevent the liquida- 
tion of the Jordan Sp innin g and Weaving 
Company and to safeguard die rights of the 
shareholders and the workers in order to 
avoid increasing the number of the unem- 
ployed. 

The association said that mismanage- 
ment was the principal canse for the com- 
pany’s troubles and charged that there is a 
plan by some people to take over the com- 
pany at extremely low prices. The compa- 
ny has posted an accumulated loss of JD8 
million until the end of last year and its 
debt totalled JD12 milli on. The sharehold- 
ers' equity stood at JD65S.483 at the end of 
1997. 

In hs demand, the association recom- 


mended forming a committee to manage 
the company for three years and to restruc- 
ture the financial situation by fully or par- 
tially capitalising the debts and reschedul- 
ing the rest without interest in addition to 
providing the working capital to enable the 
plant continue operations and production. 

The association concluded by pointing 
out that the company was expected ro con- 
tinue growing and prospering as a result of 
the increasing demand on its high-quality 
and low-cost products. “The reserves 
soared and reached millions but the 
amounts quickly evaporated and the com- 
pany fell back after being an industrial 
leader and the sole manufacturer in its 
field," the association said as it stressed the 
mismanagement as the main cause for the 
company's demise (A1 Dus tour + A1 Arab 
Al Yawm). 


Aramex announces filing of registration 
statement relating to secondary offering 


AMMAN fJ.T.l — Aramex International 
Limited, the international express and 
freight forwarding company specialising 
in the Middle East & Indian Sub- 
Continent regions, announced that it filed 
a registration statement with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
relating to the offer of 1,000,000 shares 
of its Common Stock in a proposed 
underwritten public offering to be man- 
aged by Scott & Stringfellow. Inc, locat- 
ed in Richmond, Virginia. Of the 
1,000,000 shares proposed to be offered, 
500.000 shares are being offered by 
Axamex and 500.000 shares are being 
offered by certain selling shareholders. 

Aramex currently operates in 95 loca- 


tions in 32 countries, providing express 
delivery and freight forwarding services 
from its main hubs in Dubai, London, 
New York and Amman primarily to. from 
and within destinations in the Middle 
East and the Indian Sub-Continent. 
Aramex also holds a majority interest in a 
direct marketing and mail order catalogue 
service located iri’the Middle East. - 
A registration statement relating to 
these securities has been filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission but 
has not yet become effective. These secu- 
rities may not be sold nor may offers to 
buy be accepted prior to the time the reg- 
istration statement becomes effective. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 12/04/98 18:12 
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US Dollar 


0.7090 

IhJJ 

03770 

16410 

03052 

16729 

ftl-^frM 


Jordan Dinar 

1A104 

- 

53894 

0.5317 

6.1354 

04305 

5.1804 

2155.15 


Saudi Riyal 

0,2667 

0.1891 

- 

0.1005 

037 

0.0814 

038 

40744 


Bahrain Dinar 

2-65 

1.8807 

93480 

- 

9.66 

03096 

9.74 

405337 

E3E 

Qatar Dinar 

0JT746 

0.1947 

13300 

13300 

' - 

03838 

131 

419.66 

BEE 

Kuwait Dinar 

3JZ765 

Z3Z31 

123877 

13352 

11.93 

■ - 

12.03 

500635 

03338 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1930 

1.0210 

0.1026 

0.9913 

03831 

- 

416.02 

0.9257 

Letnnese/4000 

0A5 

Qj4640 

24543 

03467 

23829 

0.1997 

24037 

- 

23251 


0.2941 

0.2085 

1.1030 

0.1109 

1.0709 

03898 

13803 

44941 

■■ 

Energy 


Mid-East Curre 

ncias 



irsfl 

ESS! 


'f'Curiency 

dUli 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 


13-27 

12.92 


SA Riyal 

03687 

04858 

0.15839 

040368 

343183 

W-T*xm 

15.57 

15.87 


AE Dirham 

03723 

049606 

0.19274 

041218 

35.041 

Bonny 

1M7 

1192 


KW Dinar 

33765 

5.97015 

135848 

438032 

421.763 . 

Dubai 

12.14 

11.74 


BH Dinar 

03770 

433326 

138554 

4.01606 

341413 

ULGae 

153.00 

OJW 



1374 

34135 

1.1195 

23362 

240396 

Mi 
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: Bourae .1 

' Index \C* 

-. Value . . 

Chng 


High 

Low 


New York 

DOW JONES 

8994.85 

10338 

1.16 

90143 

8890.74 

889148 

Newyork 

S&P500 

1110.67 

9.02 

032 

111146 

1101.66 

1101.66 

London 

FT-SE 100 

610&6 

503 

033 

81053 

60383 

60553 

Tokyo 

NJKKHE 225 

16481.12 

3534 

334 

ft [lo-.-l-a-J 

tt'F-:--*! 

15536.7 

Parte 

CAC40 


2031 

033 

3897.72 

384241 

387337 

Frankfurt - 

DAX 

531732 

47.76 

031 


Fsun 

526946 


Travel agents open fire on transport companies 


By Amy Henderson 
Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A fair compe- 
tition and ami-trust law rel- 
egated to parliament's back- 
burner has left travel agents 
and transport companies at 
odds over "price fixing” by 
the latter, which are current- 
ly operating as a consor- 
tium. 

“What the transport com- 
panies are doing is state of 
the an stupidity," said one 
travel agent, whose business 
caters to religious pilgrims 
worldwide. 'The industry is 
being [ruined] by the trans- 
port "companies who have 
recreated a monopoly that 
we foughr for years to get 
rid of.” 

Travel agents are com- 
plaining that the country's 
three tourist transport oper- 
ators — Jordan E xpres s 
Tourist Transport tJETT), 
Alpha and Petra — have 
“artificially” pushed prices 
up since they formed a con- 
sortium last September to 
stem growing financial loss- 
es. 

Last July, an Alpha board 
member said the sector's 
losses for the year would be 
about JD2.5 million, largely 
attributed to an oversupply 
of buses on the market and a 
drop in arrivals to Jordan 
due to regional crises that 
began in 1996. The two fac- 
tors encouraged a price war 
between the three, another 
source of financial loss. 

Prices for this high season 
remained unchanged even 


as cancellations began pour- 
ing in late last year when the 
•United Stares and Iraq 
appeared on the brink of 
war, agents said. 

Travel agents, now 
actively lobbying parlia- 
ment to endorse the anti- 
trust law that would force 
the end of the consortium, 
claim that since September, 
price hikes have ranged 
from 10 to 40 per cent” — 
and in some cases have 
exceeded 90 per cent. 

Daily rental fares have 
been reduced, but overall 
rental costs have risen when 
the consortium imposed 
mileage fees, along with 
other tolls, in exchange. 
This practice, they say, is 
exclusive to Jordan — at 
least in the region. 

“The fact that they have 
been allowed to get away 
with this [consortium] is 
outrageous," said Munir 
Nassar. head of 
Internationa] Traders, one of 
the country's* top travel 
agencies. “The government 
doesn't allow hotels to [fix 
prices]. Why are we protect- 
ing the buses? 

“Anyway, price is sec- 
ondary,” he said. “It's really 
a question of quality and 
providing a choice to con- 
sumers" 

Government-owned JETT 
enjoyed a 20-year monop- 
oly over the transport sector 
until 1994. It maintained a 
de facto control of the mar- 
ket until 1995 when a wind- 
fall tourism season follow- 
ing the October 1994 peace 


treaty with Israel caught 
JETT unaware and unable 
to accomodare the influx of 
tourists. 

The government was 
forced to rent foreign buses 
to meet immediate require- 
ments and to licence other 
companies in anticipation of 
swelling demand. 

Agents welcomed the 
move in anticipation of 
competition in pricing and 
higher standards of service 
— both of which they got, 
they say. 

“The service we received 
was absolutely better than' 
what we received from 
JETT" said one agent, “and 
prices were reasonable and 
competitive with our neigh- 
bours.” 

Now. he says, the buses 
are operating on a "seating 
quota,” and agents can no 
longer request one transport 
provider over another. 

“Our clients get what [the 
consortium] gives us. We 
can no longer guarantee any 
standard of service," he 
continued. “There is no fear 
from drivers that they will 
lose their jobs if they mis- 
treat their passengers. We 
simply have no recourse. 
We should be doing the 
opposite to bring people 
here — we should be bring- 
ing our prices down and 
working very hard to 
improve our service " he 
indicated. 

“We must be the only 
country in the world that 
thinks it should tax the 
tourist when we have a bad 


season," said Mir. Nassar. 
“Do you think the Egyptians 
put prices up after the inci- 
dent at Luxor?” 

Transport companies 
claimed in September that 
the consortium 'was not a 
price cartel, but “a mecha- 
nism to save the sect or from 
collapse in the t medium 
term." 

Shafiq Havec |, general 
manager of Alph a, said that 
the arrangement h£js “min- 
imised" the financial losses 
of the three, but re fused to 
disclose any finan rial sta- 
tistics. 

‘"You can’t: cal 1 it a 
monopoly,” he sail i “Each 
company still has its own 
independent ridmin istration. 
We entered die agre ement to 
organise the re: ;ervation 
departments.." 

However, he c -onceded 
■that the c-oosorti um did 
“issue a single rate i rinse last 
September." 

Ironically, travel a gents do 
not place the entixet tv of the 
blame for rhe situ: ition on 
the tran spon opera t ors, but 
on the government . which 
they accuse of dra fting a 
transport law that ft ivoured 
JETTs con trol of the sector. 

Under the regi ilations 
established in I99f •. new 
transport i:ompanies must 
have a minimum of 50 
buses and a JD10 i nillion 
capital. A.ccording to a 
source in the ■ tra nsport 
industry, die 270 bust :s that 
went onto the mark- et far 
exceeded :the 150 ret juired 
by demand. (The cc msor- 


tium now operates with 80 
buses, according to the 
source.) 

“The goverment didn'r 
expect that investors would 
go for those requirements," 
says Mr. Nassar. “But they 
did, and as a result, the mar- 
ket was flooded. The law 
was foolish.” 

In a bid to defuse the row. 
the Ministry of Tourism has 
appointed a committee to 
study the arguments of both. 
The solution, says Fahed 
Fanek, who is working on 
the study, is far from simple. 

“The study found that the 
prices, on average, did 
increase about 22 per cent 
over the discounted prices 
— which discriminated 
among operators — offered 
before the consortium,” he 
pointed out. 

“But the agents have pre- 
sented all these examples 
from neighbouring coun- 
tries which, the operators 
have shown, are not really 
applicable to Jordan. So it 
seems that both have valid 
arguments,” he said. “The 
solution, until the situation 
improves, may be to impose 
the prices as fixed by the 
ministry [in 1995] which are 
dose to those being 
imposed now." 

Dr. Fanek said the com- 
mittee expects to present its 
findings and recommenda- 
tions to the minister of 
tourism later this week for a 
final decision on the issue. 
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OP 
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350.000 

251-000 

ARAB BANK 

14.2 

1.15 

12 

fetO 

230460 

350.00 

3 47.00 

3.00- 


S.34C 

l.cMJ 
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E 

0.00 

6 

4500 

7675 

:.?s 

1.75 

.03- 
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4.3 

0.00 

2 
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676 

1.34 

1.35 

.01* 
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32 
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17.2 


4 

600 
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JOB. KUWAIT DANX 

.8 
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1 
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3040 
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1.82 
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. Wi 

JOR. UL'LF RANK 

4.0 

10.45 

37 
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.64 

.6f 

.03- 

+s 

4.*j:o 

I . M*»0 

JOR.Il LAMIC BANK 

9-4 

5-10 

16 

26o6 

49*n 

I . H'» 

1.M5 

.04- 


1.400 

.600 

BtUT.AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

.5 

17.05 

7 

2000 

1730 

.**6 

.08 

.02* 
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. JOR FRENCH .JNSUR. . 

. 6.0 

11.63 

2 

10250 

21535--' 

“TilT " 

• 2.14 

.or* 



71 XCHGs 

*0-05 

2 

10260 
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2.140 * 

1 . 550 

JOB. ELECTRIC 'PHR.' ' 

10.2 

4.74 

' 5 

760 

' .1684 

2.14 


:o3- 


4,010 

:. J20 

inn'D ELE r TR ICITY 

23.0 

5.25 

1 

150 

3?9 

2 . 04 

2.19 

.10- 


1.55U 

.Vi.o 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

44.3 

O.CC 

34 

28525 

31754 

1.13 

1.11 

.02- 


!.:2C 

.050 

PPJU. ESTATE I MV. 

:n.o 

0.00 

4 

171 

166 

.95 

.92 

.03- 


4.600 

2 .070 

ARAB JNTL.INV.FDUC. 

10.3 

1.93 

1 

100 

415 

4.15 

4.15 

- 


1.050 

.400 

7 ARK A EDUCATION 

14.B 

0.00 

3 

2000 

1920 

.06 

- 96 

- 


1.830 

1 . 520 

UNIFIED CO. 

6.9 

7.10 

5 

1050 

162R 

1.56 

1.S4 

.01- 


.810 

.600 

UNION LAND DE?.' . 

9 

o.oo 

4 
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.64 

.65 
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4.450 

2.690 

JOP. CEMENT PACT. 

19.0 

3.90 

40 

23313 

65318 

2.77 

2.82 

.05* 


4.140 

3.040 

JOR.P:!OS»-HATE mines 

8.5 

3.23 

l 

100 

305 

3.10 

3.05 

.05- 


Il.lto 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. P£ FI NARY 

10.6 

8.15 

12 

2687 

29879 

10.80 

10.90 

.10* 


0. 700 

4.500 

JORDAN TANNING 

8.7 

7.21 

1 

50 

278 

5.55 

5.55 

- 


1.350 

1.040 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

12.0 

7.19 

3 

600 

834 

1.32 

1.39 

.07* 


2.240 

1.100 

INDUSTRIAL CO-DS.ACR. 

9 

0.00 

3 

2637 

3316 

1.29 

1.25 

.04- 


5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

14.6 

3.77 

32 

11350 

63162 

5.37 

5.30 

.07- 


1.530 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

11.1 

7.46 

17 

3900 

5293 

1.25 

1.34 

.01- 


.570 

.400 

luxstock S POULTRY 

16.9 

0.00 

1 
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.50 

-SO 

- 


.620 

.510 
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9 

a. oo 

5 

1327 
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.54 
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.01* 


.810 

.370 
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9 

0.20 

2 

2400 
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.41 
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.690 

.500 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

? 

0.00 

2 

200 

110 

.52 

.55 

-03+ 

S 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE WIRb-MPAC 

27.9 

0.00 

10 

5800 

6674 

1.15 

1.16 

.01 + 


.790 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CKEM 

9 

0.00 

6 

5100 

2958 

.59 

.58 

.01- 

s 

1.540 

-810 

UNIV. MODS. 17705. 

14.8 

6.45 

11 

6850 

6371 

.93 

.93 

- 


1.230 

.690 

JOR. INDS. RESOITRCES 

9.3 

14.49 

14 

10800 

7518 

.71 

.69 

.02- 


1.620 

1.350 

NATL. ^ LOR IKE 

14.0 

4.73 

6 

1150 

1702 

1.48 

1.40 

- 


1.060 

.eia 

JOR.. NEW CABLE CO. 

14.4 

9-eo 

11 
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11290 

1.04 

1.02 

.02- 


1.250 

1.0BO 
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6.5 

0.00 

6 

6700 

7973 

1.18 

1.19 

.01* 


1.220 

-860 
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47.7 

0.00 

■» 

550 
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1.05 

1.05 

- 


-e60 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.4 

8.J3 

4 
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.84 

.04 

_ 


.000 

.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

2 5 .87 

11 

15750 
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-6!r 

.6 J 
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.630 .480 KACH.E0P. REST. MAIN. 30.2 

.530 .340 -TOR. TRADE FAC. q 

.£00 .660 UNION ZNV. 50* q 

.630 .366 ARAS FIN. INVEST. q 

1 - 000 .720 AL-SMAPQ 3KY.CO. P 

.390 -120 JOR. JND:.. MATCH- JEMCO q 

.640 .370 ARAB FOOD & KK> . q 

.470 .240 ARAB IML. INV.TRD. 46.3 

.750 .360 NATL. MULT .ENG. NAHICO q 

.520 .400 ARAB ELECT.INDS. q 

-06O .560 MIDEAST PHARM. 90' E 

1.610 .860 UNION TOBACCO 75' g 

.730 .550 RAZI PHARM. E 

.460 .240 liens. ENG. q 

.P30 .490 :nds. CERAMIC 13.1 

■ 9I>C . 550 ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. q 

.740 .430 NATL. POULTRY q 

1-000 . 660 NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 46.2 

1-310 1.000 HUTRJDAR P 

1.000 .750 EKBAL PRINT CO. 75* 12.6 


GRAND TOTAL 
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11 
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13 
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4 
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.313 
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5 
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.44 

— 
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1 

100 

53 
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.63 

- 

0.00 

5 
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.03* 

0.30 

6 
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.69 

— 

0.00 

8 
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.2<.1 

.27 

.01- 

0.00 

J 
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.50 
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0.00 

11 

34400 

20904 

.6 ]L 

.61 

- 

0.00 

26 
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36600 

.451 

.47 

.02* 

0.00 

16 

15750 

7065 

.7Cb 

.70 

- 

0.30 

4 

4500 

4655 

1-0 :j» 

1.04 

.01- 

9.13 

- 

40 0 

232 

.s:a 

.83 

- 
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446323 
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Investment 
bank buys 
Fauchon 


PARIS (AFP) — A group of 
French and foreign investors. led 
by a Luxembourg bank, has 
acquired the century-old Paris 
fine foods store Fauchon. which 
describes itself as the world’s pre- 
‘mier gourmet firm. _ 

Laurent Adamcwicz- head of 
Uixerabburg-based ' investment 
bank Waldo, said he had pur- 
chased a 51 percent slake in the 
prestige emporium, with the rest 
shared out equally between three 
firms and three people. 

He refused to put a tag on the 
deal, believed to amount to 
around $33 million. 

The landmark family store, 
established for more than a cen- 
tury on the Place de la Madeleine 
in central Paris, was founded by 
Auguste Fauchon in 1886 and 
boasts it can provide any food 
product known to man, however, 
exotic. 

Its mouth-watering oui-of- sea- 
son fruit and titillating delicacies 
draw perpetual crowds of arid 
window-shoppers as weD as a 
steady stream of weD-heeied cus- 
tomers stepping out of some of 
the world’s most expensive cars. 

The minority 49 per cent wiU 
be in the hands of Michd Ducros 
of the French spices family enter- 
prise, two former managers of 
ihe Docks de France supermarket 
chain, Britain's Intermediate 
Capital Group. Barclays Capital 
Development and France's 
Matignon Investment Group. 

Adamowicz, aged 40 and for- 
merly of the Paribas and 
Rothschild banks, was reported 
by the Le Figaro daily to be offer- 
ing a global 200 million francs 
(S33 million >. 

The firm had a turnover of 296 
million francs (S49 million) in 
1996-97, or 800 million francs 
($147 million) taking into 
account its distributors and fran- 
chises in 30 countries. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" 


Amra Forum Hole 

Amman - Ornro - Ri 


Phone 
55271 IS 


Area; 200 sqm 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.-. 5920605 / 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 

Mobile: 079/30007 



Shmeluni - Opposite 
Grind lays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822B91 


.Bluebird 

Tours 


Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation In 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more Information 
please call 5684734 
E-mail: 

bluebird@go.com.jo 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 



5667171 EXT 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



Quality Serviced Suites 

* One ft Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily A 
Long Stay * Reasona&i* Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel,: 569-2672 - Fax: 5674551 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



T*0 ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT 223 

- OR 

5684311- 
£1699634 EXT. 42 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT 42 
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io Sports 


Argentine GP 

Coulthard snatches pole but 


Ferrari splits McLarens 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
Scotland's David Coulthard 
snatched his first pole posi- 
tion for three years when he 
put his McLaren Mercedes 
in top spot during 
Saturday's qualifying for 
the Argentina Grand Prix. 

Coulthard clocked Imin 
25.852 round the slippery, 
bumpy 2.646 mile circuit. ’ 
But instead of his team- 
mate Mika Hakkinen, who 
has won the opening two 
races of the season, l inin g 
up beside him on the front 
row, he will make the dash 
to the first bend with the 
Ferrari of Michael 
Schumacher. 

The double world champi- 
on, revelling in the tricky 
conditions. clocked 

1:26.251. 

Hakkinen could only 
manage third fastest, just 
ahead of the other Ferrari of 
Eddie Irvine. 

“It’s a great feeling to be 
back on pole. It almost feels 
like a race victory rather 
than just having the right to 
start a few metres ahead," 
beamed Coulthard. 

“It’s whar I wanted 
because it’s frustrating com- 
ing second all the time, but 
now I need to end the week- 
end with a victory. 

“I thought the competition 
would be closer here, but at 
least we have still got a 
small advantage. I knew 
Michael’s early time would 
be hard to beat but I just 
kept plugging away and 
managed to do so. 

“But this is only half of it. 
What I need now is to 
ensure that I come out of the 
first corner in front because 


Carlsen 
cruises to 
1 st title 
victory 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Kenneth Carisen became the 
first Dane to win a singles title 
in ATP-Tour history with a 
crushing 6-2 6-0 victory over 
Byron Black in the final of the 
5340.00(1 Hong Kong Open 
here Sunday. 

Carlsen. who had been beat- 
en in three previous singles 
finals during a six -year profes- 
sional career, made it fourth 
time lucky with a command- 
ing performance against his 
Zimbabwean opponent 

The eighfe-seeded left-han- 
der made light of a lengthy 
rain delay to sweep aside 
World No. 81 Black, who was 
regarded as the favourite prior 
to the final at Hong Kong's 
Victoria Park. “It’s unbeliev- 
able," said a delighted Carlsen 
after clinching victory. 

“I have been waiting to win 
a tide for many years. I'm 
glad I have eventually done 
ii—I had unbelievable rhythm 
today." he added. 

Carlsen said he had tried to 
stay focused during a four- 
hour break caused by steady; 
rain between the first and sec- 
ond games of the first seL “I 
read a book for a while and 
just tried to relax, get some 
sleep and stay focused. It 
worked well." he said. 

Carisen, who is ranked 
world number 76, said he 
hoped the win would mark an 
upturn in his fortunes. Tve 
started this year very well. I’ve 
had a couple of quarter-finals 
and now this win...hopefuIly I 
can keep it going,” the 24- 
vear-old added. 



Scot ttisb Formula One driver from the McLaren team, David Coulthard, leads Prost 
tear n’s Olivier P ants and Ferrari team’s Michael Schumacher (hack), during a warm- 
up i run a few hours before race time on the Oscar Galvez track April 12. Coulthard 
ear ned the pole position to start the Argentine Grand Prix. (Reuters photo) 
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1 1 should be able to con- 
the race.” 

was a stunning perfor- 
nce from the two Ferrari 


dir vers who had been totally 
out :classed by the all con- 
qu- s ring McLarens in 
Ai istralia and Brazil. 

1 3 ut running with wider 
G oodyear tyres on the front. 
Sc ;humacher and Irvine 
st towed that the expected 
n inaway seasoia predicted 
fc >r the McLarens was far 
ft jom a certainty. 

Schumacher said after- 
w /ards that he was delighted 
t( j have split the McLaren ’s 
a s he predicted he could. 

“The miracle has hap- 
F ened.” said Schumacher, 
r eferring to Hakkinen’s 


claim that his and 
Coulthard’s rivals would 
need divine intervention to 
catch them. 

“Before the weekend I 
didn't think it would be pos- 
sible to get pole, but during 
qualifying you start to think 
about it. ft would have been 
good, but it shows we are 
getting closer" 

Defending champion 
Jacques Villeneuve had to 
settle for the fourth row. But 
his Williams teammate 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen. 
who has consistently out- 
raced him this season, was 
sixth fastest and will line-up 
aside Ralf Schumacher in 
the Jordan. 

A disappointed Damon 


Hill in the second Jordan 
was ninth fastest. It was a 
bitter blow for the former 
champion who was fifth 
fastest in the morning's 
unofficial practice session. 

Coulthard's pole spot will 
give his World 
Championship hopes a mas- 
sive boost. Coulthard has 
insisted all weekend that he 
could claim pole and duly 
delivered on his third run. 
displacing Schumacher with 
nearly 0.4sec to spare. 

The 27-vear-old Scot must 
now turn the advantage into 
a race victory, which would 
put him in a stronger posi- 
tion before the Grand Prix 
circus heads for Europe 
later this month. 


Tojp seeds Davenport and 
Coetzer crash out 


AMELIA ISLAND, Florida (AFP) — Fourth 
seed Mary Pierce of France advanced to her 
third straight Ameli a Island final here Saturday, 
upsetting top-seeded American Lindsay 
Davenport 4-6, 6-3,. 6-3. Pierce, who avenged a 
loss to Davenport in last year’s final, will be 
appearing in her second WTA Tour final of the 
year Sunday when she faces sixth seed and 
1995 champion Conchita Martinez of Spain, 
who dumped second seed Amanda Coetzer of 
South Africa 64, 6-0. 

The sixth-ranked Pierce, 23. captured the 
Open Gaz de France in Paris in February and 
was a quarter-fin aii st at the Australian Open. 

Pierce, who had not beaten Davenport since 


1993. broke Davenport in the fifth game but 
dropped her own serve in the next with a dou- 
ble fault. 

Pierce won the next three games, a double 
fault from Davenport giving her the only match 
point she needed. 

Martinez, who will turn 26 Thursday, 
advanced to her second final of the season, 
having lost to world No. 1 Martina Hingis in 
the Australian Open final her first Grand *5 lam 
appearance since she won Wimbledon in 1994. 

Coetzer. who won her first title of the year at 
Hilton Head. South Carolina on Sunday, lost 
for only die sixth time in 22 matches this sea- 
son. 


Lens 
reach 
French 
Cup final 


LENS (AFP) — Lens 
reached the final of the 
French Cup here on 
Saturday with a 2-0 victory 
over Lyon thanks to goals 
from Stephane Ziani. 

Lens’s passionate fens 
chanted their delight at 
reaching the final where 
they will play either Paris 
Saint Germain or 
Gu in gamp who meet 
Sunday evening. 

Lens should have gone 
ahead when Frederic Dehu 
hit a ferocious shot just 
skimming past the goal of 
Gregory Couper midway 
through the first half. 

But Czech Vla dimi r 
Smicer made amends in fee 
24th minute to feed Ziani 
and the former Bordeaux 
midfielder made no mis- 
take. At the be ginnin g of 
the second half. Lyon 
began to take the initiative. 

Christophe Delmotte's 
header from a Christophe 
Cocard cross just went over 
fee bar of Guillaume 
Warmuz and Lyon must 
have rued feat missed 
chance. 

In fee closing minutes 
Lens regained fee upper 
hand. A Tony Vairelles cen- 
tre found Smicer whose 
header hit fee crossbar. 

Then Cameroon's Marc- 
Vivien Foe missed an 
empty goal on fee rebound 
and set up Vairelles who 
this time just failed to get 
the ball on target. 

The pressure paid off in 
fee last minute when a 
move involving Mickael 
Debeve and Vairelles got 
the Lyon defence on the 
back foot and Ziani easily 
hit home fee second. 
However Lens coach 
Daniel Leclercq, eager to 
follow in Auxerre’s foot- 
steps of two seasons ago by 
winning fee league and 
Cup double, said: “The 
Cup is now history. 

We are already thinking 
of Friday’s match in fee 
league against Cannes. It’s 
just as important as a final 
of the French Cup.” Lyon 
president Jean-Michel 
Aulas hoped Paris Saint 
Germain would win the 
other semi-final meaning 
both finalists would be 
already qualified for 
Europe, leaving a further 
LfEFA Cup place for his 
sixth-placed side. “It will 
make things easier for us if 
Paris win.” Aulas said. 
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Trapattoni resigns as BayeMticlose in on KTautem 


BONN (.AFP) — Bayern 
Munich crushed 1860 
Munich 3-1 in a one-sided 
derby Saturday anil afterward 
lost their trainer Giovanni 
Trapattoni who -confirmed 
speculation that lie would 
stand down at fee end of fee 
season because of personal 
reasons. 

Trapattoni rrunie the 
announcement at the post 
match press confertjnce. first 
giving his analysis of fee 
game in broken German and 
then calling on an interpreter 
so feat he could gp/e the rea- 
sons for his departure in more 
precise Italian. 

“I think the clu.b mainly 
needs another trainer who 
speaks fee languages well.” 
Trapattoni explained. 

Trapattoni emphasi sed that 
he had been looked a fter well 
by Bayern but could not face 
another year in a .place he 
could not converse vv ife peo- 
ple properly and whit: h he did 
not call home. 

The final decision came 
during a long ch£tt wife 
Bayern’s managemen t Friday 


afternoon. Manager Uli 
Hoeness blamed the media in 
pan for Trapattoni's standing 
down, accsuing them of mak- 
ing him look foolish because 
of his bad German. 

The highlight was a press 
conference last month when 
the normally controlled 
Italian coach lost his temper 
at a press conference, verbally 
pasting several players for 
their tad form in hardly com- 
prehensible German. 

It shook the club into line 
but also made him fee laugh- 
ing stock of the nation wife 
talk show hosts, comedians 
and even football commenta- 
tors poking fun at his school- 
boy language skills. 

"Especially in that leg- 
endary interview he noticed 
bow difficult it was for him to 
get across certain emotions." 
Hoeness said. 

"The way everyone latched 
on to that it hurt him to the 
point where he probably said, 
okay that's enough.” 
Trapattoni’s replacement is 
already waiting in the wings. 
ex-Borussia Dortmund coach 


Ottmar Hitzfeld. 

Bayern are now just one 
point behind leaders 
Kaiserslautern, who have a 
game in hand, and gathering 
speed ai precisely fee right 
time. 

Bayer Leverkusen buried 
feeir last hope of starting in 
the Champions League next 
season by losing 1-0 in 
Wolfsburg, their first defear in 
22 Bundesliga matches. 
Sumgait came from behind 
against Sc ha Ike and pulled off 
a miraculous 34 victory 
through a 9 1 st minute goal by 
captain Frank Veriaat. 

"That was a tough march 
for our nerves." Stuttgart 
defender Thomas Berthold 
laughed Within 10 minutes 
Stuttgart were 2-0 down after 
Marc Wilmots and Michael 
Goose os struck but Jonathon 
Akpoborie and Gerhard 
Poschner balanced out the 
scoreline by halftime. 

Marco Van Hoogdalem 
pounced just after fee break 
for Scbaike’s third goal but 
Akpoborie equalised in the 
69th. Stunzan sot their win- 


ner in injury time when 
Schalke keeper Jens 
Lehmann failed to jump at fee 
ball on a comer kick, allowing 
the ball to fall perfectly at 
Verbal's feet. 

“Stutrgart had six shots on 
goal today and used four of 
them. We had 10 or 12 and 
used three. That was fee main 
difference today.” disgusted 
Schalke coach Huub Stevens 
summed up. 

The loss drops his side to 
fifth, level with Stuttgart on 
45 points in their head to head 
race for fee final UEFA Cup 
place. A goal by Rolf Guie- 
Mien from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo gave 
Karlsruhe a valuable 0-1 vic- 
tory’ in Cologne. 

They exchanged 15th place 
wife 1 S60 Munich because of 
it. Hamburg can make plans 
for another season in 
Germany’s first division after 
beating Arminia Bielefeld 2- 
0. And Werder Bremen were 
too good for Hertha Berlin, 
winning 0-2. 



\fclnr\ 


Jordan Times, Monday, April 13,1998 



Ronaldo brings Inter glory 


MILAN (AFP) — Ronaldo all 
but repaid his $30 million 
transfer fee on Saturday, when 
he earned Inter Milan a crucial 
2-1. win over AS Roma feat 
kept fee heat on Serie A lead- 
ers Juventus. 

Juvencus stay a point clear at 
the top after an easy 2-0 victo- 
ry over lowly Piacenza, while 
an era of Italian football came 
to an end when Diego 
Maradona's old club Napoli 
were relegated. Juventus had 
to wait for the 53rd minute to 
break fee deadlock in Turin. 

Alessandro Del Piero curled 
over a comer and French mid- 
fielder Zidane Zidane trapped 
fee bail before smacking it into 
fee roof of fee net 

Del Piero, currently linked 
wife a move to the English 
Premiership, followed up wife 
a fine solo goal, his 20th of fee 
season. 

Juventus coach Marcello 
Lippi dismissed his side’s 
early difficulty, saying: “When 
is it ever easy in fee Serie A? 
The thing to do in games tike 
this is to keep calm and put the 
ball forward when you get fee 
chance.” 

As for inter, he said: “I did- 
n't expect either good news or 
bad news from the Olympic 
stadium. All I wanted was for 
Juventus to win." Ronaldo, 
who was booked for a foul at 
the end of the first half, was 
once again Inter Milan’s hero. 

The 21 -year-old beat fee off- 
side trap in fee 50th minute 
wife a chip from Frenchman 
Benoit Cauet and rounded 
goalkeeper Michael Konsel 
before slotting fee ball into an 
empty net. 

Fellow Brazilian Cafii equal- 
ized for Roma soon after- 
wards. but Ronaldo struck 
again in the 75th minute, col- 
lecting a ball from Argentina’s 
Javier Zanetti and again com- 
ing face to face with Konsel. 
This time, the Austrian keep- 
er managed to block but he 
failed to hold the ball and 
Ronaldo once again knocked it 
into an empty net: his 21st 


league goal of the season also 
making him fee Serie A’s joint 
top. -scorer- Inter., coach Gigi. 
Simoni said: “Weplayed well 
and we. were made to' suffer 
against a top quality side. But 
we managed to pby our game 
and in the second half we got 
fee space we needed and 
scored the two goals. “We 
fought from die very start to 
the very end and it’s an impor- 
tant win.” 

As for the title race, he 
added: “It’s fine by me if peo- 
ple think that Juventus are 
favourites, but we’re only a 
point behind and we’ve got a 
game against them coming 
up." Lazio bounced back from 
their 1-0 defeats to Juventus 
and AC Milan last week to 
lead Brescia 1-0 before having 
to settle for a 1-1 draw which 
gives them little hope of fee 
Champions League next sea- 
son. 

Roberto Rambaudi snapped 
up a rebound in the 10th 
minute after the Brescia goal- 
keeper failed to hold a volley 
from Pierluigi Casiraghi. 
Skipper Diego Fuser then had 
a goal ruled offside shortly 
afterwards, but his side missed 
a siring of glaring opportuni- 
ties before being rocked by 
Aimo Diana’s 70th minute 
equalizer. 

Lazio coach Sven Goran 
Eriksson said: “We could have 
won it 3-0 or 4-0. but if you 
don’t take your chances, 
towards fee end you inevitably 
get tired. “It’s a shame. 
Looking at the results of the 
other games, it’s going to be 
hard now to finish first or even 
second. Let’s just hope things 
take a tom for the better." 

Parma meanwhile clocked 
up a 3-1 victory over Napoli as 
fee southern club said ‘Xiao" 
to the Italian top-flight. 
Napoli’s last mathematical 
chances of avoiding the drop 
evaporated in fee second 
minute when Argentina’s 
Heman Crespo opened the 
scoring, guiding home the 
rebound when Enrico Chiesa 
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The Liberian nodded home 
skipper Paolo Maldini’s cross 
in the 10th minute, jumped 
acrobatically to fire home (he 
second and sent a searing low 
drive through a crowded area 
to bring up his third. 

Vicenza, who face Chelsea 
at Stamford Bridge in the 
European Cup Winners Cup 
on Thursday night, limb ered 
up by drawing 1-1 away to 
Fiorentina. Vicenza's 

Uruguayan midfielder 

Gustavo Mendez scored in tbe 
life minute, but Brazilian- 
tumed-Belgian Luis Oliveira 
headed in a 33tii minute 
equaliser from point-blank 
range. 

Oliveira earned his side a 
penalty within two minutes of 
the re-start but promptly 
missed his spot-kick. Ronaldo, 
Bierhoff and Crespo weren’t 
the only strikers to score a 
brace on Saturday — ' 
Vincenzo Montelia brought 
his tally to 18 this season with 
two in Sampdoria’s 3-0 victo- 
ry over Empoii. Elsewhere, 
relegation stragglers Lecce 
drew 1-1 with Bologna. 
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Brazilian Roma player Paulo Sergio (L) is upside down as be kicks the ball while 
Argentine Internazionale Milan’s player Xavier Zanetti looks on during tbeir Italian 
Serie A soccer match in Rome. Inter Milan won the match 2-1 (Reuters pboto) 
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hit the post- 

Claudio Bellucri equalised 
.midway . through the sdeonti 
half for - Napoli -but 1 Luigi 
: Apolloni «made.it2-it witfi.a'fer 
post header and Crespo later 
tapped his second of the day 
into an empty net. 

Napoli, who won two league 
titles, the Italian Cup and the 
UEFA Cup with Maradona 
between 1987-90, had been in 
fee Serie A since 1965. 
German ace Oliver Bierhoff 
scored two second-half goals 
for Udinese to earn them a 2-0 
win over Bari and make him 
fee joint top scorer with 
Ronaldo. 

George Weah, who headed 
AC Milan's 90th minute 
Italian Cup final winner 
against Lazio on Wednesday 
night, was the matchwinner 
again on Saturday with a hat- 
trick in a 3-0 victory over 
Atalanta. 
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STARING APRIL 6TH 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Siarring Hisham Yanes, Amal 
Dabbas. Rania Kurdi and the group 
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For reservations call: 4640155. 4625)55 
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Sports 


Bitter 
sweet 
yictory 
for sorry 
Rafter 




■ min- 


glor 


| CHENNAI, India (AFP) 
1 — Patrick Rafter over- 
came defending cham- 
pion Mikael Till strom 
of Sweden 6-3, 6-4 to 
claim the third title of 
his career at the 
Chennai Open here on 
Sunday. 

The victory earned the 
top seed $58,000 while 
fifth seeded Till strom 
earned $34,000. 

Despite his victory, 
Rafter admitted that the 
timing of his success 
had left a sour taste, 
coming as it did so soon 
after he withdrew from 
Australia’s Davis Cup 
tie with the after-effects 
of a virus the previous 
week. 

“I feel like it’s an 
insult in a way, that I 
won a tournament but I 
couldn't play Davis 
Cup,” he said. “I feel 
like I let the country 
down. It looks like I 
hadn’t tried for Davis 
Cup and didn’t want to 
play so I could save 
myself to come to 

" — . Chennai and win. 

he kivks iht haUt Unfortunately I have 
‘in durina iheir It that feeling and that’s 
-I phnroi n ot the- way it was. It 

takes a little bit off the 

frlnw win ’ actually.” 

A UlUr Rafter began well and 
” 1 swept the first eight 

points, but* Tillstrom 
. ... quickly responded and 
levelled, at ,2-2. But a 
- tong forehand allowed ’. 

:• ' 2 .; the^Aiistralian to- .take a 

4-2 lead, and Tillstrom 

■: *-•: failed to take advantage 

- - : _ of two break points in 

_ .. ’ ■ the next game. 

‘ Tillstrom looked the 
more skilful player for 
” - - i ; :j much of the second set, 

— ... " : r 3r showing more variety in 
his game than Rafter 
''"'f with his lobs, passes 

' f down the line and a few 

; *" winning sendee returns. 

. ;iV : That allowed him to 

: build a 4-1 lead, but 

- ■ : problems with his serve 

. _ - and inconsistency in the ( 

*“• rallies allowed Rafter to 

• recover to 4-4. A netted j 

backhand volley then | 
gave Rafter a break for 

. . & 5-4 and be served out 
for his first title since 

■ winning the U.S. Open 

. in September. 

- “I served pretty well I 
thought. I served the big 
points well, the break 

-• " points, and made some 

g°°d half- volleys” said 
- - Rafter. “All week, when 

the pressure was on I 
l\ responded welL When I 
2" came here I didn’t know 

• 'V; how I was going to feel. 

■ . ^ . i‘ I could have been out in 

' - - ' V-.’ ' the first round.” 

TiUstrom, who has 
j. reached only two finals 
’I- in his career, both in 

■ - Chennai, admitted that 
. 5 his serve had been the 

. ' T'jy - weak link in his game. 

' He struck six double- 
*" Vr^ faults and struggled to 
v put his first serve into 
: play. 

^ '{y had some chances ■ 
"'...p : * n first set but he 

• % came up with some 

great volleys," said 
Tillstrom, "and in the 
&r' cs£: '_. second set, at 4-1 I 
-t I-, . thought he looked a lit- 

tie bit tired and I got 
’ ' tight thinking I could 

i ^ wb ^ set * 

• t *^ le key thing was I 

rL , .. didn’t serve very well. I 

... ' w as never really confi- 

„ji* : deni with my serve, and 
. . ' my passing shots were a 

little bit out. All week 
_ *' they had been going in.” 
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1st Division Basketball Championship 

Ahli give Jazireh a hard time 
before losing first playoff match 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Although they 
won their match with a 15- 
point difference, A1 Jazireh 
were unimpressive despite 
keeping their lead atop the 
First Division Basketball 
Championship standings as 
the playoffs kicked off 
Sunday evening. 

Titleholders A1 Jazireh 
beat A1 Ahli 78-63 In the 
first match of the playoffs in 
which they will also face Al 
Orthodox! in the two-round 
event concluding May 1. 

Al Ahli held on to a 32-32 
tie in the first half but later 
faltered as their opponents 
managed to seal the match 
with a precious win. 


;v Jazireh 1- ■■ 


With Al Ahli now out of 
contention, Al Jazireh need- 
ed to win the match to stay 
in contention for the title. 

Al Jazireh now need to 
beat Al Orthodoxi in the 
coining two rounds to keep 
their title. 

Al Jazireh had beat Al 
Orthodoxi 92-84 and Al 
Ahli 75-69 in the first round 
which they ended with an 
unbeaten streak. However, 
they could only manage a 
dismal 57-53 win over AJ 
Ahli and lost their only 
match to Al Orthodoxi 73- 
69 in the second round. 

Last season’s runners up 
Al Ahli are suffering the ill- 
effects of inadequate pre- 
season training which led to 
an inconsistent form. Thev 
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Rampant Arsenal close in on United 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal 
woe installed as the new 
favourites to win the English 
Premiership title after crush- 
ing Newcastle 3-1 and move 
within four points of leaders 
and reigning champions 
Manchester United on 
Saturday. 

The Gunners, bidding for 
their fast league tide since 
1991, swept aside Kenny 
Dalglish’s relegation-haunted 
outfit despite the absence of 
star players. Dennis 
Bergkamp. Ian Wright, 
Martin Keown and Lee 
Dixon. 

Arsene Wenger's side have 
three games to 1 hand "over 
United, which would give 
them 'a' five point lead 'at die 
top if converted into victories, 
going into the final four 
matches of die campaign. 

Bookmakers Ladbrokes 
quote die Double-chasing 
Gunners as 8-11 favourites 
with United at evens and 
Liverpool at 100-1. 

With his team not produc- 
ing the results on the pitch. 
United manager Alex 
Ferguson has started to play 
mind-games with Arsenal in a 
bid to upset tbeir relentless 
march towards to die top. 

After die setback of 
United’s 1-1 home draw with 
Liverpool on Friday, 
Ferguson provocatively sug- 
gested thiu. Arsenal could 
only throw the title away — 
even though the London club 
were then seven points adrift 
of United. 

But Arsenal have been 
unfazed by Ferguson’s psy- 
chological warfare and 
underlined their confidence 
with a handsome win over 
Newcastle, French stars 
Nicolas AneUca (two) and 
Patrick Vieira grabbing the 
goals. 

Wenger refuses to rise to 
Ferguson's taunts, preferring 
to let his team do the tal kin g. 

‘Tranot concerned by what 
he (Ferguson) says, just about 
the next game,” said Wenger 
after Saturday’s game — a 
dress rehearsal for the FA 
Cup final. 

“All I want to do is think 
positively, and that’s how we 


have to think. At this stage in 
the season you cannot allow 
any negative thoughts. We 
just have to keep showing the 
spirit we did today.” 

But if Wenger is in relaxed 
mood, the same cannot be 
said his Newcastle counter- 
part Dalglish. The former 
Liverpool boss is not famous 
for his co-operation with the 
media and in his post-match 
conference on Saturday, he 
did little improve his reputa- 
tion, insulting one reporter by 
drawing attention to his 
waistline and giving off-hand 
responses to other legitimate 
questions. 

"Aisked wfty Newcastie'ivbhs’ 
losing so many games, he 
snapped tfack: "Because the 
other teams are scoring more 
goals.” 

Meanwhile, Barnsley halt- 
ed a three-game losing streak 
in the Premiership when they 
beat Sheffield Wednesday 2-1 
in a tense Yorkshire derby 
battle. 

And Barnsley manager 
Danny Wilson believes the 
pressure will now be on 
Newcastle when the two 
teams clash in a crunch rele- 
gation battle at St James’ Park 
on Monday. 

Defiant Tottenham boss 
Christian Gross insisted his 
team will still avoid relega- 
tion despite a 2-0 defeat at 
Chelsea which plunged them 
to within one point of the bot- 
tom three. 

Gross rejected suggestions 
that his team were less than 
committed to the cause and 
lucky not ro be out of the con- 
test well before Tore Andre 
Flo and Gianluca Vialli 
scored Chelsea’s goals in (he 
last 15 minutes. 

Gross said; "We are still 
strong enough and so am I for 
this relegation fight. Our des- 
tiny is still in our own hands.” 


A 2-0 home victory over in- 
form Leeds boosted 
Evenon’s hopes of survival as 
they moved above fellow fall- 
en giants Tottenham and 
Newcastle into sixth from 
bottom — three points clear 
of the drop zone. 

Everton manager Howard 
Kendall said: "We had some 
excellent performances out 
there, especially the players I 
have brought in from the First 
Division who were supposed 
to be bad buys." 

Bottom club Crystal Palace 
look destined for First 
Division football next season 
after they lost 3-0 against 
'Leicester at Selhurst Park — 
theirlOthdefearin 11 match-, 
es. 

On-loan striker Bob Taylor 
struck a 66th-minute winner 
as Bolton hit Blackburn’s 
UEFA Cup hopes and boost- 
ed their chances of staying in 
the Premiership for a second 
season with a 2-1 win. 

Wimbledon’s Carl Leabura 
capitalised on a dreadful 
blunder by Southampton 
keeper Paul Jones to lift the 
London club away from the 
drop zone in a 1-0 away win. 

Seventh-placed West Ham 
fought out a ten-men battle in 
the clash for a UEFA Cup 
place against Deity, who are 
one place below the 
Londoners, but a bad-tem- 
pered match ended 0-0. 

The Hammers had John 
Hanson sent off for serious 
foul play in the 33rd minute 
but Derby's Stefano Eranio 
was quick to follow him four 
minutes later when he was 
dismissed for violent conducr 
after a tussle with David 
Unsworth. 

Aston Villa’s Dwight Yorke 
netted his 12th and 13th goals 
of the season in in 2-1 win 
over Midlands and mid-table 
rivals Coventry. 


/ FURNISHED FLOOR IN UMM UTHEINA \ 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor. Super deluxe. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
salons, garden, garage. 

For more Information please call, 

Al Salem Real Estate Office. 


Tel. 5533577 
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Bulls win; Wolves upset Jazz 


Started training late as they 
were busier tackling techni- 
cal obstacles like recruiting 
a coach and luring back vet' 
erans to the lineup. 

AJ Orthodoxi finished 
third last year but have 
demonstrated ihat they were 
in better shape to resume 
their dominance of the 
game. 

AJ Jazireh ended a 30- 
year domination among the 
two rivals last season. Prior 
to that Al Orthodoxi had an 
undisputed reign from 
1 976- 1 9S9, but Al Ahli won 
the title in 1990, 1992. 1993 
and 1994 aided by the sign- 
ing of Naser Busiinaq. 

AJ Orthodoxi came back 
to win in 1991, 1995 and 
1996. 


CHICAGO tAP) — The 
Chicago Bulls clinched the 
best record in the East with 
their 60th victory, beating 
the Orlando Magic 87-78 
Saturday night behind 37 
points — and a left-handed 
airball from the free-throw 
line — from Michael 
Jordan. 

The two-time defending 
champions (60- IS) have 
earned homecoun advan- 
tage at least through the first 
three rounds of the playoffs. 
The Bulls are also one game 
ahead of Utah for the* best 
overall record after the Jazz 
were beaten at Minnesota 
on Saturday night. 

Jordan, who shot !5-of-25 
from the floor but only 4-of- 
10 from the Line, airballed a 
left-handed free throw with 
the Bulls ahead by 17 late in 
the third quarter. 

•' Vancouver Grizzlies 

105, Portland Trail 

Blazers 96 (Overtime): In 
Vancouver, British 

Columbia, Shareef Abdur- 
Rahim matched his season 
high with 31 points, includ- 
ing four in overtime, as 
Vancouver snapped a four- 
game losing streak. 

Vancouver’s Tony 

Massenburg, filling in for 
injured centre Bryant 
Reeves (bruised right knee), 
finished with a season-high 
22 points before he was 
ejected for picking up his 
second technical foul with 
2:59 left in overtime. 

Blue Edwards scored 27 
and shot 9-for-9 from the 
free throw line over the final 
17 minutes. Abdur-Rahim 
also set a franchise record 
for most field-goal attempts, 
finishing 15-for-30. 

Isaiah Rider scored 26 
while Rasheed Wallace fin- 
ished with 22 points and a 
career-high 16 rebounds as 
the Trail Blazers had a four- 
game road winning streak 
snapped. 

• Cleveland Cavaliers 

106, Philadelphia 76ers 
. 95: In Cleveland, Wesley 
• Person shot 7-for-IO from 
; 3-point range and scored 25 

points as Cleveland had its 
highest scoring half of the 
season — 70 points — to 
beat Philadelphia. 

The Cavaliers. who 
improved to 20-0 when 
scoring 100 or more points, 
came back from an early 
20-point deficit and moved 
within 2 1/2 games of 
Atlanta for the fifth seed in 
the Eastern Conference 
playoffs. 

Person scored 17 points in 
the second half as Cleveland 
overcame a 51-36 halftime 
deficit. Three rookies were 
instrumental in Cleveland's 
comeback. Brevin Knight 
had 20 points and 14 assists, 
Derek Anderson scored 20 
points and Zydrunas 
llgauskas had 1 6 points and 
15 rebounds. 

Philadelphia's Allen 
Iverson scored 32 points 
before fouling out with 57 
seconds left. 

• Minnesota 
Timberwolves 110, Utah 
Jazz 103: In Minneapolis, 
the Timberwolves guaran- 
teed the first winning season 
in franchise history and 
dealt the Jazz a blow in their 




1. 



Chicago Bulls' guard Michael Jordan (L) moves around Orlando Magic guard Mark 
Price <R) on his way to the basket during the first half of the NBA game in Chicago 
(Reuters photo) 


hopes to win homecourt 
advantage throughout the 
playoffs... 

Stephon Marbury had 30 
points and 10 assists and 
Kevin Garnett had 22 points 
for the Wolves, who handed 
Utah just its third loss in 25 
games. 

Karl Malone had 37 
points and 12 rebounds for 
Utah in his return from a 
one-game suspension. 

The defeat cut Utah's lead 
over idle Seattle to one 
game in the race for the best 
record in the Western 
Conference. 

Minnesota (42-36) tied a 
season high with 1 1 3- 
pointers on 15 attempts to 
extend its franchise-best 
victory total. The Wolves 
were 40-42 last year, their 
best showing until this sea- 
son. 

• Dallas Mavericks 99, 
Denver Nuggets 81: In 
Dallas. Shawn Bradley had 
IS points. 14 rebounds and 
four blocks as Dallas ended 
a five-game losing streak. 

Dallas won three of the 
four games with Denver this 
season. giving the 
Mavericks only their second 
season series victory of 
1997-98. Dallas completed 
a 4-0 sweep of the 
Vancouver Grizzlies earlier 


this season. 

Erick Strickland added 16 
Iwrat^arwljM.ichael Finley 
had 15 to help the 
Mavericks to their 20th vic- 
tory of the season. 

• Nets 124, Bucks 117: In 
Milwaukee, Sam Cassell 
had 29 points and 13 assists 
and Kerry Kittles added 25 
points as New Jersey won 
its fourth straight. 

Keith Van Horn added 20 
points as the Nets moved 
within a haif-garae of the 
idle New York Knicks for 
the seventh spot in the 
Eastern Conference playoff 
race. 

Cassell, coming off games 
of 29, 35 and 30 points, has 


led New Jersey in scoring 
throughout its winning 
streak. The Nets epenedLa. 
three-game lead over 
Orlando,, which lost, at 
Chicago on Saturday night. 

• Lakers 96, Warriors 
84: In Oakland, California, 
Shaquille O’Neal had 35 
points and 15 rebounds and 
Los Angeles held off a sec- 
ond-half charge by Golden 
State. 

The Lakers (57-21) 
moved one game behind 
Seattle (58-20) and two 
behind Uiah (59-19) in the 
race for the Western 
Conference’s top playoff 
seed. 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - As Sooth, vulnerable, yoa 
hold: 


WBST 

1+ Paw it? 

lNT Paw ? 

What do you bid non? 

q, 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you 'bold: 

9 KQ 74 OAJ 1093 *AK 


tedding baB 
SOUTH WES 1 
10 


NOBXH BAST 
TO P»* 


Whet do yiW. bid now? 

< 3,3 - Both vulnerable, a* South 

ytni bold: 

4 Void 7AQ933 0032 4AKQ81 


The triddiric has prow* 
SOOTH WEST NO* 
lO Feaa ** 
8* 

What do you had now? 


NORTH HAST 
24 Yam 

34 Past 


Q. 4 - Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

*3 QKQS2 OA Q 107 4J904 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Pan 10 Paw 

X4 Paw T 

What do you hjd now? 

Q. S * Aa South, vulnerable, you 


aAJ 8 OE 743 OAJ 10 +QSg 

The bidding has proceeded 
NORTH EAST SOUTH VEST 
1C- DM ? 

What action do you take? 

Q. 6 - Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

45 CO 10 8 3 OAK JS +A1082 

The hiddina has proceeded: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
14 DM 30 49 

44 7 

What action do you take? 



JOB VACANCY 

The Embassy of Chile is looking for an employee for the 
following duties: I 

Driver and Waiter 
Please send: CV, recommendation letter to: 

Embassy of Chile or to 
Fax No.: 5924263, Tel.: 5923360 


MSaudi 

employ 


for its Office Furniture Division, 

, Candidates should be college graduates with sales experience 
preferably in the same field. They should be fluent in both 
English and Arabic. 

Packages offered are competitive and include a basic salary 
plus commission and other benefits, with good growth potential. 

; • > . ONLY THE BEST SHOULD APPLY 

If interested, kindly send your resume and a recent photo to: 



PEACE COR^ AiPRCAN \ 

ARABIC LANGUAGE 1 

COORDINATOR 7 

The U.S. Peace Corps in Jordan is seeking suitably qual- 
ified candidates for the long-term contractual position of 
Arabic Language Coordinator. 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

• Develops Arabic language learning materials 
and training courses for adult foreigners. 

• Assists in the recruitment of Jordanian Arabic- 
language teachers and supervises their teach- 
ing of language in a total immersion village 
based format and through periodic centre-based 
language training courses. 

• Provides lead in structuring, implementing and 
managing an intensive 12 week introductory 
Arabic language and cultural training program. 

• Creates and applies more advanced materials 
for supplementary independent language acqui- 
sition to cover a two year period. 

• Evaluates and assesses language learning 
progress and final proficiency level attained by 
learners: monitors and evaluates teaching profi- 
ciency demonstrated by language teachers. 

• Establishes and fosters ongoing contact with 
Jordan based language teaching institutions and 
develops a long-term language materials and 
teaching programme for Peace Corps 
Volunteers. 

Required: 

• Degree in language education and actual expe- 
rience or strong interest in curriculum develop- 
ment. 

• A minimum of three years of language teaching 
experience (any language) using communicative 
methods. 

• Total fluency in written and spoken Arabic and 
English. 

• Supervisory teaching experience preferred. 

• Willingness to work for extended periods outside 
Amman (e.g. Irbid, Karak). 

This is a mid-level technical staff position of a long-term 
contractual nature. 

Interested candidates should submit a curriculum vitae 
and cover letter no later than April 25, 1 996 to: 





TA IrnA 


12 News 


Peres says his cabinet never 
promised Syria a withdrawal 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — 
Former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
denied on Sunday Syrian 
claims that his government 
committed itself to return 
control of the Golan 
Heights to Damascus as part 
of a peace treaty. 

“Israel never gave a writ- 
ten commitment concerning 
a full withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights,” Mr. Peres 
said on Israel Radio in 
response to recent Syrian 
statements. 

Syrian Defence Minister 
M us tap ha Hass said over 
the weekend that U.S. 
President Bill Ginton had 
signed a document confirm- 
ing the Peres government’s 
willingness to withdraw 
from the Golan Heights in 
exchange for security guar- 
antees and a fuU peace. 

Mr. TIass said the docu- 
ment was in the possession 
of Syrian President Hafez 
Assad who would make it 
public in the future. 

But Mr. Peres said “I 
doubt very much if 
President Clinton would 
have put his name” to such 


a letter. 

“The Syrians are not 
being logical because if 
they claim we promised to 
withdraw from the Golan 
Heights in exchange for 
peace, why didn’t they say 
so at the time and why did 
they refuse such a deal,” he 
said. 

Negotiations between 
Syria and Peres’ govern- 
ment broke off in February 
1996 and have not been 
resumed by the right-wing 
coalition headed by Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Mr. Peres acknowledged 
that the policy of the Labour 
governments which negoti- 
ated with Syria from 1992 
to 1996 was to agree a pull- 
back from the Golan 
Heights according to the 
principle “the depth of the 
withdrawal will depend on 
the depth of peace” 
Damascus was willing to 
accept 

Israeli conditions for the 
pullback included a series 
of military steps by Syria 
designed to provide guaran- 
tees that the Golan Heights 


could not be used to launch 
surprise attacks on Israel. 

The Labour government 
also insisted Damascus 
agree to establish fiill diplo- 
matic and economic rela- 
tions with Israel, conditions 
Mr. Assad apparently was 
not willing to accept. 

Israel occupied the Golan 
Heights in 1967 and illegal- 
ly annexed the territory in 
1981. 

Syria has demanded that 
the negotiations be resumed 
with Israel on the basis of 
the Labour government’s 
agreement in principle to 
withdraw from the Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Netanyahu has reject- 
ed this formula but says his 
government is willing to 
discuss any scenario with 
the Syrians. 

The chief Israel negotiator 
during the 1996 talks, 
ftamar Rabinovich, said in 
an interview published 
Sunday that “the notion of a 
withdrawal from the Golan 
was raised but there was 
never any commitment on 
our part.” 


Northern Ireland accord boosts 
morale of Israeli peace camp 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
peace activists hailed Sunday 
the historic compromise 
agreement on Northern 
Ireland as an inspiration for 
efforts to save the belea- 
guered Middle East peace 
process. 

“The Northern Ireland 
agreement is great news for 
all those who fight for peace 
in the world and especially in 
the Middle East," said Hagit 
Yaari, spokeswoman for the 
leftist Peace Now move- 
ment. 

“We are especially happy 
that the British government 
has put an end to a situation 
of colonisation which has 
lasted for several centuries,” 
said Yaari, whose movement 
spearheads opposition to 
Jewish settlement of the 
occupied Palestinian territo- 
ries. 

Shlomo Ben Ami, a leader 
of the opposition Labour 
Party, also drew a parallel 
between the nationalist and 
religious struggle over 
British-niJed Northern Ire- 
land and the Israeli-Arab 
conflict 

‘The real lesson to be 
learned from this agreement 
is that no conflict is unre- 
solvable,” Mr. Ben Ami said. 

Yossi Sarid, leader of the 
leftist Meretz Party, stressed 
the strong mediation in the 
Northern Ireland negotia- 
tions of the United States, 
which is pressing the right- 
wing Israeli government for 
concessions in the dead- 
locked talks with the 
Palestinians. 


“This proves that the role 
of the United States in mak- 
ing peace is indispensable.” 
Mr. Sarid said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
been trying to fiend off any 
move by the United States to 
put public pressure on his 
government to break the 
deadlock in the peace talks, 
insisting that only the parties 
directly involved can take 
the necessary decisions. 

He echoed this in his brief 
reaction to the Belfast agree- 
ment. saying. “We welcome 
any deal to which all the par- 
ties agree.” 

Other right-wing • politi- 
cians were also prudent, 
emphasising the differences 
between the situation in 
Northern Ireland and that 
with the Palestinians. 

“Israel is not in the same 
situation as Britain, whose 
existence was never in dan- 
ger and who only had to deal 
with the Irish, while the 
Palestinians have the whole 
Arab World behind them.” 
said former Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

Mr. Shamir did however 
describe Friday’s accord 
between Irish nationalists 
and the Protestants who want 
Northern Ireland to remain 
under British rule as 
“encouraging” and noted that 
early Jewish resistance 
groups battling British rule 
over Palestine drew inspira- 
tion from the Irish cause. 

Mr. Shamir, one of the 
leaders of the underground 
Stem gang which carried out 


attacks on British forces 
before Israel’s creation in 
1948. used the nom de guerre 
Michael, after Irish 
Republican leader Michael 
Collins. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat for his part 
expressed hope that British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
who personally helped bro- 
ker the Belfast accord, could 
do the same for the Middle 
East when he visits the 
region later this month. 

“We have great hope he 
will equally succeed in 
establishing the peace with 
Israel,” he said. 

David Bar-nian. a 
spokesman for Mr. 
Netanyahu, said Mr. Blair's 
influence could be particu- 
larly useful in helping 
finalise agreements on open- 
ing a Palestinian airport and 
joint Israeli-Paiestinian 
industrial zone in the Gaza 
Strip — confidence building 
measures which have been 
stalled for months. 

“If he can contribute to the 
interim issues like the airport 
and the industrial pork it 
would be a very important 
step forward for the peace 
process," Mr. Bar-DJan told 
AFP. 

Israeli officials stressed 
however that the United 
States remains the central 
mediator in the Israeli- 
Paiestinian peace effort and 
that Europe's role should 
focus on helping implement 
specific economic and tech- 
nical agreements between 
the two sides. 


Syria is the key to any Lebanon 
deal — Israeli army chief 


AAISHA (AFP) — Israel's 
army chief. General 
Amnon Shah ok. declared 
Sunday that Israel could 
not safely withdraw from 
the buffer zone in south 
Lebanon without Syria’s 
approval. 

“The key is in Syria's 
hands, not in Lebanon." 
General Shahak told jour- 
nalists during a visit to 
Aaisha, a base of the 
Israeli-allied South 

Lebanon Army. 

“Someday neither Israel 
nor Syria will be in 
Lebanon, but that day is 
still far off” said General 
Shahak. 

The general’s statement 
contrasted with the latest 


offer from the Israeli gov- 
ernment to withdraw its 
troops from Lebanon — as 
called for under U.N. 
Security Council 

Resolution 425 — on con- 
dition Beirut guarantee the 
security of Israel’s northern 
border. 

The proposal dropped 
earlier Israeli conditions 
which linked a troop pull- 
out to peace agreements 
with both Lebanon and 
Syria and to a 5yrian with- 
drawal from Lebanon, 
where Damascus maintains 
some 30.000 troops. 

Lebanon and Syria reject- 
ed the Israeli offer, insist- 
ing that Resolution 425. 
adopted in 197S. requires 


an immediate and uncondi- 
tional Israeli withdrawal. 

Both governments insist 
the Lebanon crisis can only 
be resolved through a glob- 
al peace agreement which 
would also include Israel 
returning the Golan 
Heights to Syria, a condi- 
tion rejected by the current 
Israeli government. 

Israel asserts that Syria 
promotes guerrilla attacks 
on Israel's buffer zone in 
south Lebanon and on 
northern Israel to pressure 
the Jewish state to return 
the Golan Heights. 

Israel occupied the strate- 
gic plateau in 1967 and ille- 
gally annexed it in 1981. 


Richardson invites Bahraini emir to visit U.S. 


MANAMA (AFP) — U.S. 
Ambassador to the United 
Nations Bill Richardson 
met the emir of Bahrain, 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman A1 
Khalifa Sunday and gave 
him an invitation to visit the 
United States, the GNA 
news agency reported. 

Mr. Richardson, here for 
two days before starting an 
Asian tour, held talks with 
the emir and Bahraini Prime 


Minister Sheikh Khalifa 
Bin Salman A1 Khalifa on 
the regional situation, par- 
ticularly the February 
accord between Iraq and the 
United Nations on weapons 
inspections, GNA said. 

The invitation from U.S. 
President Bill Clinton invit- 
ed the emir to visit in June, 
it said. 

The United States deploys 
a large military force in 


Bahrain as part of a massive 
build-up in the Gulf since 
November when the Iraq 
weapons crisis first erupted. 

Mr. Richardson is due to 
visit Bangladesh. India. 
Pakistan. Afghanistan. Sri 
Lanka and Thailand during 
his 1 0-day Asian tour large- 
ly aimed at laying the 
groundwork for a visit by 
Mr. Clinton in the autumn. 
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OFFERING PRAISE FROM AMONG THE RUINS: A choral of Jordanian girls perform during an early morning 
Easter Sunday service, among the ruins of the andent Roman city of Jerash. Jordan officially celebrates Easter in 
accordance with the Orthodox calendar starting next week (AFP photo) 


Sinn Fein leadership to take ‘positive’ 
line on peace agreement at rallies 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Leaders 
of the IRA’s political wing. 
Sinn Fein, will sound out 
grass roots members over 
the new peace deal during 
commemorations here 
Sunday of the 1916 Easter 
Rising, the party’s Irish MP 
Caoimhghin O’Caolain said. 

The biggest test for the 
leadership's peace strategy 
comes next Saturday when 
the two-day Aid Fheis — 
Sinn Fein annual conference 
— begins in Dublin. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams must convince his 
supporters to approve the 
peace settlement signed on 
Friday in Belfast. 

“We have always adopted 
a positive approach to the 
peace process." Mr. 
O’Caolain said. ’ 

“Our peace strategy is 
firmly rooted as part of our 
party’s approach to its over- 
all responsibilities and to 
moving the situation forward 
to our core objectives.” he 
said. 


The 30-strong party execu- 
tive will be meeting this 
week ahead of the confer- 
ence to go over Friday's 
agreement. 

“Unquestionably the busi- 
ness of the last week will be 
top of the agenda," Mr. 
O'Caolain said. 

“Since last Friday, republi- 
cans have been in constant 
contact and that will contin- 
ue on an ongoing basis either 
in a casual or more organised 
way. People are obviously 
paying great attention to the 
detail of what is there." The 
view of ERA prisoners in 
jails in Northern Ireland. 
Britain and the Irish 
Republic will also be sought 
prior to Saturday's confer- 
ence. 

On Sunday morning, Sinn 
Fein chief negotiator Martin 
McGuinness urged his parry 
to give the settlement plan a 
fair hearing. 

“It is not a straightforward 
black and white situation at 
this stage. I think people are 


in the process of making up 
their min ds," Mr. 
McGuinness told GMTV. 

“I think they have looked 
at the document and they 
have seen areas which will 
be of concern to them and 
they have seen also areas 
which they believe hold out 
great potential. 

T think what we have to 
do is come to all of this in a 
balanced way.” 

Gerry A dams was to 
address a 1916 commemora- 
tive gathering in 
Carrickmore. County 
Tyrone, while other rallies 
were being addressed by Mr. 
O'Caolain in Dublin. Me. 
McGuinness in Derry and 
Martin Ferris in Belfast 
Easter is one of the most 
important dates "in the 
Republican calendar. 

Commemorations for 
those who died in the 1916 
rising against the British 
colonial administration are 
held all over the country and 
major policy statements are 


made to the rallies. 

Meanwhile, an editorial in 
the Irish Sunday Business 
Post said the Northern 
Ireland peace deal was an 
“enormous disappointment” 
and likely to ensure partition 
of the island for many years 
to come. 

The strongly critical edito- . 
rial which contrasted 
sharply with the positive 
tone of other Irish newspa- 
pers. said the settlement 
would oblige the vast major- 
ity of Republicans to “accept 
the legitimacy of the six 
county statelet," of Northern 
Ireland. 

It was particularly critical 
of the proposal to amend the 
1937 Irish constitution and 
drop the republic's territorial 
claim to the North. 

“We will* become the 
laughing stock of Europe: 
The first country ever to vote 
part of its national territory 
out of existence and the first 
country unable to define its 
national territory,” it said 


Iran begins 

nine-day 

naval 

manoeuvres 
in Gulf 


Egypt gives Turkish captain, 
shipowner 15 years jail for piracy 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
navy launched manoeuvres 
in the Gulf and Sea of Oman 
on Sunday, a senior navy 
commander told the official 
IRNA news agency. 

The manoeuvres, baptised 
“Enehad” (Unity i. were 
designed to "increase die 
combat readiness of the naval 
forces in safeguarding the 
country's sea borders and 
testing military equipment" 
said Rear Admiral 
Habibollah Sayyari. 

Adm. Sayyari said three 
Russian-built submarines — 
the Tareq. Nouh and Younes 
— were taking part in the 
nine-day manoeuvres along 
with two destroyers — the 
Sabalan and the Aiboiz — 
and two light vessels — the 
Lavan and the Hengam. 

Other warships are also 
taking part along with heli- 
copters. reconnaissance air- 
craft and three F-4 jet fight- 
ers. he said 

Operations include refu- 
elling at sea at night, control- 
ling and guiding flight units, 
defending against enemy air 
attacks and electronic war- 
fare. he told IRNA. 

Iran's navy commander. 
Vice Admiral Abbas Mohtaj, 
said Saturday that the exer- 
cises would involve 15.000 
men. 

Iran took delivery of its 
third submarine from Russia 
in February 1997, and insists 
that the tines do not consti- 
tute a threat to regional secu- 
rity. . 

Western military experts 
believe the Kilo-class sub- 
marines give Iran the ability 
to mine navigation routes and 
torpedo vessels in a region 
that handles around one-fifth 
of the world’s oil supplies. 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
owner of a Turkish cargo 
vessel and its captain were 
sentenced in absentia on 
Sunday to 15 years jail 
with hard labour for piracy 
and abducting eight 
Egyptians last year. 

The trial of Naci Usakli. 
captain of the “Obo Engin" 
and shipowner Helmi 
AdeJair. lasted only five 
minutes before Egypt’s 
High State Security Court 
Judge Mahmud Refki 


handed down his sentence. 

“Ir was an act of piracy 
with precedent in Egypt 
since the opening of the 
Suez Canal" in 1989. said 
the prosecutor's office, 
which had called for the 
maximum 15 year sentence 
against the two accused. 

No lawyers were present 
to represent the defendants. 

In October, Usakli 
refused to pay S375.000 in 
tariff arrears to the Suez 
Canal Authority when 


eight Egyptian civil ser- 
vants boarded his boat 
demanding that he pay his 
dues. 

Usakli fled Egyptian ter- 
ritorial waters with the 
eight on board as hostages 
and sailed back to Turkey, 
where the Egyptian nation- 
als were finally released. 

Several of the hostages 
were in the Cairo court and 
expressed satisfaction with 
the verdict 


Iraqi Kurdish commanders defect 
to rival pro- Ankara group 


ANKARA (AFP) — Several 
rebel fighters of the Iraqi 
Kurdish Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) have joined 
their rival pro Ankara Kurdish 
Democratic Party ("KDP). 
Anatolia news agency report- 
ed Sunday. 

Quoting a KDP Radio 
broadcast in northern Iraq, the 
report said 18 peshmogas, 
including eight commanders, 
defected from the PUK head- 
ed by Jalal Talabanj and joined 
the KDP. 

Over 20 PUK fighters have 


broken ranks over the past 10 
days, the radio said. 

The two rival groups have 
clashed since 1993. at the cost 
of around 3.000 lives, after 
having shared control of 
northern Iraq for two years in 
the aftermath of Iraq's defear 
in the 1991 Gulf wan 

They have observed a fragile 
ceasefire since 1994, and on 
March 22 they exchanged 
prisoners, in a gesture to mark 
the Kurdish New Year of 
Newnoz. 

The KDP, headed by 


Massud Barzani, has cooperat- 
ed with the Turkish govern- 
ment against the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) since 
May. More than 29,000 people 
have been killed in PKK-relat- 
ed violence in the southeast 
since 1984 when the rebels 
bunched their armed cam- 
paign for a Kurdish homeland. 

Ankara claims the PKK's 
strength had diminished con- 
siderably after four years of 
intensive miliiaiy operations 
in both southeastern Turkey 
and northern Iraq. 


‘Saudis responsible for Hajj stampede 1 


ANKARA (AFP) — The Saudi 
stale bear? sole responsibility for 
last week's tragedy in which at 
least 118 people died at Mina 
near the Holy City of Mecca. 
Turkish Minister of State Metin 
Gurderc charged Sunday. 

‘The responsibility for this 
tragedy falls on die Saudi stale." 
the Turkish news agency 
Anatolia quoted Mr. Gurderc as 
saying. “Similar dramas recur 
every year." 

The stampede tegan after an 
estimated 700.000 pilgrims had 
jammed onto an overpass to 
throw stones at three pillars rep- 


resenting the devil one of the 
final rituals of the Hajj. or 
Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The Turkish official criticised 
whar he called a lack of coordi- 
nation among Saudi authorities 
in their organisation of the event 
However, Mahmoud Ben 
Mohammad Safar, the Saudi 
mmiaer for pilgrimage affairs, 
denied Sunday that the design 
and capacity of the overpass and 
tiie organisation of tile pilgrims' 
movements were direct causes 
of the accident 
Mr. Safer told the London- 
based Arabic newspaper A1 


Hay at the pilgrims had failed to 
heed crowd control warnings 
and were overcome with “reli- 
gious enthusiasm.” 

The Turkish minister 
expressed his heartfelt sorrow 
Sunday at the death of nine 
Turks in fee stampede. Some 
IS), 000 Turks war; among this 
year’s pilgrims'. 

The Saudi authorities listed 
among the dead 24 Indians, nine 
Turks, nine Pakistanis, seven 
Algerians, five Saudis, three 
Bangladeshis, four Moroccans, 
two Indonesians, two Egyptians 
and a Kuwaiti. 



Father of Madonna’s 
child is a big 
part of her life 
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NEW YORK (AP) 
Madonna wants the world 
to know the father of her 
child may not be her hus 
band, but he’s still a big 
part of her life. T was; in 
love with him,” Madonna 
says in TV Guide. “A lot of 
people think I walked out 
on the street and looked at 
him and said, ‘You’re 
going to be my sperm 
donor.'” Madonna had a 
daughter, Lourdes, with 
Carlos Leon, a personal 
trainer she met in New 
York. “I had a relationship 
with him. I still have a rela- 
tionship with him, " 
Madonna said. “We are 
really good friends... The 
last thing I want my daugh- 
ter to do is grow up without 
a father.” 
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Williams: JFrom 
psychologist to misfit 
medical student 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — 1 
Robin Williams goes from 
his Oscar-winning perfor- 
mance as a psychologist in 
“Good Will Hunting” to a 
role as a misfit medical stu- 
dent in “Patch Adams.” 
Williams stars as Hunter 
“Patch” Adams, whose per- 
fect bedside mann er turns 
the medical establishment 
upside down, but helps his 
patients heal. Williams' 
wife, Marsha, is a co-pro- 
ducer on the Universal 
Pictures film being shot in - 
Asheville, N.C.. and San 
Francisco, where the cou- 4 
pie lives. The movie is set L 
to be released in December. 
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Monica Lewinsky’s 
mother marries 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

The mother .pf_,Jvlon#a 
Lewinsky; a former White ahlebane.se 
House intern at the center ... ’ 

of the White House sex and freed by 
perjury scandal, has mar- bC court 
ried a friend of President 
Bill Clinton’s advisor .S-tfpi __ \ r I 
Vernon Jordan. CNN rj\ court nr/ei 
reported. Marcia Lewis aL-p^-.e n, 'n 
married Peter Strauss last i:jR er ihrV»-*i, 
weekend at an undisclosed 1 

location, CNN reported. j - : : 

They bad been dating for ^ 
about a year, CNN said. ^ nL 


Immortality is 
starring in animated 
classic — Lansbury 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Angela Lansbury created 
movie history as the ani- 
mated teapot in “Beauty 
and the Beast,” so naturally 
she jumped at the chance of 
a similar role in 20tb 
Century Fox’s recent 
“Anastasia.” “It’s a legacy, 
even though I’m playing 
two very different charac- 
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Century Fox’s recent Ml|v ^ 
“Anastasia.” “It’s a legacy, ^ Mioi 5fcr d . 
even though I’m playing ^anun 

two very different charac- 4 Ste|m, n . car 
ters, it’s a dream and a jher 

legacy I leave behind," she '4 ^ w ' as c»is;ii»j. 
says. “In ‘Anastasia’ I play - er ' - ainmC* 
the old dowager empress ^ 2 ^ . arc " him 
and in the other I play a P^R?. Thy 

lovely piping teapot, but it ^ ,l [er '■ <*lT . c j Jdl i 
is something that my u ero t 

grandchildren love and ^ . C| »teriajnmvn: 
remember.” Immortality, o fj . \, UI Kracl R . i." 
says the star of the long- %_ ah Mon, lj\ 1 “ 
running “Murder She . a,dc '- *u n . > i 
Wrote” series on television '$] j! ^ and l . u 

is being a voice in an ani- used \^ T 
mated classic. “There is \ Ir v "' ,:cr 

something I can leave 4 
behind to ray children and ■ ^tii\ s , •’ ’“ttij 
grandchildren.” ; 
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Academy Awards to 
return to Hollywood 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP) — %«. 

Beginning in 2001. the ^ 

Academy Awards will 

leave Los Angeles and . . fJv e r 

return to Hollywood when: ■ ^(3 

the movie industry’s pre- 

mier event was born, the ^ . 

academy announced. % Q ^ ''*>■ 4 

Designers say a new venue, ^ lfl a! 

pan of a $350 million ^ ( Sai ns . Pt«'- 

development at the comer i?fjf J J^adn/ 0 ^ 1 * 

of Hollywood and \\ f l* 

Highland boulevards, wifi % Cs^San f 1 
make the Academy Awards ^ a air for ^ 
grander and more elegant- ,.Ben.>- ai ^ s on 
The move by foe Academy ^ sr, ^i. S| K 
of Motion Picture Arts and ^ ^ ®fficiaj s 
Sciences will put the event ^ 
back where it started ^ l 7 scc Br}l ' 
the first time since i960? V Wi. 0} ^ 
when the ceremony Jlj char-..."; 




when the ceremony -“or' 

held at Hollywood s m 

Pantages Theatre. i n 








